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Introduction



Overview

Whittlesea Park is a 25 hectare reserve, classified as a Municipal Open Space in 
the City of Whittlesea. It’s located in the north of the municipality in the foothills of 
the Great Dividing Range, 60km north of Melbourne’s CBD.

Surrounded by established residential areas and business, retail and education 
areas, the reserve is cited in the City of Whittlesea’s Open Space Strategy to 
be upgraded to improve connectivity to and between open spaces to facilitate 
walking and cycling links between the residential area and town centres. 
 
Situated within the catchment and tributaries of the Plenty River and influenced 
by three watercourses,  Whittlesea Park has a high potential to provide both 
recreational and biodiversity values to the local communities. 

 
Purpose 

The Master Plan has been developed with the Whittlesea Showgrounds 
& Recreation Reserves Committee of Management. It aims to guide the 
implementation of staged development of structural facility provision and 
unstructured recreational use of the open space, as well as to review the existing 
management and maintenance agreements and provide direction for future 
arrangements. The Landscape Master Plan comprises of AF Walker Reserve, 
Lions Club Park, C. McDonald Reserve, J.T. Towt Park, Whittlesea Skate Park, 
River Street Reserve, and Little River Street Reserve. 
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CONTEXT

Lions Club Park

AF Walker 
Recreation 
Reserve

Whittlesea 
Skate Park

J.T. Towt 
Park

Little River 
Street Reserve

River Street 
Reserve

C.McDonald 
Reserve

Bruces Creek Wetland Avenue of pine trees Existing Open Space in the City of Whittlesea
Source: City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy

Existing open space

Whittlesea Park Master 
Plan Location

01

01

02

02



6

METHODOLOGY

Document 
Register and 

Review 

Gather relevant information from adopted 
policies and strategies for the vision and 

objectives of the master plan. Visit site and 
familiarise with existing site conditions

Overlay vision and objectives with 
existing conditions to prepare 

recommendations

Collect community and stakeholder expectation and 
vision for the park and refine into a cohesive concept 

master plan

Gather community and 
stakeholder feedback on 
refined concept to ensure 

it meets community 
expectations. Amend to 

reflect feedback and develop 
implementation strategy for 

delivery. 

Site Familiarisation 
Visit 

Site Analysis and 
Issues Identification 

Opportunities  
Identification 

Design Approaches  & 
Principles Identification 

Concept Master Plan
(Option 1 & 2), Play Space 

and Assessment, 
Community Consultation

Final Master Plan 
and Concept 
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Document Register and Review



The following documents inform and provide the strategic framework for the 
Whittlesea Park Master Plan.  A review and summary of each including comments 
and opportunities relevant to the Master Plan is included in the Appendices for 
further information. The documents reviewed are as follows:  

POLICY & STRATEGY DOCUMENTS
•	 Active Whittlesea Strategy 2019-2028
•	 Whittlesea Township Plan 2021
•	 Community Plan 2021-2025
•	 Greening Whittlesea City Forest Strategy 2020-2040
•	 Street Tree Management Plan 2019-2029
•	 Natural & Built Shade Policy
•	 Park Lighting Strategy
•	 Whittlesea Showgrounds & Recreation Reserves Strategic Plan 2019/2020 to 

2021/2022 & Action Plan 2019/2020
•	 Whittlesea Showgrounds & Recreation Reserves Strategic Plan 2019/2020 to 

2021/2022 & Action Plan 2019/2020
•	 Whittlesea Netball & Basketball Plan 2019-2041
•	 Whittlesea 2040 A Place for All
•	 Whittlesea 2040 Community Engagement Summary
•	 Northern Regional Trails Strategy 2016
•	 Whittlesea Bicycle Plan 2016-2020
•	 Whittlesea Cycle Sports & Skate Strategy 2016-2025
•	 City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy -Technical Report, Aug 2016
•	 City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy, Aug 2016
•	 Whittlesea Disability Action Plan 2017-2021

DRAWINGS & PLANS
•	 Whittlesea Park Master Plan Area
•	 Whittlesea Park Land Management
•	 Standard Details for Parks and Open Space
•	 Planning Property Report - Whittlesea Park
•	 VPP Clause 44.03

OTHER
•	 Whittlesea Skatepark Redevelopment Plans 2022
•	 Church St Streetscape Redevelopment
•	 Whittlesea Precinct MP CoM Meeting Minutes
•	 Bruces Creek Active Recreation Plan
•	 Bruces Creek Active Future Directions Plan
•	 Key Stakeholder Minutes Workshop 1, 2022 
•	 Project Working Group (PWG) Minutes, 2022

The documents opposite prescribe a number of actions relating to the future planning and 
management of Whittlesea Park, in summary:

•	 Improved access, particularly with a view of enhancing safety and creating more 
connected trail networks including sealed (all-weather) paths, shared-use paths as well as 
improving road crossings.  Better  connection of Whittlesea Park to the town centre and 
key existing community facilities is also a key directive within the strategic documents.

•	 A number of the documents outline broad directives to enhance and protect the natural 
environment and the ecological systems of the Park as well as increasing tree canopy 
cover, protecting existing trees and in turn providing better shade amenity.

•	 Lighting of the Park is referenced in the context of ensuring specific programmed lighting 
for particular uses. Safety is considered exclusive of broader illumination of the Park owing 
to the context.

•	 Ensuring the evaluation and targeted upgrade and appropriate maintenance of existing 
facilities and infrastructure (as well as opportunities for new facilities) is a directive in a 
number of strategies relating to sports, recreation and parkland amenities. 

•	 The retention of a rural character and natural features of the open space is a targeted 
action and the Park is not identified as being appropriate for major change in the context of 
its location and the scale and nature of the township. 

whittlesea.vic.gov.au whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Council contacts   
Civic Centre: 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang 
Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm
Mail: Locked Bag 1, Bundoora MDC 3083       
Telephone: 9217 2170 (24 hours) 
TTY: 9217 2420   Fax: 9217 2111   Email: info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Web: whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Active Whittlesea Strategy 2019-2028

Park Lighting Strategy 
For The Provision of Public Lighting Within 

Council Managed Open Space Areas 

June 2006 

Greening Our Streets 
Street Tree Management Plan 
2019 - 2029

“The right tree, in the right place, 
the right way and at the right time”

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
     

City  of  Whittlesea  Open  Space  Strategy  

Prepared  by:  
  
Thompson Berrill Landscape Design Pty Ltd in association with  Environment & Land Management Pty Ltd 
  
August  2016  

Technical  Report  

  

whittlesea.vic.gov.au

A place for all

WHITTLESEA

whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Council contacts

Phone: 9217 2170
Email: info@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Address: 25 Ferres Boulevard, South Morang
Hours: 8.30am–5pm weekdays
TTY: 133 677 (ask for 9217 2170)
Mail: Locked Bag 1, Bundoora MDC, Victoria 3083

Whittlesea Township 
Plan 2021

A place for all

WHITTLESEA

Signage 
Management Plan

STATUS REV DATE  

FINAL DRAFT K 09 AuguST 2019

PREPARED BY APPROVED BY

AA/JP IR

Disability Action Plan 2017 - 20219

DISABILITY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2021

City of Whittlesea 
Open Space Strategy
August 2016

Community PlanCommunity Plan
2021-20252021-2025

Incorporating the Council Plan, Public Health 
and Wellbeing Plan, Pandemic Recovery 
Actions and Disability Action Plan

Greening Whittlesea 
City Forest Strategy
2020-2040 

 

 

Creating vibrant self-sustaining communities together 

Whittlesea Bicycle Plan  
2016 - 2020 

The City 
of Whittlesea 

has a vibrant cycling 
community, is a great 

place to ride, and 
residents have made 
the decision to ride 

more often. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION REVIEW
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Site Analysis
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750m radius
750m radius

500m radius500m radius

1000m radius

1000m radius
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The Whittlesea Township within which the 
Whittlesea Park sits, is located in the rural 
area of the City of Whittlesea.

“... implications for forecast change on the 
provision of open space includes: 

Increased urban densities resulting in greater 
reliance on public open space to meet a 
broader range of needs, particularly social 
and informal uses.”

- City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy - 
Technical Report p86

CONTEXT PLAN
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WHITTLESEA TOWNSHIP CONTEXT PLAN
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SITE PLAN
Existing Conditions 

EXISTING OVERLAYS
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Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity 
If a significant land use change is proposed, a cultural 
heritage management plan may be triggered.

Rural Flood Overlay
Ensure that any development maintains the free 
passage and temporary storage of floodwater, 
minimises flood damage and is compatible with 
flood hazard, local drainage conditions and the 
minimisation of soil erosion, sedimentation and 
silting. Refer to Topographical Features for overlay 
on larger plan
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Key

Master Plan Area

Ground outside of the Flood Plain 
Topography       

Higher ground 
Topography

Lower ground 
Topography	

Low-lying marsh 
Topography 	

Rural Floodway Overlay 
Drainage 

Drainage & Swale 
Drainage 	

Creeks, Rivers & Aqueducts 
 Drainage 	

Vantage point for views	       

TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES & DRAINAGE

The site is heavily influenced by  flood plain. Proposed development needs to be away from 
the temporary storage of floodwater in order to minimises flood damage. 
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Whittlesea Township sits approximately 10km north 
of the Mernda at which the train service terminates. 
Bus access to the site is available. Primarily visitors 
arrive by car, or locally on foot or bicycle. 

Visitors to the site have several entry points, with 
parking provided informally along the adjacent 
streets, and some with formal parking that is 
associated with the sporting and swim facilities. The 
parking largely comprises of unsealed surfaces.

Access with the site is abundant but has some 
missing links and there are areas of the site 
disconnected due to the waterways passing 
through the site. 

Bridges that cross the waterways are in various 
forms, quality, and levels of compliance. There is 
opportunity for most of these to be assessed and 
upgraded, and should be from a standard material 
and style palette.

ACCESS & SAFETY
Existing Conditions Analysis 
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These diagrams show the existing access into the 
site and within the site. There are multiple arrival 
points however they are largely informal. 

The natural water features within the site are strong 
assets however form barriers to access between the 
different areas.

Refer to the full report by One Mile Grid in the 
appendices

ACCESS & SAFETY
Traffic Engineering Analysis

Key Plan Access & Parking Arrangements - North (Fig.16 in report)

Access & Parking Arrangements - Northeast (Fig.17 in report)

Public Transport Provision (Fig.14 in report)

Access & Parking Arrangements - Northwest (Fig.18 in report)

Access & Parking Arrangements - Southwest (Fig.19 in report)

Strava Cycling Heatmap (Fig.15 in report)
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These images identify some of the areas within the site that are 
underutilised, due for renewal, to improve the experience and safety 
of the park users

Beech St/Whittlesea-Yea Rd - Example of unprotected pedestrian 
access between the Whittlesea Park and the Showgrounds precinct.

Laurel Street - Semi-formalised parking outside of the AF Walker 
Reserve Pavilion

Example of vehicle exclusion barriers throughout the site

Example of path connections to town centre (Laurel Street & Lime Street extension) that could be strengthened by upgrading the path surface 
and width, and improving the experience such as increasing shade amenity, removal of barriers (as appropriate) and provision of seating 
opportunities

Key Plan

Example of poorly defined access and connections that lack 
legibility 

Example of limited wayfinding signage at Evelyn StreetExample of gravel areas at Lions Club Park that could be formalised 
or revegetated

ACCESS & SAFETY
Existing Conditions Analysis

Whittlesea -Yea Road
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CONSIDERATIONS

•	 Existing cypress avenue in decline with recent 
removals for safety. Consider aborist to audit 
as an avenue and succession plan across the 
park

•	 Limited tree cover to paths. Consider 
increasing provision of shade to improve path 
amenity, and to strengthen path networks, 
including the town centre connection. 
Reference Whittlesea Natural and Built Shade 
Policy and Greening Whittlesea City Forest 
Strategy

•	 Some of the existing tree cover, particularly 
around waterways are suckering or self-
seeding non-native species. Consider 
management plan with Water Authorities

•	 Consider deciduous trees (without weediness 
tendencies) for seasonal interest around 
new facilities. Generally locate away from the 
waterways

•	 Limited garden bed planting. Consider 
increasing planting around new facilities 
to improve visual interest, habitat and 
biodiversity

•	 Weeds around waterways. Consider 
dvelopement of a weed management 
and revegetation plan together with water 
authorities and relevant stakeholders

•	 Maintain open character of grassed areas 
for active and passive recreation and use for 
overflow carparking during event days

•	 Consider new tree planting for any new car 
parking areas, including street trees for on-
street parking

ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE
Existing Conditions Analysis 

Key

	 Existing tree cover

	 Existing vegetated areas

	 Existing grassed areas

	 Master plan areas 	
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Key

Master Plan Area

Sports Field	

Playspace

Tennis Courts

Water Body	

Existing Seating

Existing Drinking Fountain 

Existing BBQ

Existing Shade Structure

Public Toilet 

Watercourse 

Cypress Tree Groups

Bridge	

Overhead Power Lines

Sewer

Entry Signage

Lighting

Vehicle exclusion bollards and fencing 
(various types)

C.McDonald Reserve Playground

Lions Club Park Playground

Off-leash Dog Park

INFRASTRUCTURE & AMENITIES
Existing Conditions Analysis

CONSIDERATIONS
•	 Limited bicycle parking, consider increasing 

provision in association with new amenities to 
encourage bicycle use. Reference Whittlesea Bicycle 
Plan

•	 The sports field is a non-standard and could be 
upgraded to a standard shape and size

•	 Tennis courts appear to be in an acceptable 
condition

•	 Playgrounds are small for the size of the Park and 
in older condition. Both should be considered for 
upgrades to provide greater play opportunities

•	 Vehicle exclusion fencing is of various styles around 
the site. Consider excluding vehicular access into 
site from Laurel Street to make better use of the 

space and increase pedestrian safety, which would 
also make much of the fencing redundant 

•	 Existing below ground services (water, power, etc) 
generally sit to the perimeter of the Park following 
existing street networks. The existing sewer locations 
are important in assessing the feasibility and location 
of potential new toilet facilities and drinking fountains

•	 Bins are generally provided close to picnic tables 
and BBQ facilities and the dog park. These can be 
increased to supplement new picnic facilities and 
include recycling bins

•	 Drinking fountains are provided to existing sports 
facilities, the dog park, and Lions Club Park, and 
should be increased to supplement new facilities

•	 Lighting within the Park is limited to the sports 
facilities and the Bandstand. This limits after 
dark broader use of the Park, and access 
from Laurel to Evelyn Street which could be 
reconsidered with new amenities. Improvement 
of through connections. Reference Whittlesea 
Park Lighting Strategy

•	 Entry signage is inconsistent around the site 
as a whole; a consistent sign would assist in 
unifying the site

•	 Wayfinding signage is limIted and should be 
assessed holistically, and link to the Town 
Centre and nearby amenities such as the 
Library, Swim Centre, Showgrounds and Market
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These images identify some of the areas within the site 
that are underutilised, due for upgrading, or can be 
upgraded to improve the experience and safety of the 
park users

Walnut Street arrival point, with informal parking area, vehicle 
exclusion barriers and BBQ picnic area (not DDA compliant)

Example of outdated structures remaining alongside new bridges, 
assess for historic value and remove or protect

Existing bridges - in poor condition and not DDA compliant 

Example of dilapidated timber fencing at Evelyn Street

Example of underutilised areas around Rotary Club and Tennis Club

Lions Club Park with playspace, shade, picnic tables and barbecue 
facilities 

Whittlesea Park playspace with aging infrastructure and elements in 
poor condition and located adjacent to carparking

Example of existing furniture inconsistent as furniture palette, limited 
provision of DDA compliant furniture and access to amenities

INFRASTRUCTURE & AMENITY
Existing Conditions

Whittlesea -Yea Road
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OPPORTUNITIES

TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES AND DRAINAGE

•	 Maximise the usable, functional spaces within the Park, particularly those above flood overlays 
for active recreation and potential for new amenities and infrastructure.

•	 Investigate the hydrological systems and performance associated with the Park’s waterways 
and look for opportunities where improved water quality, better flood mitigation and habitat 
may be developed.

•	 Look for opportunities to take advantage of natural corridors and vantage points for viewing 
locations both from a user experience and safety, passive surveillance perspective.    

•	 Add value to existing drainage lines and swales with designed outcomes that improve 
aesthetic qualities and may reduce maintenance requirements.  

ACCESS AND SAFETY

•	 Access compliance and safety could be enhanced by retaining existing paths / trails but 
upgrading with sealed finishes (asphalt/concrete) and improved gradients and widths. 

•	 Consider new links or sections of pathways that could create continuous ‘loop’ walking, 
running and cycling circuits through and around the Park to increase opportunities for exercise 
and improved safety.

•	 Look for options to extend, modify or upgrade existing bridge crossings over the waterways to 
create wider and safer access. Liaise with water and VicRoads authorities as required.

•	 Upgrade existing informal parking areas to marked bays with sealed finishes to increase 
functionality, capacity and safety.

•	 Opportunity to provide safer (formal) pedestrian crossing over Beech Street between the 
Showgrounds and the Park, noting the pedestrian movements that occur particularly for 
overflow parking during events. (Liaison with VicRoads required).

•	 Advocate to PTV for improved public transport facilities, including bus stops located on Beech 
Street which are sub-standard and not DDA accessible. 

•	 Investigate removal of public vehicular access and informal parking within the Park area, 
excepting controlled maintenance access. 

•	 Review opportunities for improved cyclist access to the site, including a continuous, high-
quality shared path link on Laurel Street, to provide connectivity to the town centre and 
existing network on Plenty Road.

•	 The future Whittlesea Rail Trail and/or Plenty River Trail extension may terminate in the vicinity 
of site. Review opportunities for integration of end-of-trip facilities or trail parking.

•	 Review opportunities for improved pedestrian linkages to Whittlesea Town Centre, including 
pedestrian crossings on Forest Street 

ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE

•	 Consider opportunities for increased natural shade through new tree plantings.  Locations 
could be targeted to higher use areas and along existing paths and edges.

•	 Build upon the existing specimen tree plantings within the Park to develop a mixed botanical 
character and themed or grouped species collections.

•	 Undertake a comprehensive assessment and management plan for existing mature trees 
including safety audits and long-term plans for progressive replacement and supplementary 
plantings.

•	 Investigate opportunities for new ephemeral and aquatic plantings in the vicinity of waterways 
that can add ecological value by providing an improved water quality function such as nutrient 
removal and support for biodiversity and native habitat.

•	 Evaluate open grass areas and consider opportunities for defining specific uses and 
maintenance requirements such as formal, manicured areas or meadows.

INFRASTRUCTURE & AMENITIES

•	 Evaluate the condition and functionality of all existing park structures and furniture (such 
as seating, shade, play, picnic, bridges etc.)  Look for opportunities to renew, upgrade or 
supplement.

•	 Car parking for the various uses is provided in separate and fragmented parking areas, which 
are not easily navigable to those unfamiliar with the precinct. New facilities will likely attract 
additional parking demands. Investigate opportunities for new, consolidated parking locations 
to service parking needs.

•	 Investigate spatial opportunities for new and upgraded play facilities within the park including 
the feasibility of a regional play space.

•	 Installation of a regional playground and improvements to existing facilities is likely to increase 
the volume of drivers attracted to the precinct, primarily via the Forest Street / Beech Street 
intersection. Investigate opportunities for safety or capacity upgrades at this intersection. 

•	 Consider opportunities for both way-finding and interpretive signage which could improve the 
navigability and safety of the park as well as highlighting stories of the natural features and 
cultural heritage of the site.

•	 Assess the provision and condition of existing sports facilities and consider opportunities for 
upgrades and additions. Specifically, look for spatial opportunities to provide an additional 
netball court, where existing facilities lack capacity.  

•	 Consider the spatial arrangements and location of any new infrastructure and facilities with 
existing requirements – including maximising the capacity for the park to accommodate 
periodic overflow parking for events. 



21

Consultation Summary 
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CONSULTATION SUMMARY

Community Consultation was held from 20 September to 31 
October 2022 to exhibit the draft Master Plan to the community and 
to receive feedback on the 13 key recommendations. Feedback 
has been used to finalise the Master Plan and develop an 
Implementation Strategy

Overall, the community provided a large amount of support for the 
master plan and key recommendations. This was demonstrated 
through the survey and voting poll. 

Refer to the Appendices for the full report.

Image of the Concept Master Plan exhibited for consultation

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK

•	 Open spaces and nature including trees and creeks 
are the items most valued to the community in a 
public open space.

•	 Whittlesea Park is valued for having large open 
spaces with nature. The community would like to 
retain the open space, replace old trees and clean up 
the creek corridors.

•	 The most popular key recommendations are the 
Circuit path, playground and public toilets.

•	 Majority of participants would like the future public 
toilets located at Walnut Street, but ensuring that it is 
accessible to the playground.

•	 The community would like to ensure that the park is 
safe to all users. Lighting should be included in the 
master plan along with CCTV in high-risk areas e.g. 
the skate park, better fences and improved access 
across Beech Street.

•	 Participants would like the future playground to 
include equipment which caters to teens and people 
with disabilities, plenty of shelter, bins, and park 
furniture. Participants would also like to see improved 
access to the public toilets from the playground.

•	 Participants would like the master plan to further 
considers making the site RV friendly.

•	 Further acknowledge the history of the site.

METHODOLOGY

•	 Direct mail out of flyers
•	 Advisory boards placed at entraces to Whittlesea Park 
•	 Social media promotion
•	 Local Papers and media outlets
•	 Online engagement page
•	 On-site pop-up sessions
•	 Phone and email

Images of Flyer 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

With review of the consultation findings, the follow items are 
recommended to be include in the final master plan

•	 Provide a priority rating based on the feedback, with the 
circuit path, playground upgrade and new public toilets 
as the highest priority.

•	 	Update master plan to show the future public toilets at 
Walnut Street

•	 	Further consider pathway lighting along main path links
•	 	Develop the playground concept to include equipment 

which cater to teens and people with disabilities
•	 	Provide improved access from the playground to the 

public toilets on Walnut street
•	 	Explore the option for RV friendly facilities on the site
•	 Further acknowledge the history of the site including the 

place names. 
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Master Plan Concept Designs 
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT DESIGN
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT RECOMMENDATIONS

Example of fitness station

Example of dry creekbed natureplay Example of playspace 

Example of path with avenue trees

Example of unstructured natureplay Example of timber natureplay maze

Example of fitness station

Example of picnic shelters

MASTER PLAN GOALS

•	 Create a strong identity for Whittlesea Park as a highly-valued and 
recognisable place

•	 Maintain and improve the provision of the Park facilities and amenities

•	 Protect and enhance the Park environment

•	 Enhance and develop a strong sense of community associated with the 
park

•	 Provide a well- defined, safe and accessible connections within the 
Park and the Whittlesea Township

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

1.	 UPGRADE ENTRANCES

Improve the access into the reserve and connection to surrounding facilities

2.	 PLAYGROUND

Upgrade the playground to provide a greater diversity in play, suitable for 
varied age groups. Provide picnic areas with BBQ facilities. 

3.	 CIRCUIT PATH

Create a 3m wide circuit path, with bridge crossings, nature walk and fitness 
stations 

4.	 BRIDGE ACCESS

Upgrade and provide new bridge crossings across Scrubby Creek, Plenty 
River and Bruces Creek. Investigate a bridge crossing to provide access 
from Sherwin Street

5.	 TREE STRATEGY

Develop a Tree Strategy that includes and audit of existing trees, proposed 
tree species list and plans to replace trees at the end of their useful life 

6.	 CAR PARKING

Formalise car parking facilities including the street parking along Laurel 
and Forest Street and upgrade the car parking facilities off Walnut street to 
increase the amount of parking spaces. Provide an additional car park off 
Beech Street.

7.	 BEECH STREET

Improve the Beech Street frontage and provide a safe access to the 
Whittlesea Showgrounds 

8.	 DOG OFF-LEASH PARK

Upgrade the Dog Off-leash Park with an improved surface treatment, 
additional trees and a quiet dog zone.

9.	 ACTIVE RECREATION

Upgrade the AF Walker sportfield to create a consistent shape and 
provide a ball catching fence. Enhance the active recreation zone with the 
construction of a basketball court.

10.	 PUBLIC TOILETS

Provide a public toilet facility at the Walnut Street entrance to service the 
Skate Park and playground and investigate the option for future public toilet 
facilities at Laurel Street

11.	 MULTI-USE AREA

Retain the CFA training area and upgrade to include multi- use facilities 
including a Learn-to-ride, exercise track and netball courts

12.	 IMPROVE CREEK CORRIDORS

Collaborate with Melbourne Water to improve the quality of waterway 
vegetation 

13.	 INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

Develop an interpretive signage plan that provides education on the cultural 
history of the areas

Example of interpretive signage

Example of shared Loop Path 

Example of carpark raingarden

Example of toilet facilities 

Example of planted drainage swale Example of timber bridge

Example of wetland boardwalk

Example of arboretum signage
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AF WALKER RESERVE, LAUREL STREET & LIME STREET

LIME STREET ENTRANCE AND AF WALKER RESERVE

•	 Upgrade pedestrian entry to establish a clear and welcoming forecourt  and 
strengthen connection to town centre

•	 Provide upgrades to sportsfield to create a consistent shape

•	 Provide a ball-catching fence to oval

•	 Opportunity for an electronic scoreboard, delivered under Club contributions

•	 Formalise on street parking on Forest Street (41 spaces) and include 
opportunites for WSUD

LAUREL STREET ENTRANCE

•	 Establish a clear and welcoming forecourt with wayfinding signage

•	 Remove existing vehicle track and parking, urbanise Laurel Street with  formal 
parking (197 spaces) and include opportunites for WSUD

•	 Provision of 4 disabled parking bays located close to amenities

•	 Upgrade Dog Off-leash Park with improved surface treatment, additional 
trees, seating, shelter, and a quiet dog zone

•	 Upgrade footpath as a shared-use path to provide connection from the 
Whittlesea Park’s circuit path

•	 	Provide vehicle exclusion fencing

PROPOSED PLAYSPACE - REFER TO DETAILED PLAN

•	 Upgrade playspace with equipment to suit varying ages, including  
unstructured natural play and social gathering spaces. Refer to detailed plan 
of the playspace for more information

•	 Shelters and hardstand active recreation opportunities provided to link 
playspace to AF Walker Reserve
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WALNUT STREET

UPGRADE WALNUT STREET ENTRANCE

•	 Establish a clear and welcoming entrance forecourt with wayfinding
signage

•	 Formalise car parking (67 spaces off-street + 16 spaces on-street + 2
disabled spaces) and include opportunites for WSUD.

•	 Assess the Walnut Street car park‘s viability as an RV friendly site

•	 Provide public toilet amenities

•	 Provide lighting to Nature Circuit between Whittlesea Skate Park and
Laurel Street

BANDSTAND

•	 Retain bandstand with repairs as required

•	 Build upon the character of this area to celebrate the history of the site,
including interpretive signage, and garden bed planting

•	 Retain and protect existing trees which form the backdrop to the
bandstand, and review as part of the future Tree Strategy

•	 Supplement the trees with additional specimen tree planting to provide
succession of trees to replace the existing trees as they reach their end
of life

•	 Provide shelters and social gathering spaces

WHITTLESEA SKATE PARK

•	 Establish formal lawn for passive recreation activities

•	 Construct stage 2 of the skate park construction including a basketball
half court and asphalt pump track

•	 Create a youth space with social gathering facilities
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MULTI-USE AREA 

•	 Provide social gathering facilities and upgrade of the CFA training 
area with activities such as learn to ride, halfcourt, and 100m running 
track

•	 Safe crossing to the showgrounds site

•	 Install feature trees to provide natural shade

•	 Retain memorials

RIVER STREET ENTRANCE & LITTLE RIVER STREET RESERVE

•	 Provide entry forecourt as an arrival point with wayfinding signage

•	 Formalise parking at River Street for parking to cater to the 
Whittlesea Market, 26 spaces to be retained. Include opportunites for 
WSUD. Access for overflow parking on event days

•	 Assess the River Street car park‘s viability as an RV friendly site

•	 Connect Little River Street Reserve with Whittlesea Park by a path 
and bridging crossing (subject to water authority approval)

•	 Increase the tree planting to the perimeter of the Little River 
Street Reserve to improve shade amenity

•	 Liaise with the water authority to remove the existing cyclone 
fencing and replace with a higher quality and less visually 
intrusive fence style

•	 Safe crossing to the Whittlesea Market

PASSIVE OPEN SPACE

•	 Retain the area east of Bruces Creek as a passive open space, 
and maintain connection with nature valued by the community 

•	 To improve the quality of the existing waterway vegetation, 
review with the relevant authorities and stakeholders, to 
evaluate and program revegetation and weed management 
actions

•	 Create two boardwalks with interpretive signage at Bruces 
Creek Pond

BEECH STREET & WHITTLESEA-YEA ROAD

•	 Provide bridges as part of the Nature Walk circuit path to 
connect the skate park, Lions Club Park, Multi-use Area, 
and River Street Reserve

•	 Replace the existing trees on Beech Street with new 
species as they reach their end of life in line with future 
Tree Strategy

•	 Provide a wide landscape buffer of low native planting, 
with the potential to integrate WSUD principles 

•	 Install Fitness Stations along the circuit path

LIONS CLUB PARK

•	 Assist the Lions Club in installing additional elements and 
replacing equipment at the end of its useful life 

•	 Retain and formalise Lions Park car park for access to 
playspace and amenities (32 spaces)

BEECH STREET INTERFACE AND NATURAL BUSH ZONE
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EVELYN STREET ENTRANCE AND WETLAND

Legend:EVELYN STREET ENTRANCE

•	 Improve entrance into the park from Evelyn Street with wayfinding signage

•	 Strengthen connection between Evelyn Street to the amenities  on the east of 
Laurel Street and town centre

•	 Provide 3m wide sealed path for all-weather access, with an upgraded bridge 
and solar lighting

WETLAND

•	 Upgrade marshland into a formal wetland

•	 Provide a boardwalk with furniture and interpretive signage

•	 Revegetate the area around the wetland to increase biodiversity and tree 
cover

•	 Provide rest stops with furniture along the Nature Walk circuit path and 
internal paths
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PLAYSPACE CONCEPT DESIGN 

ACCESS AND AMENITIES  

The proposed playspace is located between Lime Street and Laurel Street 
with upgraded car parking facilities. The playspace is placed between the 
existing public toilets at AF Walker Reserve and the future public toilets 
facilities at the Walnut Street entrance. A combination of natural and built 
shade is provided

•	 Provide a picnic area with multiple shelters and picnic settings, BBQ 
facilities, drinking fountain, bicycle parking and bins 

PLAY  

•	 Provide a dedicated junior play space with the provision of junior play 
units and an accessible sandpit

•	 Senior play with challenging climbing opportunities. Provide a climbing 
and sliding play complex with a ropes play course

•	 Nature-based play opportunities. Build upon the existing trees and 
vegetation as well as new plantings to develop an unstructured nature 
play area with timber logs, steppers, boulders and sensory planting 
to maximise the natural-based play experience while encouraging 
children’s physical and mental development

•	 Play equipment for all ages and abilities includes in-ground 
trampolines for wheelchair access, basket swings and seat options 
for all ages and abilities, as well as an accessible spinner. Other items 
such as musical instruments, sand pits with sand-play tables can also 
be considered

•	 Create a grass mound with a rock scramble and an embankment slide 
to provide challenging landform and enhance play experience. The 
landform also raises the levels, to reduce the the risk of innundation as 
it straddles the Rural Flood Overlay

•	 Provide both formal and informal seating opportunities within the 
playspace, including a shelter

ACTIVE PLAY OPPORTUNITIES: 

•	 Provide fitness equipment stations for all ages next to the multi-court 
and along Nature Circuit including senior’s fitness equipment

BUILT SHADE

•	 Shade Sails over play equipment

•	 Shelter over seating
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IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY

4.1 Boardwalk proposed 
over Bruces Creek

3. Nature Circuit

2. New Playground

1.1 Upgraded entrance at 
Lime Street

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
1.1 Upgrade Lime Street pedestrian entry  into AF Walker Reserve to establish a clear and welcoming 

forecourt  and strengthen connection to Town Centre
High

1.2 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Laurel Street High
1.3 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Walnut Street with a public toilet High

1.4 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to River Street Medium

1.5 Improve entrance into the park from Evelyn Street with wayfinding signage Medium

Strengthen connection between Evelyn Street to the 
amenities  on the east of Laurel Street and town 
centre

1.6 Provide 3m wide sealed path for all-weather access, with an upgraded bridge and solar lighting High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
2.1 Provide new municipal-scale playground with greater diversity in play, that is suitable for varied age 

groups and abilities
High

2.2 Provide picnic areas with BBQ facilities and supporting furniture High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
3.1 Create a main Circuit path with a 3 metre wide and sealed surface, including 2 new bridges and a 

boardwalk over Bruces Creek to connect the Skate Park, Lions Club Park, Multi-use Area, and River 
Street Reserve

High

3.2 Provide 6 fitness stations distributed along the Circuit path Medium

3.3 Provide lighting along main path links Medium

3.4 Create a secondary system of unsealed paths, including upgrade of existing paths Medium

3.5 Provide seating and shelters distributed along the path systems Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
4.1 Upgrade 3 bridges across Plenty River and Bruces Creek (in line with Walnut St and Laurel Street) High

4.2 Investigate a bridge crossing to provide access from Sherwin Street Medium

4.3 (Bridges integral to the Nature Circuit path list under #3)

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
5.1 Audit of existing trees High

5.2 Develop a list of proposed tree species appropriate to the site and conditions High

5.3 Develop a park-wide Tree Strategy to install feature trees to provide natural shade, and replace trees 
at the end of their useful life, including those forming backdrop to the Bandstand and Beech Street 
frontage

High

5.4 Increase the tree planting to the perimeter of the Little River Street Reserve to improve shade 
amenity

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
6.1 Upgrade Laurel Street by removing existing track and urbanising the street with footpaths, shared-

use path to north, linemarked road and formalised parking (197 + 4 disabled bays). Include 
turnaround court at east end and vehicular exclusion fence to restrict access into the park

High

6.2 Formalise existing street parking along Forest Street including drainage (41 spaces) Medium

6.3 Upgrade the car parking facilities at Walnut Street (67 bays off-street + 16 bays on-street + 2 disabled 
bays)

High

6.4 Formalise car park on River Street, off Beech St, opposite Whittlesea Market (26 bays and oversize 
vehicle bays). Maintain access for overflow parking on event days

Low

6.5 Formalise car park at Lions Club Park (32 bays) Medium

6.6 Assess the Walnut Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

6.7 Further review the River Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
7.1 Address drainage issues and provide a wide landscape buffer of low native planting, with the 

potential to integrate WSUD principles
High

7.2 Assist the Lions Club in installing additional elements and replacing equipment at the end of its useful 
life 

Low

7.3 Provide a safer crossing across Beech Street to the Whittlesea Market High

7.4 Provide a safer crossing to the Whittlesea Showgrounds and bus stops High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy 8. Dog Off-leash Park
8.1 Provide a quiet dog zone High

8.2 Improve surface treatment and furniture Medium

8.3 Provide natural shade by planting additional trees Medium

8.4 Provide built shade by installing shelter to main dog park High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
9.1 Upgrade the oval to a consistent shape (155x110m) Low

9.2 Provide a ball catching fence to the north edge interfacing with residential neighbours High

9.3 Provide an electronic score board, delivered under Club contributions Low
9.4 Provide a multi-use court Medium

9.5 Provide teen equipment with a fitness & agility course High

9.6 Establish a formal lawn between the Skate Park and the Bruces Creek pond Low

9.7 Construct Stage 2 of the Skate Park including a basketball halfcourt and asphalt pump track Medium

9.8 Create a youth space with social gathering facilities Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide toilets to to service the skate park and 
playground

10.1 Provide a public toilet facility at the Walnut Street entrance, including signage at the playground and 
skatepark

High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide a multi-use area at the retained CFA training 
area

11.1 Upgrade area to include multi-use facilities including a learn-to-ride, exercise track, and multi-use half 
court, in a way that does not impact its use as a CFA training area. Retain memorials

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
12.1  Improve onsite vegetation with planting Medium

12.2 Undertake weed management High

12.3 Create 2 boardwalks with interpretive signage at Bruces Creek Pond Low

12.4 Upgrade marshland into a formal wetland at Evelyn St. Revegetate and create a boardwalk with 
interpretive signage and furniture

Low

Improve appearance of Melbourne Water Aqueduct 12.5 Liaise with the Water Authority to remove the existing cyclone fencing and replace with a higher 
quality and less visually intrusive fence style

Low

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
13.1 Provide consistent way-finding signage throughout the Park and at each entry. Acknowledge the 

history of the site by retaining the place names
Medium

13.2 Develop an interpretive signage plan Medium

Provide way-finding and education on the cultural 
history of the areas

Formalise existing informal car parking facilities to 
improve and increase the amount of parking spaces

 Improve the Beech Street frontage

Improve pedestrian safety 

Upgrade the existing Dog Off-leash Park

13. Interpretive signage

7. Beech Street

8. Dog Off-leash Park

9. Active Recreation

10. Public Toilets

11. Multi-use area 

12. Improve creek corridors

Collaborate with Melbourne Water and the 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action (DEECA) to improve the quality of the creek 
corridors

Provide opportunities for education and engagement 
with the creek corridors

Upgrade and enhance the AF Walker Recreation 
Reserve sportfield 

Enhance the active recreation zone at Whittlesea 
Skate Park

Provide RV parking

6. Car parking

1. Upgrade entrances

2. Playground

3. Circuit paths

4. Bridge access

5. Tree Strategy

Improve the access into the reserve and connection 
to surrounding facilities

Upgrade the existing playground

Create a system of paths, including upgraded existing 
paths

 Upgrade and provide new bridge crossings

Develop a Tree Strategy
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IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
1.1 Upgrade Lime Street pedestrian entry  into AF Walker Reserve to establish a clear and welcoming 

forecourt  and strengthen connection to Town Centre
High

1.2 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Laurel Street High
1.3 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Walnut Street with a public toilet High

1.4 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to River Street Medium

1.5 Improve entrance into the park from Evelyn Street with wayfinding signage Medium

Strengthen connection between Evelyn Street to the 
amenities  on the east of Laurel Street and town 
centre

1.6 Provide 3m wide sealed path for all-weather access, with an upgraded bridge and solar lighting High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
2.1 Provide new municipal-scale playground with greater diversity in play, that is suitable for varied age 

groups and abilities
High

2.2 Provide picnic areas with BBQ facilities and supporting furniture High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
3.1 Create a main Circuit path with a 3 metre wide and sealed surface, including 2 new bridges and a 

boardwalk over Bruces Creek to connect the Skate Park, Lions Club Park, Multi-use Area, and River 
Street Reserve

High

3.2 Provide 6 fitness stations distributed along the Circuit path Medium

3.3 Provide lighting along main path links Medium

3.4 Create a secondary system of unsealed paths, including upgrade of existing paths Medium

3.5 Provide seating and shelters distributed along the path systems Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
4.1 Upgrade 3 bridges across Plenty River and Bruces Creek (in line with Walnut St and Laurel Street) High

4.2 Investigate a bridge crossing to provide access from Sherwin Street Medium

4.3 (Bridges integral to the Nature Circuit path list under #3)

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
5.1 Audit of existing trees High

5.2 Develop a list of proposed tree species appropriate to the site and conditions High

5.3 Develop a park-wide Tree Strategy to install feature trees to provide natural shade, and replace trees 
at the end of their useful life, including those forming backdrop to the Bandstand and Beech Street 
frontage

High

5.4 Increase the tree planting to the perimeter of the Little River Street Reserve to improve shade 
amenity

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
6.1 Upgrade Laurel Street by removing existing track and urbanising the street with footpaths, shared-

use path to north, linemarked road and formalised parking (197 + 4 disabled bays). Include 
turnaround court at east end and vehicular exclusion fence to restrict access into the park

High

6.2 Formalise existing street parking along Forest Street including drainage (41 spaces) Medium

6.3 Upgrade the car parking facilities at Walnut Street (67 bays off-street + 16 bays on-street + 2 disabled 
bays)

High

6.4 Formalise car park on River Street, off Beech St, opposite Whittlesea Market (26 bays and oversize 
vehicle bays). Maintain access for overflow parking on event days

Low

6.5 Formalise car park at Lions Club Park (32 bays) Medium

6.6 Assess the Walnut Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

6.7 Further review the River Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
7.1 Address drainage issues and provide a wide landscape buffer of low native planting, with the 

potential to integrate WSUD principles
High

7.2 Assist the Lions Club in installing additional elements and replacing equipment at the end of its useful 
life 

Low

7.3 Provide a safer crossing across Beech Street to the Whittlesea Market High

7.4 Provide a safer crossing to the Whittlesea Showgrounds and bus stops High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy 8. Dog Off-leash Park
8.1 Provide a quiet dog zone High

8.2 Improve surface treatment and furniture Medium

8.3 Provide natural shade by planting additional trees Medium

8.4 Provide built shade by installing shelter to main dog park High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
9.1 Upgrade the oval to a consistent shape (155x110m) Low

9.2 Provide a ball catching fence to the north edge interfacing with residential neighbours High

9.3 Provide an electronic score board, delivered under Club contributions Low
9.4 Provide a multi-use court Medium

9.5 Provide teen equipment with a fitness & agility course High

9.6 Establish a formal lawn between the Skate Park and the Bruces Creek pond Low

9.7 Construct Stage 2 of the Skate Park including a basketball halfcourt and asphalt pump track Medium

9.8 Create a youth space with social gathering facilities Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide toilets to to service the skate park and 
playground

10.1 Provide a public toilet facility at the Walnut Street entrance, including signage at the playground and 
skatepark

High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide a multi-use area at the retained CFA training 
area

11.1 Upgrade area to include multi-use facilities including a learn-to-ride, exercise track, and multi-use half 
court, in a way that does not impact its use as a CFA training area. Retain memorials

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
12.1  Improve onsite vegetation with planting Medium

12.2 Undertake weed management High

12.3 Create 2 boardwalks with interpretive signage at Bruces Creek Pond Low

12.4 Upgrade marshland into a formal wetland at Evelyn St. Revegetate and create a boardwalk with 
interpretive signage and furniture

Low

Improve appearance of Melbourne Water Aqueduct 12.5 Liaise with the Water Authority to remove the existing cyclone fencing and replace with a higher 
quality and less visually intrusive fence style

Low

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
13.1 Provide consistent way-finding signage throughout the Park and at each entry. Acknowledge the 

history of the site by retaining the place names
Medium

13.2 Develop an interpretive signage plan Medium

Provide way-finding and education on the cultural 
history of the areas

Formalise existing informal car parking facilities to 
improve and increase the amount of parking spaces

 Improve the Beech Street frontage

Improve pedestrian safety 

Upgrade the existing Dog Off-leash Park

13. Interpretive signage

7. Beech Street

8. Dog Off-leash Park

9. Active Recreation

10. Public Toilets

11. Multi-use area 

12. Improve creek corridors

Collaborate with Melbourne Water and the 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action (DEECA) to improve the quality of the creek 
corridors

Provide opportunities for education and engagement 
with the creek corridors

Upgrade and enhance the AF Walker Recreation 
Reserve sportfield 

Enhance the active recreation zone at Whittlesea 
Skate Park

Provide RV parking

6. Car parking

1. Upgrade entrances

2. Playground

3. Circuit paths

4. Bridge access

5. Tree Strategy

Improve the access into the reserve and connection 
to surrounding facilities

Upgrade the existing playground

Create a system of paths, including upgraded existing 
paths

 Upgrade and provide new bridge crossings

Develop a Tree Strategy

8. Upgrade dog park

7. Improve Beech St frontage

6.1 Formalise car parking

5.3 Tree Strategy for new 
plantings
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IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
1.1 Upgrade Lime Street pedestrian entry  into AF Walker Reserve to establish a clear and welcoming 

forecourt  and strengthen connection to Town Centre
High

1.2 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Laurel Street High
1.3 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to Walnut Street with a public toilet High

1.4 Provide a clear and welcoming forecourt to River Street Medium

1.5 Improve entrance into the park from Evelyn Street with wayfinding signage Medium

Strengthen connection between Evelyn Street to the 
amenities  on the east of Laurel Street and town 
centre

1.6 Provide 3m wide sealed path for all-weather access, with an upgraded bridge and solar lighting High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
2.1 Provide new municipal-scale playground with greater diversity in play, that is suitable for varied age 

groups and abilities
High

2.2 Provide picnic areas with BBQ facilities and supporting furniture High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
3.1 Create a main Circuit path with a 3 metre wide and sealed surface, including 2 new bridges and a 

boardwalk over Bruces Creek to connect the Skate Park, Lions Club Park, Multi-use Area, and River 
Street Reserve

High

3.2 Provide 6 fitness stations distributed along the Circuit path Medium

3.3 Provide lighting along main path links Medium

3.4 Create a secondary system of unsealed paths, including upgrade of existing paths Medium

3.5 Provide seating and shelters distributed along the path systems Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
4.1 Upgrade 3 bridges across Plenty River and Bruces Creek (in line with Walnut St and Laurel Street) High

4.2 Investigate a bridge crossing to provide access from Sherwin Street Medium

4.3 (Bridges integral to the Nature Circuit path list under #3)

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
5.1 Audit of existing trees High

5.2 Develop a list of proposed tree species appropriate to the site and conditions High

5.3 Develop a park-wide Tree Strategy to install feature trees to provide natural shade, and replace trees 
at the end of their useful life, including those forming backdrop to the Bandstand and Beech Street 
frontage

High

5.4 Increase the tree planting to the perimeter of the Little River Street Reserve to improve shade 
amenity

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
6.1 Upgrade Laurel Street by removing existing track and urbanising the street with footpaths, shared-

use path to north, linemarked road and formalised parking (197 + 4 disabled bays). Include 
turnaround court at east end and vehicular exclusion fence to restrict access into the park

High

6.2 Formalise existing street parking along Forest Street including drainage (41 spaces) Medium

6.3 Upgrade the car parking facilities at Walnut Street (67 bays off-street + 16 bays on-street + 2 disabled 
bays)

High

6.4 Formalise car park on River Street, off Beech St, opposite Whittlesea Market (26 bays and oversize 
vehicle bays). Maintain access for overflow parking on event days

Low

6.5 Formalise car park at Lions Club Park (32 bays) Medium

6.6 Assess the Walnut Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

6.7 Further review the River Street car park site's viability as an RV friendly site Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
7.1 Address drainage issues and provide a wide landscape buffer of low native planting, with the 

potential to integrate WSUD principles
High

7.2 Assist the Lions Club in installing additional elements and replacing equipment at the end of its useful 
life 

Low

7.3 Provide a safer crossing across Beech Street to the Whittlesea Market High

7.4 Provide a safer crossing to the Whittlesea Showgrounds and bus stops High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy 8. Dog Off-leash Park
8.1 Provide a quiet dog zone High

8.2 Improve surface treatment and furniture Medium

8.3 Provide natural shade by planting additional trees Medium

8.4 Provide built shade by installing shelter to main dog park High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
9.1 Upgrade the oval to a consistent shape (155x110m) Low

9.2 Provide a ball catching fence to the north edge interfacing with residential neighbours High

9.3 Provide an electronic score board, delivered under Club contributions Low
9.4 Provide a multi-use court Medium

9.5 Provide teen equipment with a fitness & agility course High

9.6 Establish a formal lawn between the Skate Park and the Bruces Creek pond Low

9.7 Construct Stage 2 of the Skate Park including a basketball halfcourt and asphalt pump track Medium

9.8 Create a youth space with social gathering facilities Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide toilets to to service the skate park and 
playground

10.1 Provide a public toilet facility at the Walnut Street entrance, including signage at the playground and 
skatepark

High

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
Provide a multi-use area at the retained CFA training 
area

11.1 Upgrade area to include multi-use facilities including a learn-to-ride, exercise track, and multi-use half 
court, in a way that does not impact its use as a CFA training area. Retain memorials

Medium

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
12.1  Improve onsite vegetation with planting Medium

12.2 Undertake weed management High

12.3 Create 2 boardwalks with interpretive signage at Bruces Creek Pond Low

12.4 Upgrade marshland into a formal wetland at Evelyn St. Revegetate and create a boardwalk with 
interpretive signage and furniture

Low

Improve appearance of Melbourne Water Aqueduct 12.5 Liaise with the Water Authority to remove the existing cyclone fencing and replace with a higher 
quality and less visually intrusive fence style

Low

Our Recommendation Action # Action/Strategy Priority
13.1 Provide consistent way-finding signage throughout the Park and at each entry. Acknowledge the 

history of the site by retaining the place names
Medium

13.2 Develop an interpretive signage plan Medium

Provide way-finding and education on the cultural 
history of the areas

Formalise existing informal car parking facilities to 
improve and increase the amount of parking spaces

 Improve the Beech Street frontage

Improve pedestrian safety 

Upgrade the existing Dog Off-leash Park

13. Interpretive signage

7. Beech Street

8. Dog Off-leash Park

9. Active Recreation

10. Public Toilets

11. Multi-use area 

12. Improve creek corridors

Collaborate with Melbourne Water and the 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action (DEECA) to improve the quality of the creek 
corridors

Provide opportunities for education and engagement 
with the creek corridors

Upgrade and enhance the AF Walker Recreation 
Reserve sportfield 

Enhance the active recreation zone at Whittlesea 
Skate Park

Provide RV parking

6. Car parking

1. Upgrade entrances

2. Playground

3. Circuit paths

4. Bridge access

5. Tree Strategy

Improve the access into the reserve and connection 
to surrounding facilities

Upgrade the existing playground

Create a system of paths, including upgraded existing 
paths

 Upgrade and provide new bridge crossings

Develop a Tree Strategy

12.3 Boardwalks with 
interpretive signage at 

Bruces Creek Pond

11. Multi-use upgrades to 
CFA training area

10. Provide new toilets

9. Upgrade AF Walker 
Reserve



Project Whittlesea Park Concept Master Plan

For City of Whittlesea 
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Item Item Description Unit  Qty  Rate Total 

1.00 Softscape

1.01 Supply & install 45L trees Item             460 $300.00 $138,000.00

1.02 Preparation of garden beds, installation of topsoil, 140mm pot stock 
@6/sqm, and 75mm organic mulch

sqm          4,000 $150.00 $600,000.00

1.03 Supply & installation of instant turf (Formal lawn) sqm          7,500 $15.00 $112,500.00

1.04 New wetland (at River and Evelyn Street) Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

1.05 Landscape buffer/swale to Beech St interface, including addressing 
of drainage/flooding issues

sqm          4,500 $250.00 $1,125,000.00

1.06 Allowance for general weed eradication, infill planting and upgrade 
to 50% of existing creek corridor (excludes establishment/ 
maintenance)

sqm        17,150 $50.00 $857,500.00

1.07 Revegation/woodland around new wetland sqm          6,000 $100.00 $600,000.00

1.08 Tree audit Item                1 $35,000.00 $35,000.00

1.09 Development of a Tree Strategy Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

1.10 Remedial tree works Item                1 $100,000.00 $100,000.00

Softscape Subtotal $3,918,000.00
2.00 Hardscape

2.01 Formalise street parking & alignment on Walnut Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed parking surfaces

Item                1 $840,000.00 $840,000.00

2.02 Formalise street parking & alignment on Laurel Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, turnaround, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $1,225,000.00 $1,225,000.00

2.03 Formalise street parking & alignment on Forest Street  (Laurel to 
Lime St) including footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $335,000.00 $335,000.00

2.04 Formalise carparking at Lions Club Park including sealed parking 
surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.05 Formalise carparking at River Street carpark including sealed 
parking surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $250,000.00 $250,000.00

2.06 Pedestrian-crossings over Beech Street Item                2 $150,000.00 $300,000.00

2.07 Entry forecourts  including feature paving, feature wall (low), 
furniture, garden beds. Excludes lighting, toilet, parking

2.08 -    Walnut Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.09 -    Lime Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.10 -    Laurel Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.11 -    Beech Street (River Street) Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.12 -    Beech Street (CFA training area) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.13 -    Beech Street (Skatepark) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.14 -    Evelyn Street Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.15 Boardwalks to existing water body (Walnut St) sqm             730 $1,000.00 $730,000.00

2.16 Boardwalk to new wetland (River St Reserve) sqm             460 $1,000.00 $460,000.00

2.17 Bridges over waterways Each                3 $50,000.00 $150,000.00

2.18 Bridge between Lions Park & Skate park Each                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.19 Bridge over existing aqueduct Each                1 $150,000.00 $150,000.00

2.20 Upgrade existing bridges over waterways Each                4 $30,000.00 $120,000.00

2.21 Paths - sealed vehicular rated (3m shared path circuit and main 
connections, $200/sqm)

m          2,065 $600.00 $1,239,000.00

2.22 Paths - sealed (2m path, $150/sqm) m             270 $300.00 $81,000.00

2.23 Paths - unsealed vehicular rated (3m, $120/sqm) m             890 $360.00 $320,400.00

2.24 Paths - unsealed (1.5m, $80/sqm) m             160 $120.00 $19,200.00

2.25 Fitness stations (rubber softfall on concrete slab, excl equipment) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

2.26 Multipurpose sports court (AF Walker) Item                1 $180,000.00 $180,000.00

2.27 Teen fitness circuit (AF Walker) rubber softfall surface with impact 
attenuation on concrete slab

sqm             220 $250.00 $55,000.00

2.28 Upgrade to CFA training paving (safety improvments, linemarking 
and basketball/netball ring)

Item                1 $400,000.00 $400,000.00

Hardscape Subtotal $7,824,600.00

3.00 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures (includes supply & install)

3.01 Proprietary bench seat Each              25 $3,500.00 $87,500.00

3.02 Proprietary picnic settings Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.03 Proprietary drinking fountains incl. water connection Each                3 $10,000.00 $30,000.00

3.04 Proprietary bin systems (waste+recycling) Set                5 $1,000.00 $5,000.00

3.05 Proprietary equipment for fitness stations (2 per 6 stations) Each              12 $6,000.00 $72,000.00

3.06 Proprietary equipment for teen fitness circuit Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.07 Proprietary shelters (small) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

3.08 Proprietary shelters (large) Each                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.09 Toilet Facility incl sewer and water connection Each                1 $350,000.00 $350,000.00

3.10 Ball fence to oval Item                1 $45,000.00 $45,000.00

3.11 Upgrade to dog park surface Item                1 $60,000.00 $60,000.00

3.12 Fence to dog park, to match existing m             110 $150.00 $16,500.00

3.13 Gates to dog park, to match existing Each                2 $1,000.00 $2,000.00

3.13 Solar lighting poles to Laurel & Evelyn link (approx 15m spacing) Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.14 Solar lighting poles to Nature Circuit between Skatepark and Laurel 
St (approx 15m spacing)

Each              30 $5,000.00 $150,000.00

3.15 Wayfinding signage allowance Each              15 $7,500.00 $112,500.00

3.16 Interpretive signage allowance Each                5 $10,000.00 $50,000.00

 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures Subtotal $1,350,500.00

4.00 Playspaces

4.01 Municpal-level playspace including landscape, surface finishes, 
proprietary and custom equipment, natureplay 

Item                1 $1,500,000.00 $1,500,000.00

4.02 Local-level playspace (Lions Park) including landscape, surface 
finishes, proprietary equipment

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

Playspaces Subtotal $1,800,000.00

Items 1.00-4.00 Subtotal $14,893,100.00

5.00 Contingencies & Allowances

5.01 Construction preliminaries based on 10% of construction cost 10% $1,489,310.00

5.02 Allowance for Establishment & Maintenance Period of 12 months 5% $744,655.00

5.03 Allowance for general contingency 10% $0.00

5.04 Allowance for design fees (varies between projects) 15% $2,233,965.00

Contingency Subtotal $4,467,930.00

Total including Item 5.00 $19,361,030.00

Exclusions

Authorities fees, including for permits
Contingency for latent site conditions
Escalation due to market /economy conditions
Irrigation. Allow $20,000 for services/system connections plus $35/sqm for area irrigated

Notes

Specialist consultant fees including but not limited to integrated water engineers (wetlands), cultural heritage, arborists, 
playground auditor, DDA, ecologists 

Preliminary Opinion of Probable Costs

Indicative costs based on Concept Master Plan dated 08 March 2023

Water supply to drinking fountains, toilets are generally included in lump Item costs 

Costs are subject to the size of individual areas and projects delivered

Demolition including tree removal, stockpiling of site topsoil, protection of existing services, are generally included in lump 
Item costs but not included in Rates
Drainage incl agi-drains to garden beds, drinking fountains and toilets are generally included in lump Item costs but not 
included in Rates
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Project Whittlesea Park Concept Master Plan

For City of Whittlesea 
Date March 2023 v5

Item Item Description Unit  Qty  Rate Total 

1.00 Softscape

1.01 Supply & install 45L trees Item             460 $300.00 $138,000.00

1.02 Preparation of garden beds, installation of topsoil, 140mm pot stock 
@6/sqm, and 75mm organic mulch

sqm          4,000 $150.00 $600,000.00

1.03 Supply & installation of instant turf (Formal lawn) sqm          7,500 $15.00 $112,500.00

1.04 New wetland (at River and Evelyn Street) Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

1.05 Landscape buffer/swale to Beech St interface, including addressing 
of drainage/flooding issues

sqm          4,500 $250.00 $1,125,000.00

1.06 Allowance for general weed eradication, infill planting and upgrade 
to 50% of existing creek corridor (excludes establishment/ 
maintenance)

sqm        17,150 $50.00 $857,500.00

1.07 Revegation/woodland around new wetland sqm          6,000 $100.00 $600,000.00

1.08 Tree audit Item                1 $35,000.00 $35,000.00

1.09 Development of a Tree Strategy Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

1.10 Remedial tree works Item                1 $100,000.00 $100,000.00

Softscape Subtotal $3,918,000.00
2.00 Hardscape

2.01 Formalise street parking & alignment on Walnut Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed parking surfaces

Item                1 $840,000.00 $840,000.00

2.02 Formalise street parking & alignment on Laurel Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, turnaround, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $1,225,000.00 $1,225,000.00

2.03 Formalise street parking & alignment on Forest Street  (Laurel to 
Lime St) including footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $335,000.00 $335,000.00

2.04 Formalise carparking at Lions Club Park including sealed parking 
surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.05 Formalise carparking at River Street carpark including sealed 
parking surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $250,000.00 $250,000.00

2.06 Pedestrian-crossings over Beech Street Item                2 $150,000.00 $300,000.00

2.07 Entry forecourts  including feature paving, feature wall (low), 
furniture, garden beds. Excludes lighting, toilet, parking

2.08 -    Walnut Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.09 -    Lime Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.10 -    Laurel Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.11 -    Beech Street (River Street) Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.12 -    Beech Street (CFA training area) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.13 -    Beech Street (Skatepark) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.14 -    Evelyn Street Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.15 Boardwalks to existing water body (Walnut St) sqm             730 $1,000.00 $730,000.00

2.16 Boardwalk to new wetland (River St Reserve) sqm             460 $1,000.00 $460,000.00

2.17 Bridges over waterways Each                3 $50,000.00 $150,000.00

2.18 Bridge between Lions Park & Skate park Each                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.19 Bridge over existing aqueduct Each                1 $150,000.00 $150,000.00

2.20 Upgrade existing bridges over waterways Each                4 $30,000.00 $120,000.00

2.21 Paths - sealed vehicular rated (3m shared path circuit and main 
connections, $200/sqm)

m          2,065 $600.00 $1,239,000.00

2.22 Paths - sealed (2m path, $150/sqm) m             270 $300.00 $81,000.00

2.23 Paths - unsealed vehicular rated (3m, $120/sqm) m             890 $360.00 $320,400.00

2.24 Paths - unsealed (1.5m, $80/sqm) m             160 $120.00 $19,200.00

2.25 Fitness stations (rubber softfall on concrete slab, excl equipment) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

2.26 Multipurpose sports court (AF Walker) Item                1 $180,000.00 $180,000.00

2.27 Teen fitness circuit (AF Walker) rubber softfall surface with impact 
attenuation on concrete slab

sqm             220 $250.00 $55,000.00

2.28 Upgrade to CFA training paving (safety improvments, linemarking 
and basketball/netball ring)

Item                1 $400,000.00 $400,000.00

Hardscape Subtotal $7,824,600.00

3.00 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures (includes supply & install)

3.01 Proprietary bench seat Each              25 $3,500.00 $87,500.00

3.02 Proprietary picnic settings Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.03 Proprietary drinking fountains incl. water connection Each                3 $10,000.00 $30,000.00

3.04 Proprietary bin systems (waste+recycling) Set                5 $1,000.00 $5,000.00

3.05 Proprietary equipment for fitness stations (2 per 6 stations) Each              12 $6,000.00 $72,000.00

3.06 Proprietary equipment for teen fitness circuit Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.07 Proprietary shelters (small) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

3.08 Proprietary shelters (large) Each                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.09 Toilet Facility incl sewer and water connection Each                1 $350,000.00 $350,000.00

3.10 Ball fence to oval Item                1 $45,000.00 $45,000.00

3.11 Upgrade to dog park surface Item                1 $60,000.00 $60,000.00

3.12 Fence to dog park, to match existing m             110 $150.00 $16,500.00

3.13 Gates to dog park, to match existing Each                2 $1,000.00 $2,000.00

3.13 Solar lighting poles to Laurel & Evelyn link (approx 15m spacing) Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.14 Solar lighting poles to Nature Circuit between Skatepark and Laurel 
St (approx 15m spacing)

Each              30 $5,000.00 $150,000.00

3.15 Wayfinding signage allowance Each              15 $7,500.00 $112,500.00

3.16 Interpretive signage allowance Each                5 $10,000.00 $50,000.00

 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures Subtotal $1,350,500.00

4.00 Playspaces

4.01 Municpal-level playspace including landscape, surface finishes, 
proprietary and custom equipment, natureplay 

Item                1 $1,500,000.00 $1,500,000.00

4.02 Local-level playspace (Lions Park) including landscape, surface 
finishes, proprietary equipment

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

Playspaces Subtotal $1,800,000.00

Items 1.00-4.00 Subtotal $14,893,100.00

5.00 Contingencies & Allowances

5.01 Construction preliminaries based on 10% of construction cost 10% $1,489,310.00

5.02 Allowance for Establishment & Maintenance Period of 12 months 5% $744,655.00

5.03 Allowance for general contingency 10% $0.00

5.04 Allowance for design fees (varies between projects) 15% $2,233,965.00

Contingency Subtotal $4,467,930.00

Total including Item 5.00 $19,361,030.00

Exclusions

Authorities fees, including for permits
Contingency for latent site conditions
Escalation due to market /economy conditions
Irrigation. Allow $20,000 for services/system connections plus $35/sqm for area irrigated

Notes

Specialist consultant fees including but not limited to integrated water engineers (wetlands), cultural heritage, arborists, 
playground auditor, DDA, ecologists 

Preliminary Opinion of Probable Costs

Indicative costs based on Concept Master Plan dated 08 March 2023

Water supply to drinking fountains, toilets are generally included in lump Item costs 

Costs are subject to the size of individual areas and projects delivered

Demolition including tree removal, stockpiling of site topsoil, protection of existing services, are generally included in lump 
Item costs but not included in Rates
Drainage incl agi-drains to garden beds, drinking fountains and toilets are generally included in lump Item costs but not 
included in Rates
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Project Whittlesea Park Concept Master Plan

For City of Whittlesea 
Date March 2023 v5

Item Item Description Unit  Qty  Rate Total 

1.00 Softscape

1.01 Supply & install 45L trees Item             460 $300.00 $138,000.00

1.02 Preparation of garden beds, installation of topsoil, 140mm pot stock 
@6/sqm, and 75mm organic mulch

sqm          4,000 $150.00 $600,000.00

1.03 Supply & installation of instant turf (Formal lawn) sqm          7,500 $15.00 $112,500.00

1.04 New wetland (at River and Evelyn Street) Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

1.05 Landscape buffer/swale to Beech St interface, including addressing 
of drainage/flooding issues

sqm          4,500 $250.00 $1,125,000.00

1.06 Allowance for general weed eradication, infill planting and upgrade 
to 50% of existing creek corridor (excludes establishment/ 
maintenance)

sqm        17,150 $50.00 $857,500.00

1.07 Revegation/woodland around new wetland sqm          6,000 $100.00 $600,000.00

1.08 Tree audit Item                1 $35,000.00 $35,000.00

1.09 Development of a Tree Strategy Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

1.10 Remedial tree works Item                1 $100,000.00 $100,000.00

Softscape Subtotal $3,918,000.00
2.00 Hardscape

2.01 Formalise street parking & alignment on Walnut Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed parking surfaces

Item                1 $840,000.00 $840,000.00

2.02 Formalise street parking & alignment on Laurel Street including 
footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, turnaround, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $1,225,000.00 $1,225,000.00

2.03 Formalise street parking & alignment on Forest Street  (Laurel to 
Lime St) including footpath upgrades, kerbing, drainage, and sealed 
parking surfaces

Item                1 $335,000.00 $335,000.00

2.04 Formalise carparking at Lions Club Park including sealed parking 
surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.05 Formalise carparking at River Street carpark including sealed 
parking surfaces, and linemarking

Item                1 $250,000.00 $250,000.00

2.06 Pedestrian-crossings over Beech Street Item                2 $150,000.00 $300,000.00

2.07 Entry forecourts  including feature paving, feature wall (low), 
furniture, garden beds. Excludes lighting, toilet, parking

2.08 -    Walnut Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.09 -    Lime Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.10 -    Laurel Street Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.11 -    Beech Street (River Street) Item                1 $40,000.00 $40,000.00

2.12 -    Beech Street (CFA training area) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.13 -    Beech Street (Skatepark) Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.14 -    Evelyn Street Item                1 $30,000.00 $30,000.00

2.15 Boardwalks to existing water body (Walnut St) sqm             730 $1,000.00 $730,000.00

2.16 Boardwalk to new wetland (River St Reserve) sqm             460 $1,000.00 $460,000.00

2.17 Bridges over waterways Each                3 $50,000.00 $150,000.00

2.18 Bridge between Lions Park & Skate park Each                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

2.19 Bridge over existing aqueduct Each                1 $150,000.00 $150,000.00

2.20 Upgrade existing bridges over waterways Each                4 $30,000.00 $120,000.00

2.21 Paths - sealed vehicular rated (3m shared path circuit and main 
connections, $200/sqm)

m          2,065 $600.00 $1,239,000.00

2.22 Paths - sealed (2m path, $150/sqm) m             270 $300.00 $81,000.00

2.23 Paths - unsealed vehicular rated (3m, $120/sqm) m             890 $360.00 $320,400.00

2.24 Paths - unsealed (1.5m, $80/sqm) m             160 $120.00 $19,200.00

2.25 Fitness stations (rubber softfall on concrete slab, excl equipment) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

2.26 Multipurpose sports court (AF Walker) Item                1 $180,000.00 $180,000.00

2.27 Teen fitness circuit (AF Walker) rubber softfall surface with impact 
attenuation on concrete slab

sqm             220 $250.00 $55,000.00

2.28 Upgrade to CFA training paving (safety improvments, linemarking 
and basketball/netball ring)

Item                1 $400,000.00 $400,000.00

Hardscape Subtotal $7,824,600.00

3.00 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures (includes supply & install)

3.01 Proprietary bench seat Each              25 $3,500.00 $87,500.00

3.02 Proprietary picnic settings Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.03 Proprietary drinking fountains incl. water connection Each                3 $10,000.00 $30,000.00

3.04 Proprietary bin systems (waste+recycling) Set                5 $1,000.00 $5,000.00

3.05 Proprietary equipment for fitness stations (2 per 6 stations) Each              12 $6,000.00 $72,000.00

3.06 Proprietary equipment for teen fitness circuit Item                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.07 Proprietary shelters (small) Each                6 $20,000.00 $120,000.00

3.08 Proprietary shelters (large) Each                1 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

3.09 Toilet Facility incl sewer and water connection Each                1 $350,000.00 $350,000.00

3.10 Ball fence to oval Item                1 $45,000.00 $45,000.00

3.11 Upgrade to dog park surface Item                1 $60,000.00 $60,000.00

3.12 Fence to dog park, to match existing m             110 $150.00 $16,500.00

3.13 Gates to dog park, to match existing Each                2 $1,000.00 $2,000.00

3.13 Solar lighting poles to Laurel & Evelyn link (approx 15m spacing) Each              15 $5,000.00 $75,000.00

3.14 Solar lighting poles to Nature Circuit between Skatepark and Laurel 
St (approx 15m spacing)

Each              30 $5,000.00 $150,000.00

3.15 Wayfinding signage allowance Each              15 $7,500.00 $112,500.00

3.16 Interpretive signage allowance Each                5 $10,000.00 $50,000.00

 Structures, Furniture & Fixtures Subtotal $1,350,500.00

4.00 Playspaces

4.01 Municpal-level playspace including landscape, surface finishes, 
proprietary and custom equipment, natureplay 

Item                1 $1,500,000.00 $1,500,000.00

4.02 Local-level playspace (Lions Park) including landscape, surface 
finishes, proprietary equipment

Item                1 $300,000.00 $300,000.00

Playspaces Subtotal $1,800,000.00

Items 1.00-4.00 Subtotal $14,893,100.00

5.00 Contingencies & Allowances

5.01 Construction preliminaries based on 10% of construction cost 10% $1,489,310.00

5.02 Allowance for Establishment & Maintenance Period of 12 months 5% $744,655.00

5.03 Allowance for general contingency 10% $0.00

5.04 Allowance for design fees (varies between projects) 15% $2,233,965.00

Contingency Subtotal $4,467,930.00

Total including Item 5.00 $19,361,030.00

Exclusions

Authorities fees, including for permits
Contingency for latent site conditions
Escalation due to market /economy conditions
Irrigation. Allow $20,000 for services/system connections plus $35/sqm for area irrigated

Notes

Specialist consultant fees including but not limited to integrated water engineers (wetlands), cultural heritage, arborists, 
playground auditor, DDA, ecologists 

Preliminary Opinion of Probable Costs

Indicative costs based on Concept Master Plan dated 08 March 2023

Water supply to drinking fountains, toilets are generally included in lump Item costs 

Costs are subject to the size of individual areas and projects delivered

Demolition including tree removal, stockpiling of site topsoil, protection of existing services, are generally included in lump 
Item costs but not included in Rates
Drainage incl agi-drains to garden beds, drinking fountains and toilets are generally included in lump Item costs but not 
included in Rates
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Land Management & Maintenance Plans
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CURRENT LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Legend:

Existing facilities and sections of the land are 
under various  management and maintenance 
arrangements by the City of Whittlesea and the 
Whittlesea Showground and Recreation Reserve 
Committee of Management (the CoM).
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CURRENT LAND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Legend:

Council Maintenance (no trees)
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NEW LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Legend:
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NEW LAND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

Legend:
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Appendicies

Appendix A
Document Register & Review
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POLICY & STRATEGY DOCUMENTS
Document Name version/date By Notes Master Plan Response/Opportunities
Active Whittlesea Strategy 2019-2028 March 2019 V1.0 Whittlesea Travel networks, infrastructure, safety, amenities Provide sealed (all-weather) network of paths (pedestrian, and SUP width)

Whittlesea Township Plan 2021 Whittlesea Future directions, of which this project is Action 6 (p45 short term capital delivery)
Community Plan 2021-2025 Whittlesea Community engagement, connected community, lievable neighbourhoods, natural enviroment

Greening Whittlesea City Forest Strategy 2020-2040 Whittlesea Increasing canopy cover, protecting existing trees, Propose locations for increase canopy cover, succession on new trees in senescing 
tree groups, new avenues (ie connection 

Natural & Built Shade Policy 17/08/2016 v1 Whittlesea Provision of shade as a priority, particularly where communities gather
Park Lighting Strategy June 2006 draft Whittlesea Lighting for District Level parks to increase period of usage, Local/Neighbourhood Parks are 

generally not lit, unless they are a high use thoroughfare
Consider use of solar panel lighting (reduced operating cost, services install, higher item 
cost/maintenance cost)
Consider light pollution affecting fauna at night
Programmed lighting for specific uses ie BBQ

Propose lighting associated the specific uses, and potentially lighting to a main path 
from Church St.  Depending on location, propose solar lighting, and include baffles

Whittlesea Showgrounds & Recreation Reserves 
Strategic Plan 2019/2020 to 2021/2022 & Action Plan 
2019/2020

p6 Priority Goals - incl Tree Safety, Master Plan 

Signage Management Plan 09 Aug 2019 revK Refer as required for Gateways, directional, etc Consolidated gateway signage, with heirarchy associated with the playground and 
main entrances

Whittlesea Netball & Basketball Plan 2019-2041 Whittlesea p33 Whittlesea Showgrounds (2 courts) Priority 1, Short term 0-5 years 
Whittlesea 2040 A Place for All
Whittlesea 2040 Community Engagement Summary Whittlesea General desires Retention of rural character (reflect in materials palette), amenities that encourage 

activities outdoors, well maintained parks, natural environment (keep hard landscape 
to a minimum)

Northern Regional Trails Strategy 2016 Arup for Multiple 
councils

p80 Clause 6.6.5 Whittlesea Rail Trail (W24) - 'Priority Trail' South Morang to Laurel Street, 
Whittlesea, (between Church and James St) on land predominantly owned by victrack
'Proposed Trail' follows Plenty River

Show future connections in context and park plan

Whittlesea Bicycle Plan 2016-2020 Improving road crossings, infrastructure, maintenance, missing links, recreational trails, 
associated lighting for significant paths, signage, investment (our site not listed in top 29 ranked 
projects) 

Improve on-road conditions for Whittlesea-Yea Road
Bike parking at each arrival point
Signage to destinations

Whittlesea Draft Cycle Sports & Skate Shows the new Skatepark in our site
City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy -Technical 
Report

Aug 2016 p17 B2.2.2 Plenty River
p47 B2.6.6 The benefit and value of natural features in open space
p58 Whittlesea Township "township's distance from the public transport network means it is 
not identitied as being appropriate for major change" 
p71 "Increased urban densities resulting in greater reliance on public open space to meet a 
broader range of needs, particularly social and informal uses."
p244 Summary of reasons to visit/Suggested improvements
p286 D5.10 Whittlesea summary
p291 Summary of Open Space Survey Outcomes for Whittlesea
p293 Implications of community characteristics on future open space
planning in Whittlesea
p295 D5.10.7 Recommendations for Whittlesea
p299 D6 Design and management guidelines

Address cultural heritage, particularly with the Plenty River which is accessibly at the 
park by the public. Opportunity for education/interpretive signage
Retain and value the natural features (water/veg)
Propose weed management plan for the site
Propose Fitness equipment (other items suggested in pg85 already provided in site, 
except for informal sports fields)
Maximise passive surveillance opportunities, esp as there are fenced properties 
backing onto park, coordinate with lighting strategy

City of Whittlesea Open Space Strategy -Guide to 
Provision of Facilities

Aug 2016 Table of facilities to be provided for Municipal level parks (our site)

Whittlesea Disability Action Plan 2017-2021 Dec2017 Whittlesea p17 Action 4.3 for playground communication signage at parks and gardens for use by people 
 

DDA Parking at each arrival point
    

DOCUMENT REGISTER & REVIEW
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DRAWINGS & PLANS
Document Name version/date By Notes
Appendix 1 Whittlesea Park Master Plan Area 14/10/2021 Shows Crown Land Delegated Management Reserve, and Master Plan EOW 
Appendix 2 Whittlesea Park Land Management 14/10/2021 Delineation of Management areas
Standard Details for Parks and Open Space Feb 2013 Landscape construction details Refer as required
Planning Property Report - Whittlesea Park RFO Rural Flood Overlay - over most of project site (excludes sports/swim facilities)

     
Awaiting water authority contact from council for input on works installed within 

 VPP Clause 44.03 RFO Victoria Planning Provisions, incl permit requirements for all buildings and works within Refer as required

OTHER
Document Name version/date By Notes Master Plan Response/Opportunities
Whittlesea Skatepark Plans C02 Pedestrian connection from Beech Street to Walnut Street Show new path on plans
Church St Streetscape Redevelopment Jan 2015 C1 ACLA Furniture, Fixings, Finishes & Materials Refer as required (requested by council)
Whittlesea Precinct MP CoM Meeting Minutes  06 Dec 2021 Whittlesea Opportunities in the MP and items to improve on/avoid

MP aligns with the CoM Stategic Plan and Action Plan 2019 CoM vision
-An area of passive parkland to enhance wellbeing of people and the environment and which 
encourages community connection, social interaction, a sense of place enhancing rural 
character, heritage and natural beauty. 
-To further enhance the amenity of Whittlesea Park through the creation of an arboretum for 
the benefit of the public and our community.
-Expand the number and variety of exotic trees for their shade, amenity and aesthetic values.
-Support use of native and indigenous plantings to defined areas to take into consideration risks 
related to limb drop of large Eucalypts and maintenance (ie access with larger machinery – 
tractors, slashers).
- Extend network of walking paths/trails (refer pg23 for list)
- Other landscape improvements ie wetland areas, education, cultural elements, signage
- Maintenance approaches

Propose location of Arboretum and associated garden beds with exotic species
Propose strategy for distribution of exotic/native trees & planting, generally going 
from exotic/native structured scheme at the west, and transitioning towards 
native/indigenous natural scheme before the waterways and further to the east. 
Little River Reserve can be considered for exotic or exotic/native scheme as it is 
segregated by the aqueduct.
Propose range of maintenance level (ie high, medium, low)
Trails/circuits to be themed ie bushy walk, potentially boardwalks over marshy areas 
(approval from water authorities)
Propose locations for education with interpretive signage (ie at wetland) along a 
themed circuit

Whittlesea Precinct MP CoM Meeting Minutes  02 March 2022 Whittlesea
Bruces Creek Active Recreation Plan revP4 09.12.2014 ACLA
Bruces Creek Active Future Directions Plan revP4 09.12.2014 ACLA
Key Stakeholder Minutes Wkshop1 28 Feb 2022 Whittlesea sporting groups, men's shed, agri, Lions, Rotary, Schools
Kelynack Recreation Reserve, Mill Park Master Plan v5 Sept 2020 ACLA
Project Working Group (PWG) Minutes 09 March 2022 Whittlesea

DOCUMENT REGISTER & REVIEW
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Appendix B
Participation and Engagement Findings Report
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Appendix C
Transport Site Analysis
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Period Beech Street / Forest Street Beech Street / Playground Access 
Beech Street / Digger Hall Reserve Access / Football Ground 
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Figure 20 Issues & Opportunities 
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