OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS BETTER ACCESS TO

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

There are significant gaps in mental
health services in the City of Whittlesea
relative to other areas in the Eastern
Melbourne Primary Health Network
catchment.
An uneven distribution of services across
the catchment, with clustering of services
in inner suburban areas leaves significant
service gaps in the outer northern areas.

WHAT IS NEEDED:
Commitment 1

Commitment 4

We urge the Federal Government to take into consideration
population growth and the higher proportion of vulnerable
groups at greater risk of poorer mental health outcomes when
funding mental health services.

Federal Government funding is needed to establish a Safe Haven
Café in the health precinct surrounding the Northern Hospital,
in close proximity to the newly established Victorian Aboriginal
Health Service (VAHS) clinic.

Commitment 2

Commitment 5

We need the Federal Government to provide ongoing funding to
establish a permanent location to house headspace in the City of
Whittlesea.

Council urges the Federal Government to prioritise the City of
Whittlesea for a Way Back Support Service as part of the $27.1
million allocated to expand the initiative in the 2018/2019
Federal Government budget.

City of Whittlesea

Pre-Budget submission
2020-2021 Victorian State Budget

Commitment 3

We request that the Federal Government commit to
long-term funding for tailored, responsive and accessible mental
health services and supports for young people such as Neami’s
Yflex program.

Council urges the State Government to co-contribute to the
establishment of a Way Back Support Service.
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Proposals

City of Whittlesea
2020-2021 Victorian State Budget proposals
Connected Community

The City of Whittlesea is pleased to provide our infrastructure and service priorities
for the 2020-21 Victorian State Budget. We are grateful for recent investments in
our municipality, including funding for upgrades to our suburban roads, construction
of schools, a new community hospital and early parenting centre, and a new bus
service linking Mernda and Craigieburn train station and connecting Donnybrook
to Craigieburn. Further, significant Growing Suburbs Fund project contributions
continue to ensure the delivery of important infrastructure that enhances the
liveability of our community and wellbeing of our residents.
Council’s recently-adopted long-term vision for the municipality, Whittlesea 2040: A Place for All, was
developed in close consultation with our community. Our shared vision is that in 2040, compassion is
at the heart of our Whittlesea community, where people feel cared for and supported in a deep and
meaningful way. Advocating for services and infrastructure that the community needs to thrive falls
at the heart of this vision. Four priority areas have become our shared goals: connected community,
sustainable environment, strong local economy and liveable neighbourhoods.
Detailed information for each proposal is contained in the enclosed fact sheets.

Access to mental health services
Co-contribute (with the Federal Government) to the establishment of a Way Back Support Service for the
City of Whittlesea.

Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub
• Fund the development of a business case: $755,000
• Fund the construction of the hub by 2022.

Mernda Aquatic and Indoor Sports Centre
Invest $250k for the development of a masterplan for the Mernda Aquatic and Indoor Sports Centre.

Sustainable environment
Eradicate lobed needle grass
Reinstate the lobed needle grass eradication program or, alternatively, provide annual investment of $160k for the
City of Whittlesea to undertake eradication works.

We appreciate the Victorian State Government’s support in funding the social and physical
infrastructure necessary to ensure our high growth municipality is a place where our residents can
experience wellbeing and prosperity.

Protection of the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve

Cr Emilia Lisa Sterjova
Mayor

•
•
•
•

Secure the 1200 hectare Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve by the agreed 2020 timeline.

Create a circular economy for recycling
Invest in recycling infrastructure
Fund and support market development
Bolster community education
Strengthen industry oversight/ regulation.

Strong local economy
Local schools
Purchase additional land and Construct Wollert East P-6 with the school to open in 2022.
Construct Wollert East 7-12 with the school to open in 2023.
Purchase the land to construct Hayes Hill P-6 in Donnybrook with the school to open in 2023.
Purchase the land and construct Wollert West P-6 with the school to open in 2023.
Purchase the land for Wollert Central with the school to open in 2025.
Construct stage 3 of Edgars Creek Secondary College.
Provide specialist schools:
• Fully integrated specialist school at Wollert East p-12.
• Invest in land acquisition and construction of Mt Ridley Autism School.

Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal
Acquire the land needed for the Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal.
Invest $250k to develop a business case for an intermodal freight terminal in Beveridge.

International Food Hub Epping
Support the creation of an international food hub on the land next to the Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and
Vegetable Market.
Invest in a masterplan for the site and provide funding to establish the precinct and attract suitable investors.

Liveable Neighbourhoods
Affordable Housing
Fund a housing and homelessness access point and outreach service for the City of Whittlesea: $600k p/a
Invest in all type of affordable housing in the City of Whittlesea from crisis accommodation to affordable home
ownership, and commit to using surplus State-owned land to provide affordable housing in our municipality,
including at:
• 323 McDonalds Road, Epping, owned by the Director of Public Transport.
• 995 Plenty Road, South Morang, owned by Vic Track.

Addressing Youth Homelessness
Construct the Hope Street First Response Youth Service in South Morang ($4.8m) and provide ongoing funding
from the Specialist Homelessness Services Fund ($2.3M p/a)

Upgrades for major suburban roads
Epping Road: duplication between Craigieburn Road East and Bridge Inn Road
Bridge Inn Road: duplication between Plenty Road and Wellington Street.
Findon Road: duplication between Plenty Road and Epping Road.

Connected Community

Craigieburn Road East: acquire land to create the road reserve and urbanise and duplicate between Epping Road
and the Hume Freeway.
Donnybrook Road: duplication between Merriang Road and the Merri Creek.

E6 Freeway
Bring forward the delivery of the E6 freeway

Wollert transport corridor
• Acquire the final 14 per cent of land required for the designated Wollert transport corridor study.
• Prioritise the Wollert public transport feasibility study for completion by 2022.
• Provide a 10 minute premium bus service to Wollert as an interim public transport service.

Premium bus service
Provide a premium bus service to Craigieburn Town Centre via Wollert.

Tram Route 86
Extend Tram Route 86 to Plenty Valley Shopping Centre.

• Access to mental health services
• Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub
• Mernda Aquatic and Indoor Sports Centre

OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS BETTER ACCESS TO

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

There are significant gaps in mental
health services in the City of Whittlesea
relative to other areas in the Eastern
Melbourne Primary Health Network
catchment.
An uneven distribution of services across
the catchment, with clustering of services
in inner suburban areas leaves significant
service gaps in the outer northern areas.

The City of Whittlesea sits within the Eastern Melbourne
Primary Health Network (EMPHN) catchment and is
located on Melbourne’s metropolitan fringe. The current
population of 223,566 (2018) is expected to grow to
382,896 by 2041. Whittlesea has been identified by the
State Government as a growth area of metropolitan
significance.
Suicide and mental health data provides a clear rationale for
investment in local mental health services and suicide prevention
as an urgent priority. EMPHN service mapping also highlight
an inverse relationship between current mental health service
provision and needs.
There is an urgent imperative to ensure that City of Whittlesea
residents are given priority in new suicide prevention and mental
health support initiatives. These initiatives would:
• provide residents experiencing mental health issues
with alternative early intervention and support
options
• reduce hospital admissions and prevent emergency
department (ED) presentations at the Northern
Hospital, the busiest ED in Victoria in 2017/18
(providing care for 99,446 patients, up 7.9 per cent
on the previous year)1.

SERVICE GAPS
Misalignment of resources and capacity within the areas of
greatest demand is a significant issue for the mental health
service system2. This is particularly evident in high growth outer
metropolitan regions. The EMPHN Atlas3 clearly demonstrates
this stark mismatch and the inverse relationship between need
and service delivery. It highlights significant gaps in mental health
services in the City of Whittlesea relative to other areas in the
EMPHN catchment, and clustering of services in inner suburban
locations. Consultations with service providers also confirm gaps
in a range of mental health services that are available in other
catchments.

WHAT IS NEEDED:
Commitment 1

Commitment 4

We urge the Federal Government to take into consideration
population growth and the higher proportion of vulnerable
groups at greater risk of poorer mental health outcomes when
funding mental health services.

Federal Government funding is needed to establish a Safe Haven
Café in the health precinct surrounding the Northern Hospital,
in close proximity to the newly established Victorian Aboriginal
Health Service (VAHS) clinic.

Commitment 2

Commitment 5

We need the Federal Government to provide ongoing funding to
establish a permanent location to house headspace in the City of
Whittlesea.

Council urges the Federal Government to prioritise the City of
Whittlesea for a Way Back Support Service as part of the $27.1
million allocated to expand the initiative in the 2018/2019
Federal Government budget.

Commitment 3
We request that the Federal Government commit to
long-term funding for tailored, responsive and accessible mental
health services and supports for young people such as Neami’s
Yflex program.
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City of Whittlesea is the most disadvantaged local government
area (LGA) in the EMPHN catchment3 and has the highest level of
unemployment and the highest proportion of residents earning
less than $400/wk.
Local demographic data4 and health indicator data shows that
the City of Whittlesea also has a relatively high proportion
of vulnerable groups at risk of poor mental health outcomes
including women in the perinatal period, women who experience
family violence, Aboriginal people and people from CALD
backgrounds.
Whittlesea has a significant proportion of residents who speak
a language other than English at home (44 per cent) and the
second largest Aboriginal population in metropolitan Melbourne
(2016 Census.) The Aboriginal population is increasing rapidly
with the number of residents who identify as Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander increasing by 35 per cent between 2006 and 2011
and by 46 per cent between 2011 and 2016.
The municipality’s growth areas also attract young and lower
income families due to housing affordability. The City of
Whittlesea has:
• a younger median age of residents compared to the
Victorian average
• a higher proportion of households with children
(42 per cent couples with children and 12 per cent
one parent families) and
• one of the highest rates of family violence in the
Northern Metropolitan Region of Melbourne (1,452
per 100,000 of population, compared to Victoria
1,242)5.

HEALTH INDICATORS
Given the strong correlation between social and economic
disadvantage and mental disorders it is not surprising that
Whittlesea, as the most disadvantaged area within the EMPHN
catchment, has the highest rate of psychological distress at 15.0
per 100, a rate higher than both state and national (measured by
the Kessler Psychological Distress Scale) rates and almost double
that of Boroondara3.
Residents in the Whittlesea LGA also have a significantly higher
rate of fair/poor health (19.0 per 100) when compared to not
only the EMPHN average (13.2) but also the state and the
national averages (14.8 percent) (Refer Table 1).

Council urges the State Government to co-contribute to the
establishment of a Way Back Support Service.
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Additionally, the gaps in infrastructure, transport, employment and services experience by people living in growth areas contributes to,
and exacerbates poor mental health outcomes.
Mental health patients
experience longer wait
times inemergency
department than
non-mental
health patients

Table 1 Health indicators across EMPHN

Local Government Area
Banyule
Boroondara
Knox
Manningham
Maroondah
Mitchell (a)
Monash (a)
Murrindindi (a)
Nillumbik
Whitehorse
Whittlesea
Yarra Ranges
EMPHN
Victoria
Australia

Fair/poor health
ASR per 100

Psychological Distress
ASR per 100

Suicide and self-harm
N

13.8
8.4
14.2
11.3
13.9
15.9
13.3
17.0
10.0
13.2
19.0
13.4
13.2
15.6
14.8

10.7
7.3
11.6
8.3
12.2
13.6
10.1
12.3
8.8
9.8
15.0
12.2
10.7
12.5
11.7

54
56
67
35
47
6
44
Not available
18
53
72
65
518
2,540
11,874

• There are significant gaps in mental health services
in the City of Whittlesea relative to other areas
in the EMPHN catchment, an uneven distribution of
services across the EMPHN catchment, with
clustering of services in inner suburban areas and
significant service gaps in the outer northern areas
• The City of Whittlesea is the most socially
disadvantaged LGA and has a higher proportion of
vulnerable at risk groups compared to other LGAs
which fall within the EMPHN catchment.
• City of Whittlesea has a significantly higher
proportion of adults with very high levels of
psychological distress.3

SAFE HAVEN CAFÉ
Emergency Departments are busy places where mental health
patients experience longer wait times. Outside of Emergency
Departments, there is currently no safe, therapeutic space for
mental health patients to access out of hours support. Of the
services that do exist, none are staffed or supported by clinicians
trained in mental health.
The Safe Haven Café model aims to reduce social isolation for
vulnerable people and helps them to maintain their mental
health on an ongoing basis. The first Café was launched at St
Vincent’s Hospital in May 2018 through funding by Better Care
Victoria.

In September 2018 the EMPHN allocated funding to pilot a
headspace outreach service at the EDGE youth facility in South
Morang for 12 months. Demand for the service has indicated
the need to secure ongoing funding for a permanent facility to be
located in the City of Whittlesea. If the South Morang headspace
service ceases in September when funding ends, it is expected
that waiting lists for support and counselling services for young
people in Whittlesea will escalate to more than six months
and young people will once again need to travel outside the
municipality to access the service.

The initiative provides respite and peer support to build the
resilience of people suffering from mental health issues and
enhances their ability to self-manage. This in turn reduces the
likelihood of needing to access the emergency department.
The Safe Haven Café complements clinical mental health
interventions and enables people to identify local services to
help them maintain good, ongoing mental health. The City
of Whittlesea’s Safe Haven Café would be developed with
input from local people with lived experience, mental health
professionals and key community agencies working with
vulnerable groups.

NEAMI’s Yflex program also provides flexible, outreach-based
support for young people with complex mental health needs but
has no funding certainty after June 2019. The support is tailored,
responsive and specialised to the needs of young people and
meets them on their recovery journey. Since its establishment in
October 2017, Yflex has supported 73 young people from the City
of Whittlesea and currently has a three month wait time. Long
term funding for this service is needed to meet demand
and provide ongoing assurance and continuity
for young people.

50 per cent of those discharged from hospital after a suicide
attempt do not attend any subsequent treatment, and between
5-10 per cent may ultimately take their own life.
The Way Back Support Service is an innovative suicide prevention
model, developed to support people during those crucial three
months after they’ve attempted suicide. The service is currently
available at nine sites nationally, with two in Victoria (Barwon/
Geelong and South East Melbourne). In the 2018/2019 Budget,
the Commonwealth Government allocated $27.1 million to
expand the Way Back Support Service to up to 25 sites over
four years. This funding is contingent on State/Territory cocontributions.

1
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Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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• approximately 50 per cent fail to attend any
follow-up treatment and 10 per cent attend only one
week of treatment,
• of those who attend follow-up treatment,
38 per cent stop within three months
• the highest risk period is within three months,
following a suicide attempt
• between 15 and 25 per cent of people will
re-attempt suicide
• between five and 10 per cent of these people will
die by suicide.

4

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The EMPHN needs assessment identifies Whittlesea as having the
highest rate of people aged over 18 years with high or very high
psychological distress. Our psychological distress rating for this
group is above the Victorian average.

Suicide is the leading cause of death for Australians between 15
and 44 years of age6. Follow-up support after a suicide attempt
is imperative to ensure ongoing safety. Data related to people
who have attempted suicide indicates that, upon discharge from
hospitalisation/treatment:

3

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
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of attendees
are seeking a
place of respite,
and to feel safe

Data from St Vincent’s on the Safe Haven concept

Source: ABS and PHIDU data cited in EMPHN Integrated Mental Health and AOD Service Atlas
The IRSD score is a measure of the relative disadvantage the lower the score the greater the level of relative disadvantage.

Disadvantage impacts adversely on the
mental wellbeing of individuals, families and
communities that have fewer economic, social
and environmental resources.

of attendees
identified the
emergency
department as their
only alternative

WAY BACK SUPPORT SERVICE
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Northern Health: Annual Report 2017/18
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Mental Health and AOD Service Atlas (East & North East) Final report.
ConNetica, Sunshine Coast Qld.
https://www.emphn.org.au/images/uploads/files/20180516-Final-AtlasReport-EMPHN_July-2018-1.pdf [accessed Feb 2019].
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https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/home [accessed Feb 2019].
Health and Wellbeing Partnership Plan 2017-2021 City of Whittlesea
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RECREATION RESERVE

MERNDA HEALTH
AND WELLBEING HUB

To make the hub a reality

• Work with key stakeholders to develop a
business case including concept design,
operational model options and governance
structure for the Mernda Health and Wellbeing
Hub. – Cost $755,000

Bringing essential health and
wellbeing services and local
jobs to Mernda

• Fund the construction of the hub in partnership
with stakeholders by 2022.

SUPPORTING A LARGE
AND GROWING COMMUNITY
Over the past five years Mernda and Doreen have experienced
some of the largest rates of annual population growth in
Australia.1 The current population is 52,427. By 2038, the
population will increase to 65,378.

YEAR

POPULATION

2019

52,427

2020

54,408

2021

56,319

2022

57,746

2023

58,838

2038

59,675

2038

63,140

2038

64,924

2038

65,378

2019 to 2039

12,951 or 25%

The Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub could
create more than 300 local jobs and provide
essential community services in the heart of
the new Mernda Town Centre.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

community information and activities
library and arts
community education and vocational training
health services – such as allied health, counselling,
occupational health, physiotherapy
youth services
family support services
maternal and child health services
child care
co-working spaces and business incubator.

By 2039, the number of

50-59 year olds in Mernda/
Doreen will increase by 71% and
70-84 year olds, by 172%

Mernda has a higher proportion of children and young people
compared to the average for Greater Melbourne, however
there is also expected to be significant growth in older age
groups which will put increasing demand on local services.
New services and infrastructure in Mernda will play an
important role regionally, attracting people from surrounding
areas such as Donnybrook, Whittlesea Township and Yan Yean.
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SIGNIFICANT GAPS IN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Access to support services is fundamental to the liveability
of a community and people’s overall health and wellbeing.
But in growing areas like Mernda there is a lag between
the development of housing and the provision of services
and facilities.
Local agencies have identified significant unmet demand for
health and human services, including:
• support for families and children, including early
intervention programs and family violence programs
• youth support, services and activities
• support for people from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds
• services for people with refugee status, people seeking
asylum and newly arrived migrants
• disability services and support
• transport services, particularly for older and people
with a disability
• activities and facilities for older adults
• housing services and
• mental health services.
Presently, people are being turned away, put on long waiting
lists, or are forced to travel considerable distances to access
the services they need.3
The Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub will help provide
the infrastructure needed to accommodate a range
of community support services, in a convenient
central location.

The Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub will provide holistic
wrap-around services to the new community hospital planned
for our municipality. The two services could be co-located within
the Mernda town centre and would service surrounding areas.
CITY OF WHITTLESEA Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub | 1

BRIDGE

MERNDA CENTRAL
PREP-YEAR 12 SCHOOL

Change in population

This exciting opportunity to provide a multi-storey hub adjacent
to Mernda train station and retail centre will bring together a
range of community services to support people and families,
such as:

STABLING
YARDS

BRIDGE
INN HOTEL

Estimated Residential Population –
Mernda/Doreen2

from

Everyone should be able to access local jobs and
the services they need to live a happy life. But
rapid population growth has meant people living
in developing areas like Mernda do not have
access to essential community services, and
spend hours commuting to work every day.

COLES
DEVELOPMENT

PLENTY ROAD

The City of Whittlesea is seeking Victorian
Government commitment to:

2 | CITY OF WHITTLESEA Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub

SUPPORTING VULNERABLE PEOPLE

LOCAL JOBS FOR LOCAL PEOPLE

Residents in growth areas like Mernda indicate that, while
they embrace the opportunity to be part of an evolving
community, some families experience significant challenges
and vulnerabilities.

Everyone should be able to put food on their table AND be
home in time to enjoy it with their friends and family. But
45.2 per cent of people living in Mernda (household survey)
travel more than an hour each way to get to work putting
strain on their health and reducing their time with family
and friends.5

Current challenges

As expressed in the 2019 Household Survey, 28 per cent
of Mernda residents are dissatisfied with the employment
situation, the primary reason being the long commute
(14 per cent).

Service providers identified
significant issues around
family violence and the
need for additional family
support and counselling3

More than one in ten young people
living in Mernda are disengaged from
study and employment4

Households experience

financial stress

exacerbated by higher costs
of living – transport, food and
utilities, in these areas3

21% of the population
spend 90 mins or more

traveling to and from work
– impacting their health and
quality of life5

Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub will provide local jobs
to an already skilled workforce; the most common industry
of employment for residents of Mernda is Health Care and
Social Assistance6 with 65 per cent of the City of Whittlesea’s
resident workers traveling outside of the area to work.7

IMPROVING GENDER EQUALITY THROUGH LOCAL JOBS FOR WOMEN
The Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub could create
local jobs for women through direct employment at
the hub, co-working spaces and a business incubator.

The economic benefits of the Health and Wellbeing
Hub would be significant, with an estimated:

Research shows that a lack of local jobs means
highly skilled women living in growth areas like
Mernda are sacrificing their career to take lower
skilled jobs closer to home to enable them to fulfil
caring responsibilities.10
+330 jobs including:
•
•
•

Residents from newly developed areas like Mernda should be
able to access the essential health and community services
needed to prevent issues like those above from arising, to
enhance positive life experiences, and to have access to
support if challenges emerge.

The Mernda Health and
Wellbeing Hub will create and
support local employment for
women and grow the local
economy while providing
essential community
services to the region.

200 social assistance jobs
in the City of Whittlesea

57 jobs in related industries in
the City of Whittlesea
74 jobs outside the
City of Whittlesea8

Limited local employment for women can be a barrier
to women’s participation in the workforce, reinforcing
rigid gender roles and stereotyped constructions of
masculinity and femininity, which are key drivers of
violence against women.11

$47.54m increase

in Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for the Australian economy
including:
•

$18.6m increase
in GRP for the
City of Whittlesea8

The Hub would also create flow on jobs in industries with
significant job shortages in the City of Whittlesea including
Financial and Insurance Services and Information
Media and Telecommunications. Currently more
than 4,100 residents employed in these industries
travel outside the municipality for work.9

Currently, many skilled women with a Bachelor degree
or higher are working full time in lower skilled roles
such as in administrative/clerical or sales (20-25
per cent). As demonstrated by the 2019 Household
Survey, only 42 per cent of women living in the City of
Whittlesea with a Bachelor degree or higher earn over
$1000 per week5
The hub will match local skills and qualifications of
women from Mernda; the most common industry
of employment is Health Care and Social Assistance6
and the most common qualifications are business and
commerce, health and society and culture.12
Increasing employment and expanding the breadth of
local jobs on offer for women can promote women’s
independence and decision-making in public life and
relationships, foster positive personal identities and
improve community attitudes to gender equality.
1

2

3
4
5
6

The Hub has the
potential to house
co-working spaces for
public and private
sectors and a business
incubator to foster local
economic growth.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications
& Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au

7

8

9

10

11

Prepared January 2020
12

CITY OF WHITTLESEA Mernda Health and Wellbeing Hub | 3

Australian Bureau of Statistics (2019), Regional Population Growth,
Australia, 2017-18 (cat. no. 3218.0), [accessed August 2019]
forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecast,
[accessed July 2019]
City of Whittlesea (2017), Human Services Needs analysis
atlas id (2019). City of Whittlesea Social Atlas, [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea (2019), Annual Household Survey
profile.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Community Profile, citing
Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2016, [accessed August 2019]
economy id. City of Whittlesea Residents Place of Work,
[accessed August 2019]
economy id. City of Whittlesea Economic Impact Model Tool –
Mernda Hub Analysis, [accessed August 2019]
economy id. City of Whittlesea Jobs to workers ratio, citing National
Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR) 2016-17,
[accessed July 2019]
B. Pocock, N. Skinner, P. Williams, 2012, Time Bomb – Work,
Rest and Play in Australia Today, New South Wales Publishing:
University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, NSW 2052
Our Watch, Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s
Safety (ANROWS) and VicHealth (2015), Change the story: A shared
framework for the primary prevention of violence against women and
their children in Australia
Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2016, Field of qualification,
QALFP – 2 Digit Level by SEXP Sex by SSC (UR), Mernda

OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS AN

Investment Sought:

AQUATIC AND INDOOR SPORTS
CENTRE IN MERNDA

We seek government investment of
$250,000 to develop a Masterplan for the
Mernda Aquatic and Indoor Sports Centre.

The rapidly growing communities of Doreen and Mernda urgently
need an aquatic and indoor sports centre like those enjoyed by other
communities. Our residents experience higher than average health
issues yet have limited access to exercise facilities known
to reduce the incidence of some of these diseases.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE HEALTH AND
WELLBEING NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITY
Regular physical activity is a contributor to overall good health.
In Australia, 2.6 per cent of the total disease burden is due to
physical inactivity.3 Below is a snapshot of the types of health
issues experienced by our residents:4

58 per cent

of our adult residents are overweight. This is significantly
higher than for Victoria and is the highest
rate for the North Eastern Melbourne Area.

44 per cent

of our adult residents do insufficient physical activity, the
second highest rate in the North Eastern Melbourne Area.

25 per cent

of our adult residents have arthritis and 20 per cent have
osteoporosis, rates that are significantly higher than for
Victoria.

Seven per cent

of our adult residents have Heart Disease which is the sixth
highest rate in Victoria and the highest in the North
Eastern Melbourne Area.

Six per cent

of our adult residents have Type 2 Diabetes which is the third
highest rate in Victoria and the highest rate in the North
Eastern Melbourne Area (along with Darebin).

A NEW AQUATIC AND INDOOR SPORTS
CENTRE FOR MERNDA
A new aquatic and indoor sports centre is planned for
development in Mernda. The centre will include indoor aquatic
facilities, health and fitness areas and indoor and outdoor
sports courts. The Centre will be a community hub, offering a
socially inclusive environment in which people of all ages and
backgrounds can come together to participate in a diverse
range of physical activity for the betterment of their health and
wellbeing. It is estimated that the centre will attract 500,000
– 550,000 visits per year1 plus an additional 250,000 visits per
year for the indoor and outdoor netball and basketball courts.

WHERE WILL IT BE LOCATED AND WHO WILL
IT SERVICE?
The proposed site is within the future Mernda Sports Hub
precinct on Plenty Road, Mernda, to the North of Bridge Inn
Road. It will predominantly service the Mernda and Doreen
areas , however is also expected to service a range of other
communities including Epping North, South Morang and

Whittlesea township. The current population of Mernda/Doreen
is currently 58,000 and this is projected to increase to over
65,0000 by 2041.2 The sports courts are intended to cater for
netballers and basketballers, as well as a range of other sports
played on indoor sports courts. The facility is also intended to act
as a regional netball hub for training and competition.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR TO ADVANCE
THE AQUATIC AND INDOOR SPORTS
CENTRE?
The Centre was originally identified in the 2011 Mernda
Regional Recreation Reserve Master Plan and was a key
recommendation of the 2014 Major Leisure and Aquatic
Facilities Strategy as well as the Indoor Sports Feasibility Study.
A Mernda Aquatic Centre Planning Study has been completed
and a Netball and Basketball Plan is close to finalisation, which
all reconfirm the need for aquatic facilities and indoor / outdoor
sports courts in this area. These documents outline proposals
and estimated costs.
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In line with the City of Whittlesea’s Active Whittlesea Strategy,
the Aquatic and Indoor Sports Centre will make a positive
contribution to community health and wellbeing outcomes by
enhancing opportunities for residents to be more physically
active, through addressing barriers to active participation across
a diverse range of sport and physical recreation activities and
environments. Royal Life Saving estimates that the average
pool visit generates benefits of $26.39 in improved health
outcomes and consequent reductions in health spending and
absenteeism.5

REDUCING TRAVEL TIME AND INCREASING
CONVENIENCE
The closest aquatic and leisure facilities available to Mernda
and Doreen residents are 20-30 minutes drive away in Mill Park,
Thomastown or Epping.

In addition, we also know that significant congestion on the
roads further detracts from the ability to easily access sport and
recreation facilities.
Our community engagement indicates that there is strong
community demand and expectation for an aquatic centre in
Mernda, with 76 per cent of survey respondents indicating
they do not use an aquatic and leisure centre due to travel and
cost.6 72 per cent of Mernda survey respondents rated the
importance of building the centre as between 7-10 out of 10,
with 45 per cent of those respondents rating it as extremely
important (10/10).7 We are confident that the Mernda aquatic
and indoor sport centre will attract strong participation from
local residents.

SUPPORTING CURRENT AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF NETBALL PLAYERS
The City of Whittlesea has a current shortfall of 21 indoor courts
and 18 competition compliant outdoor courts, these needs will
continue to grow as our population increases by 69 per cent
between 2019 to 2014 (from 229,791 in 2019 to 388,417).8
The proposed indoor and outdoor sports court facilities for
the Mernda Aquatic and Indoor Sports Center will include
competition compliant netball and basketball courts that will
form part of a regional netball centre for the municipality.
Netball and basketball provide a significant participation
opportunity for women and girls with female participants
making up 96 per cent of netball registrations and 28 per cent
of basketball registrations. Unfortunately there is an increasing
number of City of Whittlesea residents seeking basketball
and netball opportunities outside of the municipality, which
suggests there is already significant shortage of available
competition facilities in the City of Whittlesea.
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OUR FARMERS URGENTLY NEED

What is needed:

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS
ERADICATION

• Urgent reinstatement of the lobed needle
grass eradication program. Alternatively •

Lobed needle grass poses a significant threat to biodiversity and
agricultural productivity. It is classed as a ‘State prohibited weed’
under law meaning that it is considered to be among the highest
category of noxious weeds in our State but one which is still
capable of being eradicated.1 Since 2012 the State Government
has taken no action to eradicate lobed needle grass despite
having a statutory duty to take reasonable steps to do so.

$160,000 per annum for the City

of Whittlesea to undertake eradication
programs with local landowners.

Sustainable environment
• Eradicate lobed needle grass
• Protection of the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve
• Create a circular economy for recycling

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS IS A HIGHLY
INVASIVE WEED
•

Where is it from?
Lobed needle grass is indigenous to Uruguay, Argentina and
Brazil. It is closely related to serrated tussock, widely
regarded as the worst pasture weed in Australia.4

When did it first emerge?
It has thought to have been present in our municipality for
more than 40 years.5

What is it?
Lobed needle grass is one of the worst types of noxious
weeds in Victoria, with the potential to cause major damage
to the agricultural use of land and natural areas. It is classed
as a ‘State prohibited weed’ under law meaning that it is
considered to be among the highest category of noxious
weeds in our State but one which is still capable of being
eradicated.2 It forms dense competitive infestations which
can displace native grasses and productive grass palatable to
livestock.3

•

•

•

How does is spread?
It can produce thousands of seeds which are sharp and
capable of attaching to clothing, fur and equipment. The
grass is fast growing and can be spread easily, including
via seeds spreading when soil is moved.

•

How far has it spread?
Potential Distribution in Australia has been estimated to be
600,000 ha with substantial areas of Victoria at risk.6
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IN VICTORIA LOBED NEEDLE GRASS
MAINLY IMPACTS THE CITY OF WHITTLESEA
BUT WILL SOON IMPACT NEIGHBORING
MUNICIPALITIES
•

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS IS A SIGNIFICANT
THREAT TO OUR FARMERS
•

Lobed needle grass is unpalatable to stock and can displace
productive pasture species. It can outcompete edible
pasture grasses and reduce the amount of available feed
for livestock. This means that farmers will be forced to
graze less animals per hectare and will need to commit
their own resources to treat the weed and prevent further
degradation of their land. If this weed continues to spread
the productive capacity of properties will decline while the
costs of management will increase. Problematically, it can
be easily overlooked because of its similar appearance to
indigenous tussock grasses and other Nassella species.8

Where is it found?
According to the State Government’s database, the
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas, 87 per cent of the records of
lobed needle grass are located within the City of Whittlesea
(217 out of 248).7 It is mainly found in Epping, Mernda and
Donnybrook. We understand that 121 properties were part
of the eradication program.

•

Where is it likely to spread to?
Municipalities neighbouring the City of Whittlesea, mainly
Hume, Mitchell, Nillumbik and Darebin, are at great threat
of infestation.

Why can it harm farmers?

•

•

Lobed needle grass has the potential to contaminate
and reduce the value of wool. It can also cause injuries
to livestock because sharp seeds can bury into the skin,
mouths and eyes of animals.9

• Farmers want the reinstatement of the eradication program
as soon as possible.

What is the Government’s responsibility
under law?

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS CAN BE ERADICATED IF
IMMEDIATE ACTION IS TAKEN
•

•

What action has the Government taken to
eradicate lobed needle grass?
Up until 2012-2013 the State Government ran eradication
programs. Since then the State Government has taken
no action to eradicate Lobed Needle Grass since 20122013 despite it having a statutory responsibility to take
reasonable steps to do so.

•

What has the City of Whittlsea done to
encourage action?
We have written to the responsible Minster and responsible
Departments multiple times and have spoken to
Department representatives to try to determine why the
eradication program ceased and to encourage that it be
resumed.

What has the Government told us?
We have been advised by the responsible Minister and
Department representatives that an assessment was made
that it was no longer feasible for lobed needle grass to be
eradicated from Victoria (however, no formal feasibility
assessment was undertaken in forming this view). For this
reason, the responsible Department has opted to take no
action towards eradicating lobed needle grass.

Lobed Needle Grass is classed as a State prohibited weed
under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (Vic)
(CaLP Act). Under the CaLP Act, The Secretary must take all
reasonable steps to eradicate State prohibited weeds from
all land in the State.10

Can it harm farm animals?

What do farmers want done?
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FOR SEVEN YEARS THERE HAS BEEN NO
ACTION TO ERADICATE LOBED NEEDLE GRASS

•

What should be happening?
It is our strong view that it is still possible for lobed needle
grass to be eradicated because infestation numbers are
still relatively low. However, urgent action is needed to
eradicate lobed needle grass while there is still the
opportunity to do so. If eradication is not possible
then containment options should be put in place,
in accordance with Government biosecurity
protocols.
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•

What has the Government told landowners?

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS SPREADING IN
WOLLERT

No steps have been taken to let land owners know that the
eradication program has ceased and that landowners need
to start managing this weed themselves. This means that
many land owners may not be taking any action to prevent
the spread of a highly noxious weed that will impact the
profitability of their farmland because they are under the
assumption that the Government is managing the weed, in
accordance with its statutory duty to do so.
•

What role can the City of Whittlesea play?

2

3
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What is needed:

GRASSY EUCALYPT
WOODLAND RESERVE

We seek State Government action to fulfil
commitments made under the Melbourne
Strategic Assessment to secure 1200ha
of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve for
conservation through:

The Grassy Eucalypt Woodland is made up of majestic Red River Gums
that are the environmental hallmark of our municipality. Unfortunately,
its existence is under threat due to some farming practices and urban
development. As part of extending the Urban Growth Boundary, in
2009 the Victorian State Government made a commitment to the
Federal Government to secure (among other things) 1200ha
of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve by 2020. So far,
no land within this reserve has been secured
and urgent action is required.

If the Government does not wish to administer the
eradication program then Council officers are in a good
position to do so, if funded by the State Government.
We are able to coordinate this program having extensive
knowledge of the area and existing relationships with
many rural landowners in the area.

1

URGENT NEED TO PROTECT THE

Agriculture Victoria, Lobed needle grass. Available: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
agriculture/pests-diseases-and-weeds/weeds/state-prohibited-weeds/lobedneedle-grass [accessed August 2017].
CRC Weed Management, Lobed needle grass (Nassella charruana). Available:
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/weeds/publications/
guidelines/alert/pubs/n-charruana.pdf
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (Vic) s 21(1).
Agriculture Victoria, Lobed needle grass. Available: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
agriculture/pests-diseases-and-weeds/weeds/state-prohibited-weeds/lobedneedle-grass [accessed August 2017].
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas [accessed October 2017].
Agriculture Victoria, Lobed needle grass. Available: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
agriculture/pests-diseases-and-weeds/weeds/state-prohibited-weeds/lobedneedle-grass [accessed August 2017].
CRC Weed Management, Lobed needle grass (Nassella charruana). Available:
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/weeds/publications/
guidelines/alert/pubs/n-charruana.pdf

(a) voluntary negotiation with landowners,
including through voluntary purchase by
the Crown and reservation under the
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic); or
(b) on-title management agreements under
section 69 of the Conservation Forests
and Land Act 1987 (Vic).1

GRASSY EUCALYPT WOODLAND - WHAT IS IT?

WHAT LAWS PROTECT IT?

The Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain
is made up of open woodland of huge and majestic Red River
Gums, many of which are hundreds of years old. The woodlands
are home to a variety of wildlife including woodland birds and
possums2 as well as threatened species such as the Golden Sun
Moth, Striped Legless Lizard and threatened flora.3

The Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain is
listed nationally as a Critically Endangered ecological community
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act)6 because its long-term survival is
under threat.7 Listing as a nationally threatened ecological
community means that actions that have, will or likely to have
a significant adverse impact on the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland
need to be referred to the Australian Government Minister for
the Environment and may require approval under the EPBC Act.8

The woodlands are endemic to Victoria and used to be
widespread across the Victorian Volcanic Plain, but have
undergone severe decline and are now mostly reduced to
small and degraded fragments. Less than five per cent of the
original woodland remains, although it is likely that areas in good
condition constitute less than one per cent.4 Unfortunately,
some land management practices associated with farming and
agriculture, as well as urban development, have contributed to
the significant destruction, degradation and fragmentation of
the woodlands.5

In 2009 the Victorian Government entered into an agreement
with the Commonwealth Government under the EPBC Act to
undertake a strategic assessment of (among other things) the
extension of the urban growth boundary (referred to as the
“Melbourne Strategic Assessment”).9 The Commonwealth
Government approved the extension of the urban growth
boundary, subject to conditions aimed at ensuring that
development occurs in a way that protects areas of
environmental significance. This includes securing 1200ha of
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve.10
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WHAT IS THE STATE GOVERNMENT REQUIRED
TO DO?
Under the Melbourne Strategic Assessment, the State
Government made a commitment (among others) to secure
a large Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve of at least 1200ha,
situated south west of Whittlesea, outside of the urban growth
boundary. A detailed investigation including community
consultation is to inform a reservation and acquisition schedule
that will be provided to the relevant Department. There is a
commitment to fully secure the reserve, including acquisition,
by 2020.11 To achieve this, the State Government has
committed to undertaking (among other things) the following:
(a) To apply appropriate planning provisions to the land
depending on the circumstances (may include a Rural
Conservation Zone, an Environmental Significance Overlay
or another statutory mechanism) to be determined by the
State Minister for Planning.12
(b) To secure the land through voluntary negotiation with
landowners, including through voluntary purchase by the
Crown and reservation under the Crown Land (Reserves)
Act 1978 (Vic) or on-title management agreements under
section 69 of the Conservation Forests and Land Act 1987
(Vic).13
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(c) Preparation of management plans for each parcel of land
once they are secured for conservation purposes and
ensuring planning provisions for implementation and
funding are in place.14

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SO FAR?
(a) Environmental Significance Overlays are in place for the
entire 1200 hectares and the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland
Reserve investigation area has been broadly identified.
(b) No land within the 1200ha Grassy Eucalypt Woodland
Reserve has been secured and there are no land
management agreements in place.15
A 2014 report describes the land characteristics that will be
prioritised for conservation and the preferred mechanisms
of acquisition and/ or management. These are set out in four
categories in order of priority (1. Parcels supporting Grassy
Eucalypt Woodlands with a Kangaroo Grass understorey; 2.
Parcels supporting Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands with a spear
grass understorey; 3. Parcels containing derived grasslands
and thickets; 4. Parcels containing scattered trees or ‘fertilised
woodlands’).16 A report has been developed that outlines how
the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve can be secured but it
has not been made available to the public. The Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning advise that reporting
against the commitment to secure the reserve will happen once
the first parcel is secured for conservation.17

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE NOW?

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NO ACTION IS TAKEN

It is unclear whether the commitment to secure 1200ha of
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve will be achieved by 2020.
In order to progress this goal, the following actions need to be
urgently taken:

There are various processes and potential consequences
flowing from the State’s non-compliance with agreements
made with the Commonwealth as part of the Melbourne
Strategic Assessment.18 What we are immediately concerned
about is the potential continued loss of our majestic woodlands.
We only have five percent of the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland
remaining in Victoria, and less than one per cent in good
condition. The protection of this land is urgent. Much of
the area identified as the Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve
investigation area has a long history of stock grazing and other
land management practices that are often incompatible with
native vegetation management. Continued delays in securing
sites supporting Grassy Eucalypt Woodland may result in
significant loss and/or further degradation of this valued and
critically endangered environmental community. Inaction
could see us loose our last, significant parcels of beautiful
big Red Gum trees and associated native grasses and
habitats – which are the environmental hallmarks
of our municipality.

(a) The public release of the plan to acquire relevant parcels
of land. The release of this document is important so that
Council and the community can be confident that progress
is being made towards the Government’s commitment to
secure 1200ha of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve and
that there is an action plan towards achieving this
commitment.
(b) The identification of land parcels for acquisition and/or
management within the four priority categories.
(c) Commencement of communication and negotiations with
land owners.
(d) Establishment of management agreements with land
owners under Section 69 of the Conservation Forests and
Land Act 1987 (Vic) and/or purchase of land for priority
parcels.
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URGENT NEED TO

RESCUE OUR
RECYCLING

City of Whittlesea residents are committed to
recycling. However, our national recycling system
is in crisis and requires significant overhaul. With
the right policy leadership and investment, our
recycling system can be saved and strengthened.
These are the key actions we seek from the
State and Federal Governments:

What is needed:
State Government
Action 1:
Action 2:
Action 3:
Action 4:

Invest in recycling infrastructure
Fund and support market development
Bolster community education
Strengthen industry oversight / regulation

Federal Government
Action 1:
Action 2:
Action 3:
Action 4:

Mandate product stewardship
Tackle consumer packaging
Strengthen the National Waste Policy
Regulate / ban production and importation
of hard-to-recycle materials
Action 5: Standardise package labelling and certify
use of recycled content

7

THE NATIONAL RECYCLING CRISIS – HOW DID
WE GET HERE?
In Australia, significant amounts of recyclable materials have
been exported offshore. In 2011, China adopted regulations
aimed at reducing contamination in imported material and in
2017, a campaign referred to as “National Sword’ was launched
to enforce their regulations. Since January 2018, China’s ban
on the importation of contaminated recyclable materials has
been in force.1 This ban has exposed significant weaknesses
in Australia’s national recycling system which relied in part on
exporting materials to China.

By July 2019, SKM Recycling – Victoria’s largest recycler servicing
33 local councils- had stockpiled so much combustible
recyclable waste (that could no longer be exported) that the
Environment Protection Authority ultimately issued a ban on
SKM from receiving any more recyclable material at its Laverton
North site.2 Subsequently, SKM informed councils that it would
not accept material at any of its sites for an uncertain period of
time. This has meant that most of SKM’s contracted councils,
including the City of Whittlesea, has had no choice but to
send recyclable material to landfill while continuing kerbside
collections.3
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WHAT IS CURRENTLY BEING DONE TO ADDRESS
THE RECYCLING AND WASTE MANAGEMENT
CRISIS?
The Federal Government has a National Waste Policy, updated
in 2018, that proposes 14 strategies for managing waste
reduction and recycling, which seek to apply circular economy
principles for waste, recycling and resource recovery.4 Federal
and State environment ministers agreed in December 2018 to
push for “urgent development of a strong national plan that
includes appropriate funding, robust targets and milestones”
for implementing the policy.5 Environment ministers will
meet later in 2019, when firm targets for funding and specific
initiatives are expected to emerge.6
The Victorian State Government has a Recycling Industry
Strategic Plan released January 2018, following China’s ban on
receiving recyclable materials.7 The four goals of the plan are
to (a) stabilise the recycling sector, (b) increase the quality of
recycled materials, (c) improve the diversity and productivity
of the recycling sector and (c) develop markets for recycled
materials.8 The Environment and Planning parliamentary
committee is due to report on an inquiry into recycling and
waste management by 29 November 2019.9 The Department
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning are currently holding
workshops for the delivery of a Victorian Circular Economy
policy and action plan for release in late 2019.10

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Victorian Government charges a landfill levy on all
waste disposed of at licensed landfills in Victoria. Councils
pay the levy on municipal waste sent to landfill, with the
cost passed through to ratepayers via garbage charges for
kerbside collections, gate fees at landfills/transfer stations or
rates.11 The money received by the State Government through
the landfill levy goes into the Sustainability Fund – a fund
intended to be used to foster sustainable use of resources,
best practice waste management and reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions.12 The total money accrued in the Sustainability
Fund at 30 June 2018 was $511 million. These funds should be
dedicated to addressing our recycling crisis.

Action 1: Mandate product stewardship

As for local government action, we support the sector coming
together to advance the following actions:

ACTION
ONE

Commit greater quantities of Sustainability Fund
money to bolster sorting and processing
capability in Victoria. We urgently need more
capacity in our materials recovery facilities across
the state.

Action 2: Fund and support market development
ACTION
TWO

Commit greater quantities of Sustainability Fund
money to drive demand for recycled content.
Support research and development to increase
uptake of new uses for recycled materials. Set
mandatory procurement targets for Australian
recycled material by government agencies.
Incentivise procurement of Australian recycled
content by others. Support the MAV to develop
procurement options for councils.

Action 3: Bolster community education
ACTION
THREE

Commit greater quantities of Sustainability
Fund money to develop and deliver a consistent
state-wide community education campaign
focused on:

Introduce mandatory product stewardship for all
products that generate waste. Put clear and
binding targets within the Product Stewardship Act
to drive action by industry. This approach would
align with the polluter-pays principle, incentivising
designers and producers to take responsibility for
the environmental impacts of their products.

Action 1: Collaborate for market expansion
ACTION
ONE

Action 2: Tackle consumer packaging
ACTION
TWO

Action 1: Invest in recycling infrastructure

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?
There is work to be done across local, state and Commonwealth
governments. Urgent action needs to be taken because
stockpiling remains a serious concern and very large volumes of
recyclable materials are currently being sent to landfill. The City
of Whittlesea proposes the following measures, as articulated
by the MAV and the City of Whittlesea in our recent submission
to the Parliamentary inquiry into recycling and waste:

ACTION
ONE

In partnership with state and territory ministers,
review the National Environment Protection (Used
Packaging Materials) Measure 2011 to impose
mandatory participation and binding obligations
across the consumer packaging chain. As an interim
measure, clarify obligations on industry so that it’s
easier to hold them to account.

Action 3: Strengthen the National Waste Policy
ACTION
THREE

In partnership with state and territory ministers,
adopt an action plan for the National Waste Policy
that includes firm and ambitious targets and
timelines that fast-track our transition to a circular
economy.

Action 4: Regulate/ban production and importation of
ACTION
hard-to-recycle materials
FOUR
Action 5: Standardise package labelling and certify
ACTION use of recycled content
FIVE

Mandate adoption of the Australasian Recycling
Label for all consumer packaging sold in Australia
and adopt a certification system for recycled
content in line with the US or European models.

Working with the Victorian government, investigate
and support options to collaboratively procure
kerbside recycling services with the aim of
enhancing competition and attracting new
investment in recycling in Victoria. This process is
currently underway.

Action 2: Educate the community
ACTION
TWO

Continue to develop and support delivery of
community education that focuses on reducing
waste and minimising contamination in recycling
bins. Undertake regular bin audits to reduce
contamination in kerbside recycling.

Action 3: Buy recycled
ACTION
THREE

Wherever feasible, support market development
via procurement of recycled content, both for
corporate operations, services and infrastructure
programs.

Action 4: Explore stream separation
ACTION
FOUR

Working with industry, pilot collection services that
separates glass from the rest of kerbside recycling
to reduce contamination of material.

Action 5: Advocate to and work with the federal and
ACTION state governments to achieve the reforms
FIVE
outlined in the sections above.
It is these tiers of government that have the powers
to create a responsible and sustainable recycling
system.

• making waste-wise decisions
• putting pressure on producers to reduce waste
• what can and can’t go into recycling and the
costs of getting it wrong.
The education campaign should use the channels
that most effectively reach the community and
apply learnings from other successful government
campaigns.

Action 4: Strengthen industry oversight/regulation
ACTION
FOUR
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Recycling is considered an essential service by
most, yet the few large operators we have in
Victoria operate under a veil of secrecy. The State
must improve transparency and accountability
within the industry. Access to robust and credible
data on market conditions, and costs and revenue
within the recycling sector is essential to achieve
best value for the community.
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2
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5
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MRA Consulting Group, China National Sword: the role of the Federal
Government, a discussion paper prepared for the Australian Council of Recycling,
p.1 http://www.mraconsulting.com.au/PDFs/MRA_China_National_Sword.pdf
EPA bans SKM Recycling from accepting new waste and Laverton North Plant, ABC
News, 10 July 2019. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-07-10/epa-slaps-skmlaverton-north-waste-ban/11289820
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group, Victorian State Government,
Supporting Councils to respond to SKM’s temporary closure, 27 August 2019.
https://mwrrg.vic.gov.au/news/supporting-councils-to-respond-to-skmstemporary-closure/
National Waste Policy 2018: https://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/
resources/d523f4e9-d958-466b-9fd1-3b7d6283f006/files/national-wastepolicy-2018.pdf
Editorial, Waste management needs a national plan, The Age (online), 19 August
2019. https://www.theage.com.au/national/waste-management-needs-a-nationalplan-20190819-p52iov.html
Editorial, Waste management needs a national plan, The Age (online), 19 August
2019. https://www.theage.com.au/national/waste-management-needs-a-nationalplan-20190819-p52iov.html
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Victorian State Government, Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, Victorian’s urged to keep recycling, 5 July 2019. https://www.
environment.vic.gov.au/sustainability/victorians-urged-to-keep-recycling
8
Victorian State Government, Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, Victorian’s urged to keep recycling, 5 July 2019. https://www.
environment.vic.gov.au/sustainability/victorians-urged-to-keep-recycling
9
Parliament of Victoria, Committees, Inquiry into Recycling and Waste
Management. https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/epc-lc/inquiries/inquiry/954
10
Victorian State Government, Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, A circular economy for Victoria. https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/
sustainability/circulareconomy
11
Municipal Association of Victoria, Rescue our Recycling. https://www.mav.asn.au/
news-resources/campaigns/rescue-our-recycling
12
Municipal Association of Victoria, Rescue our Recycling. https://www.mav.asn.au/
news-resources/campaigns/rescue-our-recycling
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Strong local economy
• Local schools
• Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal
• International Food Hub Epping

Key factors behind the
urgent need for the timely
delivery of schools:

PRIORITY SCHOOLS FOR

EPPING NORTH, WOLLERT
AND DONNYBROOK

THE CITY OF WHITTLESEA IS EXPERIENCING RAPID POPULATION GROWTH
Our communities are experiencing rapid population growth. In 2019 we have a population of 229,791, which is forecast to grow to
nearly 388,417 by 2041. By 2040 the school age population in Epping North, Wollert and Donnybrook will grow significantly:1
SUBURB

1. We are experiencing rapid population
growth generally.
2. We have high numbers of households
with children.
3. Our school age population is growing rapidly.
4. We have very limited access to specialist
schools including autism specific schools.
5. Our population growth means we will reach
the trigger points for these schools
between now and 2025.

Every week the City of Whittlesea welcomes more families
to the municipality, particularly to our new growth suburbs
of Epping North, Wollert and Donnybrook. The rapid
population growth along Whittlesea’s north-western growth
corridor means there is significant demand for education
infrastructure and services.

2019

EPPING NORTH

2041 INCREASE IN RESIDENTS

34,531

57,873

23,342

68%

WOLLERT

368

36,995

36,627

9,953%

DONNYBROOK

232

52,664

52,432

22,600%

OUR SCHOOL AGE POPULATION IS GROWING
By 2040 the school age population in Epping North, Wollert
and Donnybrook will grow significantly:

WE HAVE HIGHER NUMBERS OF
HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN
Epping North – Wollert area has a far higher proportion
of households with children compared to Greater
Melbourne.2 This makes the timely delivery of schools
a high priority for our municipality.

• age 5 to 11 years: 245 per cent increase
• age 12 to 17 years: 351 per cent increase1
Forecast population of school aged children in
Epping North, Wollert and Donnybrook1
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TRIGGER POINTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SCHOOLS
Population growth in our newly emerging suburbs of Epping,
Wollert and Donnybrook means that there is significant demand
for education infrastructure and services.
To prevent the overcrowding we are witnessing in many
schools in Whittlesea’s north-eastern growth corridor, we
urgently need timely delivery of primary, secondary and
specialist schools in these areas. Early provision of schools

Schools need to be developed based on the following
population triggers:

plays a critical role for new communities by supporting people
to live locally and be socially connected.

• 2,750 households per public primary school
• 8,250 households per public secondary school

The State Government’s recent investment in education
infrastructure in the City of Whittlesea is greatly commended
and will go a long way to addressing the needs for local students
and their families.

Household Forecasts – Epping North, Wollert and Donnybrook precincts
30,000

Purchase additional land and construct Wollert East P-6 with the school to open in 2022.

PRIORITY 2

Construct Wollert East 7 -12 with the school to open in 2023, including a fully integrated specialist school.

PRIORITY 3

Purchase the land and construct Hayes Hill P-6 in Donnybrook with the school to open in 2023.

PRIORITY 4

Purchase the land and construct Wollert West P-6 with the school to open in 2023.

PRIORITY 5

Purchase the land for Wollert Central with the school to open in 2025.

PRIORITY 6

Construct Edgars Creek Secondary stage 3, to open in 2023.

PRIORITY 7

Invest in land acquisition and construction of Mt Ridley Autism School.

Number of households

PRIORITY 1

20,000

8TH PRIMARY SCHOOL
2ND SECONDARY SCHOOL
WOLLERT EAST 7-12

EPPING VIEWS P-6

3RD PRIMARY SCHOOL
EDGARS CREEK P-6

10,000
EDGARS CREEK
7-12

10TH PRIMARY SCHOOL

3RD SECONDARY
SCHOOL

4TH PRIMARY SCHOOL
WOLLERT EAST P-6

HARVEST HOME
ROAD P-6

15,000

5,000

9TH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Provisional Ratios
2,750 households per primary school
8,250 households per secondary school

25,000

SEEKING STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS

This means that, when there are 8,250 households in an area,
there needs to be three primary schools and one secondary
school. The graph below sets out the trigger points for our
priority schools.

6TH PRIMARY SCHOOL
WOLLERT WEST P-6

7TH PRIMARY SCHOOL
WOLLERT CENTRAL P-6

5TH PRIMARY SCHOOL
HAYES HILL P-6

0
2016
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2021

2022
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2024

2025

2026

2027

2028

2029

2030

Forecast years are financial years beginning 1 July
New school required
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MAP OF SCHOOL PRIORITIES
KEY
Proposed school
Site purchase funded
Construction underway
School operational
PRIORITY 3

Future proposed schools

HAYES HILL P-6

Donnybrook
SPECIALIST SCHOOLS
At the 2016 Census there were 1093 people aged between 5-19
years in need of assistance due to disability, living in the City
of Whittlesea. To cater for current residents and Whittlesea’s
rapidly growing population there is an urgent need to deliver:
• Mt Ridley Autism Specialist Autistic School and
• A P-12 special school for students primarily with an
IQ of 50-70, equivalent to Concord School.
Currently, Whittlesea students requiring specialist education
and their families face unacceptable barriers to accessing
appropriate schools including limited access to school buses,
long travel times and minimal access to before or afterschool
care. These barriers can significantly impact children’s wellbeing
and learning outcomes, and the wellbeing and employment
opportunities for their families.

SCHOOLS ARE AT CAPACITY
AND DIFFICULT TO ACCESS:

WOLLERT FINDON CREEK 7-12

• Northern School for Autism is the only autism school
available to City of Whittlesea residents. Expected
2020 enrolments for this school will exceed its capacity
and may leave families unable to enrol their child.
• With Concord School located outside the southern
boundary of the municipality families from the
outer north are spending hours in traffic to get to
and from this school.
Specialist schools have varying catchments and campuses.
Below are the current schools available for families of the
City of Whittlesea to access, many of which are located
outside the municipality.

WOLLERT ANDREWS RD P-6

PRIORITY 4
PRIORITY 6

WOLLERT WEST P-6

EDGARS CREEK 7-12
Stage 3 required
EPPING NORTH WEST P-6

PRIORITY 1,2 & 7
EDGARS CREEK P-6

SCHOOL

ENROLMENT CRITERIA

ENROLMENTS AT MARCH 2018

LOCATION

Merriang Special Development
School P-12

IQ 50 or below

110 students

2 campuses:
South Morang and Lalor

Concord School P-12

IQ 50-70

445 students

Campuses outside the Local
Government Area (LGA) in
Bundoora and Watsonia

Diamond Valley Special
Development School

IQ 50 or below, ages
2.8 years to 18 years

145 students

PRIORITY 5
WOLLERT CENTRAL P-6

HARVEST HOME ROAD P-6
(Established 2017)
QUARRY HILLS P-6

Main campus and 3 satellites
outside the LGA

EPPING VIEWS P-6
(Established 2008)

One satellite at the northern end
of LGA with 11 students
Northern School For
Autism P-12

1
2

Autism and severe
behaviour disorder
(PSD guidelines)

331 students

Senior campus (100 students)
in the LGA
Other campus outside LGA

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience

forecast.id, 2019, City of Whittlesea Population Forecast [accessed July 2019].
Profile.id, citing Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2016, City of Whittlesea Population Profile
https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/households-with-children, [accessed July 2019]

9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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WOLLERT EAST P-12 and
P-12 SPECIAL SCHOOL
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We are seeking:

PLANNING FOR THE

BEVERIDGE INTERMODAL
FREIGHT TERMINAL
Beveridge has been identified by the State Government as a
prime location for Victoria’s interstate freight hub. This exciting
infrastructure will play a significant role in delivering efficiencies
in the movement of freight, ease traffic congestion and unlock
job opportunities for a rapidly expanding community.

We require a commitment from the State and
Federal Government to undertake the planning
for the Beveridge Interstate Freight Terminal
and confirm the development timeframes. We
need to:
• Invest $250,000 to develop a business
case for an intermodal freight terminal in
Beveridge

The proposed Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal is located
in the municipalities of Whittlesea and Mitchell and is on the
doorstep of one of Melbourne’s fastest growing communities.
It is located in close proximity to future residential growth areas
that will accommodate over 100,000 people in the next 30 years.
Beveridge has been identified as a key employment precinct.
The development of the interstate freight terminal and
supporting industries is expected to contribute 10,000 jobs to
the region.

• Acquire the land needed for the Beveridge
Intermodal Freight Terminal

NEXT STEPS
Efficient intermodal terminals in Melbourne and Brisbane
are critical to realising the benefits of Inland Rail and will
provide broader economic benefits including improving the
competitiveness of Australia’s freight supply chain.
Whilst 1,000 hectares has been set aside for the terminal and
associated industries, the facility is still only a concept and in
the early stages of planning. As such, with no clear commitment
or timeframes, it makes the integration of infrastructure
planning with the adjoining Precinct Structure Plan very
difficult.

Hume Freeway
Major Road
E6 Corridor

Wallan
Wallan South & Wallan East (Part 1)

n Rail L

ine

Wallan South & Wallan East (Part 1)

Beveridge North West

Donnyb

rook an

d Walla

Beveridge North East

Beveridge Central

Lockerbie North

Beveridge South West

The Victorian Government has identified Beveridge as the
preferred location for an interstate freight hub to maximise
productivity in Australia’s freight network.
Over 1000 hectares of land has been identified for the proposed
Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal and associated freight
and logistics based industrial area. Once operational, the
terminal will enable freight to be transferred from Victoria’s two
largest ports of Melbourne and Geelong to the rest of Australia.
The proposed site is positioned east of the MelbourneSydney rail line and north of the E6 Freeway reservation and
is strategically located to maximise links to the MelbourneSydney-Brisbane rail line, Hume Freeway and proposed Outer
Metropolitan Ring Road (refer to map overleaf).

Beveridge
Intermodal
Proposed BIFT
Site
Freight Terminal

BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT
The confirmation and delivery of this project will have the
following benefits:

• An increase in local/regional employment opportunities and
additional local expenditure in an area of rapid growth.

Merriﬁeld North

• The upgrade of road and transport networks will increase

•

•

accessibility and assist multiple users, including freight, to
navigate and travel with greater cohesiveness. This will
provide a strategic advantage and includes the Outer
Metropolitan Ring and E6 Transport Corridor.
The delivery of infrastructure will encourage additional
investment within the northern growth corridor, which will be
vital for an area which is projected to have a population of
over 150,000 in the next 30 years.
It will support the State freight network by relieving current
pressure on the freight terminal at West Melbourne (Dynon
Road).
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
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Donnybrook
Woodstock

DEVELOPING AN
INTERNATIONAL FOOD HUB
IN MELBOURNE’S NORTH
Melbourne’s North is fast positioning itself as a food hub of
national significance. A large undeveloped parcel of land in the
heart of the precinct could bolster the region as a major player in
the global food market. With a skilled workforce and supporting
industries on its doorstep, the only thing stopping Melbourne’s
North from international success is government investment.

We are seeking State
and Federal Government
commitment to:
• Support the creation of an international
food hub on the land next to the
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable
Market in Cooper Street, Epping.
• Provide funding for a masterplan for the
site and to establish the precinct and
attract suitable investors.

CREATING AN INDUSTRY CLUSTER

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Located alongside Melbourne Markets is 50 hectares of land
which is ideal for future development. Development will be
instrumental in the growth of the food and beverage industry
and driving Victoria’s food and fibre exports, which currently
account for 27% of Australia’s food and fibre exports.3

The Melbourne Food Hub has the potential to provide
compelling social and economic impacts:4

Development of the land will further ensure the area becomes
an industry cluster – bringing together private enterprises,
government agencies, business support and incubation,
marketing, manufacturing, processing, packaging, logistics,
distribution, waste and energy minimisation, research and
training.
The cluster will create opportunities for businesses to co-locate
enabling both new and existing food and beverage processors,
manufacturers, food packaging specialists, cold-chain suppliers
and logistic and transport companies to expand and grow
via improving their potential to export, collaborate and build
productivity through economies of scale.

The availability of undeveloped land in the centre of the precinct
will enable the region to be a major player in the
global food market.

Appropriate planning and a commercialisation structure will be
required to attract small, medium and large enterprises, as well
as affiliated technology, research and education providers, to
the precinct.

$1,072m

Value of construction

6442

Ongoing jobs by
2026

3780

Construction jobs

$12.3m

Retail expenditure in
the locality by 2026

FUTURE
MELBOURNE
FOOD HUB
Growth in Victoria’s food and beverage industry is expected to
be profound. The value of food and fibre exports is projected
to increase significantly, reaching a total of $28 billion by
2030 in Victoria.1 Melbourne’s North is expected to double its
output to $5 billion and create an additional 7,000 jobs in the
sector over the next 10 years.2

MELBOURNE WHOLESALE FRUIT, VEGETABLE
AND FLOWER MARKET

A 50 hectare parcel of undeveloped land adjoining Melbourne
Wholesale Fruit, Vegetable and Flower Market (Melbourne
Markets) is ideally situated to unlock Melbourne’s North as an
international food hub.

Melbourne Markets is one of six central fresh produce markets
in Australia and provides a critical link between growers,
wholesalers, retailers and the fresh produce supply chain.

The site plays a vital role in securing new food related jobs for
Victoria, building on its world leading technology and innovation.
The precinct is already considered to be a nationally significant
food hub and requires government investment to be a major
player in the global food market. The prime location of
government owned land adjacent to the Markets offers the
greatest short to medium term prospect to raise the profile and
importance of Melbourne’s North as a major food and beverage
hub.
Melbourne Markets has partnered with NORTH Link, City of
Whittlesea and City of Hume to develop a feasibility study
to scope potential uses for the land, which will provide the
foundations for a masterplan for the site.

The Melbourne Market completed a once in a generation move
to its new $460 million purpose built facility in Cooper Street,
Epping in 2015.

More than 5000 businesses use the Market as a base, buying
and selling fresh produce and over 1800 individual fruit and
vegetable buyers source their produce direct from the Market.3
Up to 120,000 square metres of warehousing space provides
for the integration of supply chain logistics within the Market
and is the largest warehousing precinct of any central market in
Australia.3

PERFECTLY LOCATED
The City of Whittlesea is perfectly located to facilitate growth in
the food, fibre and beverage industry.
In total, the food and beverage precinct could encompass 120
hectares, featuring direct access to Melbourne’s extensive
freeway network and close in proximity to Melbourne Airport
allowing easier access to local, interstate and overseas
customers.

With an estimated value of $2 billion of produce passing through
it annually, the Melbourne Markets is the catalyst to stimulate
further affiliated economic development for a state-of-the-art
food and beverage precinct of national significance.3
The food production sector is already regarded as a priority
in the region and has developed into an industry cluster, with
relevant educational institutions and freight networks already in
the area.
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The proximity of high quality green wedge areas to this
infrastructure increases the potential of agribusiness
development.
Locating next to the Melbourne Markets provides significant
food handling and logistical advantages, reducing handling,
transport and labour costs.
With more than 3000 vehicles accessing the the Markets
daily there is already a comprehensive range of auxiliary
support services provided. This will be developed further as
additional complementary uses are implemented including
business incubation, manufacturing, logistics and distribution,
commercial, education, research and training.3

OPPORTUNITIES TO EMBRACE SCIENTIFIC AND
ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

OPPORTUNITY FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED
ENTERPRISES
Industry analysis show that the average food and beverage
manufacturing businesses are small – medium sized enterpises
(SMEs) employing an average of 18 employees.
One would expect a significant growth opportunity for SMEs
in the food and beverage manufacturing industry if a food hub
was positioned in Melbourne’s North. The potential access to
export markets would see new businesses relocate and local
businesses grow and require larger manufacturing facilities.
The defining characteristic of the food industry in Melbourne’s
North is that it predominantly comprises SMEs. Most of the
SMEs have the potential to double their business within a
decade.
In a time where large corporate food companies are relocating
offshore, these smaller companies are growing and taking
advantage of alternative channels to market.

SKILLED WORKFORCE AVAILABLE TO MATCH
JOB GROWTH
Melbourne’s North has the skilled workforce available to
match the jobs growth generated by an international food hub.
The City of Whittlesea has a higher number of professionals
skilled in the areas of food and manufacturing; transport and
warehousing; and scientific and technical services fields than
there are local jobs available (see below). This workforce is
ready to respond to local job opportunities.

Through the tertiary and technical institutions in and around
the City of Whittlesea the region has a strength in scientific
and academic research and development. Furthermore, the
institutions within the region have specialist facilities focused
on the development of the food and beverage industries, and
specifically production of value-added healthy fast-food options
for ‘time poor’ consumers. Such institutions have the potential
to help develop a ‘circular economy’ within the food and
beverage sector by driving innovation and collaboration from
inception through the full food chain. These include:

THE FOOD AND BEVERAGE GROWTH PLAN: MELBOURNE’S NORTH
A Food and Beverage manufacturing hub in Melbourne’s
North was identified in The Food and Beveridge Growth Plan:
Melbourne’s North (2014) as a significant opportunity for
Victoria as the industry cluster continues to rapidly develop.

• RMIT University’s Food Research and Innovation Centre.
• Melbourne Polytechnic’s School of Food, Plant and Animal
Industries.
• La Trobe AgriBio Centre.
Through leveraging the existing resources – both physical,
human and research focused – there is the potential to develop
a cutting-edge food and beverage R & D sector that investigates
the potential for advancing the food production, packaging
and delivery industry and creating further efficiencies and
advancements that will be beneficial to both the wider food
network as well as the businesses within the City of Whittlesea.
The opportunity of increasing growth within the R & D sector
has the potential for ‘two-fold’ benefits with the employment
and agglomeration of more highly skilled workers to the
region. This not only increases the number of highly educated
individuals within the community but shifts jobs that are
traditionally closer to the CBD outwards and closer to homes in
Whittlesea growth areas.

NATIONAL FOOD PLAN
The Australian Government developed a National Food
Plan in 2013 with a vision of creating a sustainable, globally
competitive, resilient food supply supporting access to
nutritious and affordable food. Development of an international
food hub in Epping will help drive the Australian Government’s
National Food Plan 2013 to increase exports from Australia by
45% and to increase productivity by 30 per cent by 2025.7
1

2

3
4

Food and
manufacturing

Transport, postal
and warehousing

compared with 11,065
professionals6

compared with 8768
professionals6

8170 jobs

The report aims to increase productivity, competitiveness,
collaboration and drive innovation in this key manufacturing
sector and identifies the potential to grow the food and
beverage sector in Melbourne’s North by an extra 7000 jobs
and increase turnover from $2.6 billion to $5 billion over 10
years.8

3294 jobs

Professional,
scientific and
technical services

Agriculture Victoria, Agriculture Victoria Strategy http://agriculture.vic.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/385949/Agriculture-Victoria-Strategy_FINAL.
pdf
NORTH Link Creating food and fibre jobs in Melbourne’s North http://
melbournesnorth.com.au/category/latest-news/
Melbourne Market Authority https://www.melbournemarkets.com.au/
The Melbourne Food Hub at Epping Melbourne Market Authority, https://
www.melbournemarkets.com.au/

2072 jobs

compared with 5686
professionals6

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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id forecasting https://economy.id.com.au/whittlesea/labourforce-key-statistics
Australian Government, National Food Plan http://www.ftaaus.com.au/wpcontent/uploads/2013/06/JUNE-national-food-plan-white-paper1.pdf
Melbourne’s North The Food and Beverage Growth Plan http://
melbournesnorth.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/The-Food-andBeverage-Growth-Plan-Melbournes-North-Report.pdf

OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS

AFFORDABLE HOMES
FOR ALL

Victoria is experiencing a housing crisis. While the
State Government has recently taken positive steps
in addressing affordable housing much more needs
to be done. This housing crisis means vulnerable
people in our municipality do not have a
safe and stable home.

38 per cent of our residents
experience rental stress,
24 per cent experience
mortgage stress and at least
630 are homeless.

Liveable Neighbourhoods
• Affordable Housing
• Addressing Youth Homelessness
• Upgrades for major suburban roads
• E6 Freeway

SEEKING FIVE COMMITMENTS
COMMITMENT 1

State-wide planning measures should be adopted that mandate and provide incentives for
affordable housing.

COMMITMENT 2

Take action to break the cycle of homelessness by providing a housing and homelessness access
point and outreach service in the City of Whittlesea – approximately $600,000 p/a.

COMMITMENT 3

Provide youth crisis accommodation and youth housing services in the municipality. For example,
fund the Hope Street First Response Youth Service in South Morang ($4.8M capital) and provide
ongoing operational funding from the Specialist Homelessness Services Fund ($2.3M p/a).

• Wollert Transport Corridor
• Premium Bus Service
• Tram Route 86
COMMITMENT 4

Invest in all types of affordable housing in the City of Whittlesea from crisis accommodation to
affordable home ownership, and commit to using surplus State-owned land for affordable housing
in our municipality, for example:
• 323 McDonalds Road, Epping and
• 995 Plenty Road, South Morang.

COMMITMENT 5

Require all new affordable housing to comply with the Livable Housing Design Guidelines.
Affordable housing should be quality built dwellings, appropriate for people of all life-stages and
abilities.
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• Inadequate social housing
The City of Whittlesea has far fewer social housing
households compared with Greater Melbourne (1.3 per
cent compared to 2.6 per cent, respectively).7 There are
over 4,045 applicants waiting for social housing on the
Victorian Housing Register in north east Melbourne (Inc.
Whittlesea, Nillumbik, Darebin and Banyule). 61 per cent
of these people have priority access status.8
• High levels of family violence
Family violence is a significant cause of homelessness.9
Our municipality has the highest rate of family violence in
the north east metropolitan region (1,474 incidents per
100,000 population, compared to 1,204 for Victoria).10
Family violence is a reason cited by 42 per cent of people
who access homelessness services.11
• Low income households
Twenty-two per cent of households fall within the lowest
income range ($0 to $38,480) and 23.6 per cent fall within
the medium income range ($38,352 to $73,632).12
• High levels of financial stress
Almost half of all households in the municipality are
experiencing moderate or heavy housing related stress
(46 per cent).13 For people renting their home, 5,791
households (38.1 per cent) are in housing stress. For
people buying their home, 6,822 households (24.5 per
cent) are in housing stress.14

• The City of Whittlesea recognises that every person has a
right to affordable, safe and stable housing to support their
livelihood and sense of belonging.1
• The Victorian Government is denying people’s right to have
a roof over their head by neglecting to provide enough
subsidised housing for people who cannot afford a home
on the private market.
• Affordable housing is essential community infrastructure
necessary to achieve positive social and economic outcomes.
Unmet housing need is a significant driver of disadvantage:
without stable, affordable housing people lack a foundation to
improve their life circumstances.
• We recognise the definition of affordable housing in the
Planning and Environment Act 2- meaning housing, including
social housing, that is appropriate for the needs of very low
to moderate income households and that is allocated to these
households.
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• Affordable rental housing is decreasing
The availability of new rental housing stock that is
affordable to lower income households has significantly
declined in the City of Whittlesea from 65 per cent in
2006, to 9 per cent in 2018.15
• Homelessness: understanding and responding to a
growing need
Accurate data on homelessness is difficult to obtain due
to the transient and hidden nature of homelessness.
However, we know there has been at least a 7 per cent
increase in homelessness in the City of Whittlesea from
2011 to 2016, which is higher than the national average (5
per cent).16 Specialist homelessness services report that
they cannot keep up with the demand for housing and
support services in the municipality which is impacting
people of all ages.17 In Victoria, research shows:
• around 2 in 5 people experiencing homelessness are
children or young people.
• the number of people aged 55+ experiencing
homelessness is increasing significantly.
• at least 42 per cent of people who are homeless in
Victoria are women.18
Family violence or relationship breakdown is a main reason for
people seeking assistance from homelessness services.19
There is an immediate need for specialised outreach
homelessness services to support people from across the
City of Whittlesea. These services need to be suitable for the
diversity of people experiencing or at risk of homelessness,
which can include young people, older people and people
experiencing family violence.20

• Some housing in our municipality may appear ‘affordable’
however, financial vulnerability is a significant issue for
residents. High cost of living pressures due to the lack of
public transport and local jobs and the lack of public transport
and other factors impact the affordability of living in the
outer-suburbs. Many residents across the municipality report
not having enough money to buy food.3

Commitment one: State-wide planning measures should be adopted that mandate and provide
incentives for affordable housing.

• Local councils have an important role in encouraging and
facilitating high quality affordable housing developments
targeted at households on very-low to moderate incomes.
We recently amended our local planning scheme to
incorporate specific social and affordable housing measures.4
However, regulatory action necessary to meet the demand
for affordable housing is in the hands of State and Federal
Governments.

• Initiatives in Homes for Victorians are positive steps in
the right direction
This includes the framework to assist local councils,
developers and land owners to enter into voluntary
arrangements for affordable housing in major
developments. While the changes are likely to generate
positive affordable housing outcomes, it will not deliver
the number of dwellings needed to meet demand.

• We want a city where everyone has a place to call home.
But at the moment there are at least 630 people in the
City of Whittlesea who are homeless, some living on the
street, out of their car with their children or in over-crowded
houses.5 The flow-on impacts of a person becoming homeless
are experienced by families, support agencies, governments,
and the community as whole.6 Addressing the issue requires
multiple strategies and partnerships. All people in Whittlesea
experiencing homelessness should be able to access
appropriate housing and support services when needed.

SEEKING FIVE COMMITMENTS

State-wide mandatory measures are necessary to
encourage the scale of affordable housing that is required.
Such measures create an equal playing field across all
municipalities, set clear standards for all developers and
investors, and ensure the delivery of affordable housing at
scale.

• A state-wide minimum of 15 per cent affordable housing
for significant developments
Planning measures in London include a 35 per cent
threshold for affordable housing attached to a fast track
incentive regime.21 South Australian regulations require
15 per cent social and affordable housing for certain
developments. A proposed 15 per cent threshold is
modest, reasonable and is the minimum necessary to start
encouraging the scale of affordable housing that meets
demand in Victoria.22 A similar model to that in South
Australia should be adapted to the Victorian context and
include measures to ensure developments that are
close to services and infrastructure.
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Our community urgently needs a specialised housing and
homelessness service access point to be located in the
municipality. We estimate that the cost of the access point

service to be $600,000 p/a. A homeless access point is the
mandatory first step/intake for people to access specialist
homeless services. The nearest access point is outside the
municipality at Haven; Home, Safe in Preston.
Mobile outreach and prevention and early intervention
programs provided across the municipality are also critical.
These vital services are required to provide an integrated
response to assist people across all life-stages and with
multiple or complex needs.

Commitment three: Provide youth crisis accommodation and youth housing services in the
municipality. For example, fund the Hope Street First Response Youth Service in South Morang
and provide ongoing operational funding from the Specialist Homelessness Services Fund.
The City of Whittlesea has no youth specific emergency
accommodation despite homelessness being a pressing issue
for many young people. In partnership with Hope Street
Youth and Family Services, we seek investment of $4.8 million
to construct the Hope Street First Response Youth Service and
$2.3 million in ongoing operational funding.

Hope Street currently has a First Response Youth Service
in Melton, funded by the State Government.23 We are
seeking a similar service for the City of Whittlesea. The City
of Whittlesea has land available, via peppercorn rent, upon
which a facility will be constructed. This is a real opportunity
to improve access to homelessness
services for young people in our municipality.

Located next to Middle Gorge Railway Station
on the new Mernda line, this site is a 4 mins
train ride to Plenty Valley Activity Centre and
close to education and recreation facilities.
Land owner: Vic Track
Site size: 5.9 hectares
Developable site size: Approx. development parcel
of 0.9 hectare
Current Zone: Public Use Zone Schedule 4
Current Overlays: NIL
Future Zone: Noting the General Residential Zoning
of land adjacent to the site, the subject land could be
rezoned to a General Residential Zone – subject to a
Planning Scheme Amendment process
Adjacent land: Surrounding land parcels used for
residential purposes. Predominately medium density
town house development.

D
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City of Whittlesea welcomes the steps made by the Victorian
Government to tackle homelessness across the state through
the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Plan. However,
years of government inaction, funding cuts and rapid
population growth mean more needs to be achieved now to
address this growing need.

995 Plenty Road, South Morang
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Commitment two: Take action to break the cycle of homelessness by providing a housing and
homelessness access point and outreach service in the City of Whittlesea

Middle Gorge
Train Station

Map 1: 995 Plenty Road South Morang, developable area only

Developable areas
zone
Boundary area and
full site location

Commitment four: Invest in all types of affordable housing in the City of Whittlesea from crisis
accommodation to affordable home ownership, and commit to using surplus State-owned land to
provide affordable housing in our municipality.
The following sites offers a significant opportunity for the State Government to deliver its policy initiative in Homes for Victorians on
‘Inclusionary housing to increase the supply of social and affordable housing’.

323 McDonalds Road, Epping
Located within a designated activity centre, Plenty
Valley Town Centre, this site is well serviced, close
to public transport, shops, education and
recreational facilities.
Land owner: Director of Public Transport
Site size: 2.023Ha
Current Zone: General Residential Zone
Current Overlays: Design and Development Overlay:
Schedule 7 and Development Contributions Plan:
Schedule 3. DDO7 encourages higher density
residential development of up to four storeys
Future Zone: Upon completion/implementation of
the Plenty Valley Town Centre Structure Plan the site
will be rezoned to the Activity Centre Zone.

The Structure Plan proposes an eight-storey limit for the site
and requires a transition in height on the west boundary to
provide a sensitive interface with existing dwellings
Adjacent land: The site is adjacent to a large (1.84Ha) vacant
parcel of land at 351-391 McDonalds Road, Epping which has
the potential for density residential.

Figure 1. Artist impression of developable site at 323 McDonalds
Road, Epping
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Map 2. 995 Plenty Road South Morang, map of site including non-developable land.
CITY OF WHITTLESEA Affordable homes for all | 5

Commitment five: Require all new affordable housing to comply with the Livable Housing
Design Guidelines. Affordable housing should be quality built dwellings, appropriate for people of
all life-stages and abilities.
• Build homes that are appropriate for all ages and abilities
We strongly commend the Government on its Victorian
Social Housing Growth Fund, which contains a significant,
$1 billion capital investment. All new affordable housing,
including those funded under the Social Housing Growth
Fund, should be required to comply with Livable Housing
Australia’s Livable Housing Design Guidelines. The
Guidelines ensure that homes are easy to access and
cost effective to adapt when life circumstances change.24
Houses that reflect the Guidelines are safer and more
liveable for families with young children, people who have
sustained a temporary injury, people who are ageing and
people with disability and their families.

1
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7
8
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24

• Addressing safety risks and social isolation for older
people and people with a disability
There is a lack of suitable housing for older people and
people with a disability which is forcing people to live in
unsafe homes or to move away from their social networks.
Currently, most of Victoria’s affordable housing does not
meet the accessibility needs of our diverse communities.
It is essential that affordable housing be appropriate and
adaptable for people of all ages and abilities.

City of Whittlesea Social and Affordable Housing Policy and Strategy.
Victorian Government, Planning and Environment Act 1987, https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/legislation-regulations-and-fees/planning-legislation
City of Whittlesea 2017, Annual Household Survey: AHS Housing and financial vulnerability Issues Paper.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme, clause 21.09, Housing, http://planningschemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/schemes/whittlesea/ordinance/21_mss09_wsea.pdf [accessed
Oct 2017].
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing: Estimating homelessness 2016, https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/
DetailsPage/2049.02016?OpenDocument [accessed June 2019]
Women’s Property Initiatives (2013), Issues paper, Ageing and Women’s Homelessness: Overcoming the bag lady syndrome. https://wpi.org.au/sites/default/
files/Issues%20Paper%20-%20Ageing%20and%20Homelessness_for%20public_3.pdf
Profile.id, City of Whittlesea, Housing Tenure, http://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/tenure [accessed October 2017].
Victorian Government Department of Health and Human Services, Victorian Housing Register, June 2019, https://www.housing.vic.gov.au/victorian-housingregister [accessed Sep 2019]
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2049.0 - Census of Population and Housing: Estimating homelessness, 2011. Factsheet: Domestic and Family Violence. http://abs.
gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/2049.0Main%20Features452011?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=2049.0&issue=2011&num=&view=
[accessed Oct 2017].
City of Greater Dandenong Statistical Data for Victorian Communities, citing Crime Statistics Agency Victoria (2018), Number and Rate per 100,000 population of
family incidents by Local Government Area, 1999-2018. https://www.greaterdandenong.com/document/18464/statistical-data-for-victorian-communities
Victorian State Government , Homes for Victorian, Demand for Services in Whittlesea, 2015/2016 [presentation slides Thursday 26 October 2017]
Profile.id, City of Whittlesea, Household income quartiles, https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/household-income-quartiles [accessed October 2017].
City of Whittlesea, Community Attitudes and Liveability Survey 2018, Housing related financial stress, page 113
Housing.id, City of Whittlesea, Affordability & Availability, citing ABS Census 2016
https://housing.id.com.au/whittlesea/affordability-and-availability
Victoria State Government, Department of Health and Human Services, Rental Report time series data, Affordable lettings by local government area - Dec 2018,
LGA affordable, all bedrooms. https://dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/201906/Affordable%20lettings%20by%20local%20government%20area%20
-%20March%20quarter%202019.xlsx [accessed June 2019]
City of Whittlesea, Homelessness Snapshot of Data, 2018
City of Whittlesea, 2018, Human Services Needs Analysis: Includes Mernda Town Centre Needs Analysis
Council of Homelessness Person, Facts about Homelessness, http://chp.org.au/
Everybody’s Home, Housing solutions for all Australians, (2018) http://everybodyshome.com.au/
Parity (2016), Responding to Homelessness in outer Metropolitan Areas, Jarvis, A. Feature: Responding to Homelessness in Outer Metropolitan Areas
Mayor of London, Homes of Londoners: Affordable Housing and Viability, Supplementary Planning Guidance 2017. https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/
files/ah_viability_spg_20170816.pdf [accessed October 2017].
Government of South Australia, Renewal SA, Affordable Housing, Developer Information Sheet 01: An overview of the Affordable Housing Process. https://
renewalsa.sa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Developer-Information-Sheet-01-An-overview-of-the-affordable-housing-process.pdf [accessed October
2017].
https://www.hopest.org/programs/melton/hope-street-first-response-melton
Livable Housing Australia. http://www.livablehousingaustralia.org.au/ [accessed October 2017].

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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PROVIDING CRISIS
ACCOMMODATION TO ADDRESS
YOUTH HOMELESSNESS

What is needed:
We need State Government investment to
construct the Hope Street First Response
Youth Service in South Morang (4.8M) and
provide ongoing funding from the Specialist
Homelessness Services Fund (2.3M p/a).

The City of Whittlesea has no youth specific emergency
accommodation despite homelessness being a pressing issue
for many of our young people. One option for addressing
this complex service need is the Hope Street First Response
Youth Service in South Morang. Council has land available for
peppercorn rent, providing a great foundation for the State
Government to build crisis accommodation and unlock the
door to addressing youth homelessness.

INVESTMENT SOUGHT
The City of Whittlesea has no youth specific emergency
accommodation despite homelessness being a pressing issue
for many of our young people. In partnership with Hope
Street Youth and Family Services, we seek investment of $4.8
million to construct the Hope Street First Response Youth
Service and $2.3 million in ongoing funding. Outcomes for
our young people from the delivery of this service include:
• diversion from the homelessness service system
• receiving stable, safe housing and building a pathway out of
homelessness

• having a stable base from which to look for and retain
employment and education opportunities
• ability to access full income entitlements and thereby have
increased financial security
• improved connectedness to several support systems
(schools, recreational, friends and family).
The City of Whittlesea is providing (via peppercorn rent)
the land upon which the service will be constructed,
therefore, there is a real opportunity to realise Hope Street’s
ambitious plan to build a First Response Youth Service in our
municipality.
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WE NEED YOUTH CRISIS ACCOMMODATION IN
THE CITY OF WHITTLESEA

• For people aged 18 and over we have the highest rate
of high or very high psychological distress in the Eastern
Melbourne Primary Health Care Network (EMPHN)
catchment.20 This is above the Victorian average. We also
have the highest rate of emergency department
presentations with anxiety in the EMPHN catchment.21
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples make up 3.3
per cent of the Australian population, yet represent 25 per
cent of all people seeking help for homelessness.22 The City
of Whittlesea has the second highest population
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples out of
metropolitan Melbourne,23 making up 0.8 per cent of the
City of Whittlesea population, (compared to 0.5 per cent in
Greater Melbourne).24

Most young people in the City of Whittlesea are developing
well and are happy, healthy and confident about their future.
They aspire to complete high school, go on to further training,
work, contribute to their communities and make the world
a better place.1 At the same time, we know that there are
young people who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness
in our municipality. We don’t have specific figures on the
number of young people (12-24) experiencing homelessness
in the City of Whittlesea. However, through anecdotal
evidence and other available data it is clear that many young
people in our municipality are likely experiencing or are at risk
of homelessness.

WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE TELL US
Our young people tell us that safe housing concerns them
the most. A safe home, for our young people, means homes
that are free of drug and alcohol misuse, have trustworthy
adults and allow for financial security for basic needs such as
food, clothing and amenities. Homelessness is a key issue that
our young people want the Victorian State Government to
address.2

MANY PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF WHITTLESEA
ARE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
2016 Census data estimated that there were 630 people in the
City of Whittlesea who were homeless.3 This includes adults
and young people living in severely overcrowded dwellings,
supported accommodation, staying temporarily with other
households (or ‘couch surfing’) or in boarding houses, among
other potential arrangements.4 2016 Census data estimates
that nationally, 12-24 year olds represented 24 per cent of all
homeless persons.5 The Australian Bureau of Statistics notes
that youth are both over-represented yet underestimated in
the homeless population. This is because many young people
might record a “usual address” when couch surfing or staying
with friends and family.6

HIGH RATES OF FAMILY VIOLENCE
Family violence is the main reason women and children
leave their homes in Australia7 and is one of the three
main vulnerabilities experienced by young people seeking
homelessness assistance.8 The City of Whittlesea has the
highest rate of family violence in the northern region and one
of the highest in Metropolitan Melbourne (1,474 incidents per
100,000 population, compared to 1,204 for Victoria).9

THE SOCIAL HOUSING SITUATION
DISENGAGEMENT FROM EDUCATION AND
EMPLOYMENT
Around one third of young people presenting for
homelessness support are not engaged in education
or employment.10 Disengagement from education and
employment can often be an outcome related to family
violence, family breakdown, mental health issues and
housing instability. More young people (aged 15-24) in
our municipality are disengaged from both education and
employment compared to Greater Melbourne (9.8 per cent
and 7.4 per cent respectively).11 In 2016, 16.5 per cent
of young people aged 15 to 24 in the City of Whittlesea
were unemployed, compared to 15.9 per cent in Greater
Melbourne.12

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGE AND
FINANCIAL STRESS
Young people who grow up in poverty are more likely to
experience homelessness.13 In the City of Whittlesea:
• Thomastown and Lalor have lower median incomes, higher
rates of unemployment and relatively low rankings on the
SEIFA Index of Disadvantage.
• Fourteen per cent of our households are experiencing
mortgage stress14 and 32 per cent are experiencing rental
stress,15 rates that are significantly higher than for Greater
Melbourne (11 per cent and 27 per cent respectively).
• National data shows that income support is high among
clients receiving housing support (78 per cent of supported
housing clients aged 15 and over receive some sort of
government payment.16

• There are currently no youth specific crisis accommodation
beds available in the City of Whittlesea. Of the 423 crisis
accommodation beds across Victoria, only 158 of these
beds are in dedicated youth homelessness services where
young people are in safe environments and are not
required to share their space with much older people.25
• Only 1.3 per cent of all dwellings in the City of Whittlesea
are social rental housing compared to a Greater Melbourne
average of 2.6 per cent.26
• There are 4,045 applicants waiting for social housing on
the Victorian Housing Register in north east Melbourne
(Inc. Whittlesea, Nillumbik, Darebin and Banyule), 61 per
cent of these people have priority access status.27
• Over the last 12 months, just 40 rental properties (0.9
per cent of all rental listings) would have been affordable to
household on a very low income in inner Melbourne.28

SOLUTIONS

Hope Street currently has a First Response Youth Service in
Melton, funded by the State Government.29 We are seeking a
similar service for the City of Whittlesea.
Hope Street Youth and Family Services has an ambitious
plan to build a First Response Youth Service in the City of
Whittlesea for young people aged 16-24 and their children.
The service will deliver:
• emergency accommodation for young people and families
in a purpose-built 13 bedroom youth refuge
• holistic, wrap-around case management and integrated
support
• prevention and life-long diversion from homelessness
• mobile emergency response available 24/7, enhancing the
supported crisis accommodation response
The service will assist 220 young people per year who
are experiencing homelessness, including 120 people via
mobile outreach support and 100 people via emergency
accommodation. The service is based on best practice
principles in providing specialist services to young people who
have experienced trauma and have mental health conditions.
Outcomes for young people include:
• diversion from the homelessness service system
• receiving stable, safe housing and building a pathway out of
homelessness
• having a stable base from which to look for and retain
employment and education opportunities
• ability to access full income entitlements and thereby have
increased financial security
• improved connectedness to several support systems
(schools, recreational, friends and family).

There are different forms of housing required to address
homelessness, from emergency accommodation through to
affordable rentals and ownership. We have a real opportunity
in the City of Whittlesea to provide accommodation at
the beginning of the housing spectrum – in the form of
emergency accommodation for young people, through Hope
Street’s First Response Youth Service.
This would help to address the significant demand for youth
crisis accommodation and youth related housing services in
our municipality.

HIGHER RATES OF MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
Mental illness forms one of the three main issues experienced
by young people seeking homelessness assistance.17
• Around 15 per cent of adolescents surveyed in the City of
Whittlesea reported high levels of psychological distress.
This was more than for the northern metropolitan region
(12.4 per cent) and state (13 per cent).18 Children and
adolescents make up 16 per cent of Victorian Mental
Health Service clients.19
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The City of Whittlesea has significant unmet demand for social
and affordable housing.

HOPE STREET’S FIRST RESPONSE YOUTH
SERVICE FOR MELBOURNE’S NORTH EAST

Emergency / crisis
accommodation

Transitional and
supported housing

Social housing
(public and
community housing)

Affordable rental
housing

Affordable home
ownership

You can refer to the City of Whittlesea’s Affordable Housing fact sheet for further
information on the full spectrum of housing required.
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OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS

INPUTS REQUIRED
Input

Value

Source

Status

Land on which to
build

2500 Square metres;
$875,000

City of Whittlesea

Land provided via Council Resolution
3 April 2018
Long-term peppercorn rental

Capital costs

$4.8 million

Combination of:
• philanthropic and corporate donations
• property industry foundation in-kind
support
• State Government

Donations received:
• ALH Group: $40k

State Government

Business Case for budget submission
in draft stages

Ongoing operational
costs

$2.3 million p/a

A number of proposals are
currently pending

EPPING ROAD UPGRADE

Our community urgently needs Epping Road to be
duplicated between Craigieburn Road East and
Bridge Inn Road to increase road capacity
and address the serious safety risks
faced by road users.

What is needed:
Duplication
Safety and capacity improvements along
Epping Road require State Government
funding and involves:
• Duplication of the two lane undivided
road to a four lane divided road
between Memorial Avenue to
Bridge Inn Road

An existing First Response Youth Service is currently operating out of Melton and further information can be accessed at:
https://www.hopest.org/programs/melton/hope-street-first-response-melton
City of Whittlesea, Baseline for Young People, YouthPlan 2030+, 2017, p. 26.
City of Whittlesea, Baseline for Young People, Youth election platform for the 2018
Victorian State Election: http://www.baselinewhittlesea.com//var/files/uploads/
pdfs/2b020006af114af265fbe162dfd9aca7.pdf.
3
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 20490DO006_2016 Census of Population and
Housing: Estimating Homelessness, 2016, Table 6.1, All Homeless Persons, by place
of enumeration, Local Government Area, 2016. Available from: https://www.abs.
gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/2049.02016?OpenDocument.
4
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 20490DO005_2016 Census of Population and
Housing, Estimating homelessness 2016, Table 5.1, Homeless Operational groups
and other marginal housing, by place of enumeration, Statistical Area Level 3 and
4, 2016, Table 5.1. Available from: https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/
DetailsPage/2049.02016?OpenDocument.
5
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 20490DO001_2016 Census of Population and
Housing: Estimating homelessness, 2016, Table 1.1 Homeless Persons, Selected
Characteristics, 2001, 2006, 2011 and 2016. Available from: https://www.abs.gov.
au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/2049.02016?OpenDocument.
6
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Youth Homelessness:
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/2049.0Main%20
features302016?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=2049.0&issue
=2016&num=&view
7
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, the specialist homelessness services
2017–18 web report, Clients who have experienced domestic and family violence,
citing Spinney A, 2012. Home and safe? Policy and practice innovations to prevent
women and children who have experienced domestic and family violence from
becoming homeless. Final report no. 196. Melbourne: Australian Housing and
Urban Research Institute.
8
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Council is grateful for the State Government commitment to
duplicate Epping Road from Memorial Avenue to Craigieburn
Road East. We are seeking a matching commitment from all
State election parties and further commitment to extend the
scope of this project from Craigieburn Road East to Bridge
Inn Road. Epping Road is the main road servicing the rapidly
growing suburb of Epping and the developing Wollert area. It
experiences a very high volume of traffic and a key section of
the road between Bridge Inn Road and Memorial Avenue is of
a rural standard and is not built to service the level of traffic
it receives. This poses serious safety risks to road users and
children accessing local schools.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents face
a two hour commute to work.1 We continually hear about the
health and wellbeing impacts of long and frustrating commute
times and social isolation directly from residents, in our
community consultations and through our Annual Household
Survey. This proposal is a key element towards improving
liveability and the wellbeing of our residents.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020

SERIOUS SAFETY CONCERNS TO ROAD
USERS AND SCHOOL CHILDREN
• Traffic accidents
From 2013 to 2018, Epping Road had 16 traffic accidents
with 5 of a serious nature and 23 people injured.2 The
road’s unsuitability to the high volume of traffic contributes
to these accidents.

• Traffic congestion
Epping Road between Bridge Inn Road and Craigieburn
Road East carries 22,900 vehicles per day, with road users
experiencing significant congestion and increasing numbers
of trucks.3 Traffic modelling projections suggest that traffic
will increase to 30,000 vehicles per day by 2031.4
• Unsuitable for large volumes of traffic
Built to a rural standard, Epping Road cannot safely handle
today’s high volume of traffic, with poor shoulders, open
drains and inadequate pedestrian footpaths. Epping Road’s
connection with the planned east-west arterial road at the
intersection of O’Herns Road and Findon Road will further
increase traffic on Epping Road.
• Unsafe intersections
Residential development has rapidly created new
intersections along Epping Road. The intersections between
Bridge Inn Road and Craigieburn Road East in Wollert will
require additional capacity to ensure the safe flow of traffic
and to reduce traffic queues.

CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS
WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Between 2012 and 2019, the population of Epping North grew
by 23,001 people.5 The population will continue to increase
by another 23,342 people by 2041.6 The areas of Wollert and
Donnybrook will have similarly large populations once fully
built. Given Epping Road already poses serious safety risks
there is an overwhelming need for its duplication in light of
projected population growth.
CITY OF WHITTLESEA Epping Road upgrade | 1
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DUPLICATING EPPING ROAD WILL:

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING

• Increase pedestrian safety, particularly for people accessing
community facilities
• Significantly increase road capacity and reduce traffic congestion
• Allow for more frequent and reliable bus services between
Epping and Wollert
• Increase road safety by:
o improving cyclist safety
o separating oncoming traffic using a central median strip,
thereby reducing the likelihood of head-on collisions
o providing turning lanes at points beyond intersections,
ensuring the safe flow of traffic and reducing the
likelihood of rear-end collisions.

The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation process.
The road improvement requested will directly assist each of these
Future Directions, particularly “Accessibility in out and around
our city ”.7 The proposal is included in Council’s Road and Public
Transport Plan (2017) and also addresses Council’s Integrated
Transport Strategy (2014).8 The State Government policies used as
a guide include the Victorian Road Safety Strategy 2013-2023 and
the Towards Zero 2016-2020 Road Safety Strategy.

3
4
5

6

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020
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• The Mernda Strategy Plan Development
Contributions Plan anticipates duplication of
this section of road, however Development
Contributions Plan funding does not cover
the entire cost of delivery. Therefore, State
Government funding is required to make up the
shortfall for full duplication.
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57,873

2

• Sufficient road reserve has been set aside
for the duplication of this section of Bridge
Inn Road through the Mernda Strategy Plan
Development Contributions Plan.

Metres
1,000

34,531
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• Bridge Inn Road needs to be duplicated and
urbanised between Yan Yean Road and
Wellington Street.

• Bridge Inn Road needs to be urbanised (but not
duplicated) on the remaining section of the road
(between Wellington Street and Epping Road).
Duplication is not required at this stage because
there is no development in this area.

Epping Secondary
College

Bus Stops

What is needed:
Urbanisation and duplication

City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey: 20.8 per cent of Epping North
respondents to the City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household survey responded
that they are more likely to spend 90 minutes or more travelling to/from work,
compared to the City of Whittlesea average of 9 per cent.
VicRoads Crash Statistics, 31 November 2019 [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea; Traffic Counts 2019
City of Whittlesea; Traffic Model – Part 2 (2015).
Profile.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Profile, Usual Residents for Epping
North-Wollert. https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/population?WebID=130,
[accessed July 2019].
forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts. Forecast for Epping
North. www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed May 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan 2030 and
Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan (2017)
and Integrated Transport Strategy (2014)

Council is grateful for the State Government commitment to
duplicate and urbanise Bridge Inn Road from Yan Yean Road to
Plenty Road. We are seeking a matching commitment from all
State election parties and further commitment to extend the
scope of this project from Plenty Road to Wellington Street.
Bridge Inn Road is the main east-west road through the
northern suburbs of the City of Whittlesea, connecting the
rapidly growing suburbs of Mernda and Doreen with the
developing Wollert area. It is built to rural standards and is not
suitable for the high volume of urban traffic it now receives.
This poses serious safety risks to road users and children
accessing local schools.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents face
a two hour commute to work.1
We continually hear about the health and wellbeing impacts of
long and frustrating commute times and social isolation directly
from residents, in our community consultations and through
our Annual Household Survey. This proposal to duplicate and
urbanise Bridge Inn Road is a key element towards improving
liveability and the wellbeing of our residents.
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CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Between 2013 and 2018 Mernda and Doreen grew by 33,000
people.5 The number of residents is expected to continue to
grow to until it peaks in 2030 at 64,200 people.6

Given Bridge Inn Road already poses serious safety risks there
is an overwhelming need for its duplication and urbanisation
in light of the significant projected population growth.

Projected population increases to areas serviced by Bridge Inn Road 6

SERIOUS SAFETY CONCERNS TO ROAD USERS AND SCHOOL CHILDREN
• Traffic accidents
From 2013 to 2018 Bridge Inn Road between Wellington
Street and Plenty Road had 38 traffic accidents with 10
involving serious injuries, one fatality and 55 people
injured. The road’s current unsuitability to the high volume
of traffic it carries contributes to these accidents.2

• Unsuitable for large volumes of traffic
Built to a rural standard, Bridge Inn Road cannot safely
handle high volumes of traffic. It has poor shoulders,
a mixture of open drains and concrete kerbs, with no
continuous footpaths and few safe crossing points for
pedestrians and cyclists.

• Unsafe for school children
Critically, the traffic safety concerns on Bridge Inn Road
need to be urgently addressed for the safety of children
and young people accessing Gilson College. In 2016, there
were two reported crashes, one of a serious injury outside
Gilson College.2

• Unsafe intersections and turning movements
Residential development has rapidly created new
intersections and additional turning movements onto
Bridge Inn Road that require turning lanes to ensure the
safe flow of traffic, so that there are distinct lanes for
vehicles slowing or stopping to turn and those remaining
at speed to go through.

• Traffic congestion
Bridge Inn Road carries 18,700 vehicles per day west of
Plenty Road with road users experiencing congestion.3
Once complete the Mernda Town Centre, train station and
bus interchange will result in very significant increases
in traffic in and along Bridge Inn Road. Traffic modelling
projections suggest that Bridge Inn Road will carry 32,000
vehicles per day west of Plenty Road by 2031.4

• Future upgrades on connecting roads
The current roundabout at Bridge Inn Road and Plenty
Road is set to be upgraded to traffic lights with the State
Government committed to doing this as part of the Plenty
Road widening project (due mid-2020). This further
necessitates the duplication of Bridge Inn Road to cater for
additional traffic coming from Plenty Road.
• Access to the future Mernda town centre and train station
The future Mernda Town Centre and train station will
generate significant traffic increases. Residents and visitors
will need safe pedestrian and cycling access to maximise
liveability and enjoyment of local shops, cafes and outdoor
family areas. The ease of traffic and access created by a
duplicated road and upgraded pedestrian and bicycle path
networks will reduce social isolation because community
members such as parents, older people and people with
disability will feel it is safe to access the town centre.
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DUPLICATION AND URBANISATION WILL
ALLOW FOR BUS ROUTES
• No formal bus routes currently run along Bridge Inn Road
due to its rural standard and lack of pedestrian facilities.
As a result the current bus routes 381, 382 and 385 only
use small stretches of the road (i.e. to cross the road) to
service our communities.
• As part of the delivery of the Mernda rail extension, a
bus interchange has been built at Mernda train station to
service Mernda and Doreen residents. In order to allow
reliable and regular bus services, Bridge Inn Road needs to
be urbanised and duplicated.

2041 INCREASE IN RESIDENTS

% INCREASE

• Increase road safety by:
o Improving cyclist safety along the whole of
Bridge Inn Road
o Restricting right turns from side roads and driveways
to nominated points so that drivers can only turn
right at appropriately controlled locations including
signalised intersections
o Separating oncoming traffic using a central
median strip, thereby reducing the likelihood of
head-on collisions
o Providing turning lanes at points beyond intersections,
ensuring the safe flow of traffic and reducing the
likelihood of rear-end collisions.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING
DUPLICATING AND URBANISING THIS
SECTION OF BRIDGE INN ROAD WILL:
• Increase pedestrian safety, particularly for school children
and people accessing community facilities
• Significantly increase road capacity and reduce
traffic congestion
• Enable bus routes to be implemented along Bridge Inn
Road for residents to access local destinations such as the
future Mernda Town Centre and Mernda train station, as
well as other regional destinations

The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation
process. The road improvement requested will directly assist
each of these Future Directions, particularly “Accessibility in
out and around our city”.7
The proposal is included in Council’s Road and Public
Transport Plan (2017) and also addresses Council’s
Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).
The State Government policies used as a guide
include the Victorian Road Safety Strategy
2013-2022 and the Towards Zero 2016-2020
Road Safety Strategy.
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CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents
face a two hour commute to work.2
We continually hear about the health and wellbeing impacts
of long and frustrating commute times and social isolation
directly from residents, in our community consultations and
through our Annual Household Survey.
This proposal to duplicate and extend a key section of Findon
Road is a vital element towards improving the liveability and
wellbeing of our residents.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020
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• Council has committed to extending Findon Road
from Williamsons Road to Plenty Road, including
funding the bridge over the rail corridor.
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Extension and duplication

OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS

BRIDGE INN ROAD DUPLICATION

SERIOUS SAFETY CONCERNS
TO ROAD USERS
• Traffic accidents
From 2013 to 2018 Findon Road had 26 traffic accidents
with eight accidents of a serious nature and 26 people
injured. The road’s unsuitability to the high volume of
traffic contributes to these accidents.3

Future Yarrambat
Park Primary School

Valley
• Plenty
Traffic
congestion
Christian College
Findon Road between Epping Road and Williamsons Road
carries 17,000 vehicles per day with road users experiencing
congestion.4 Traffic modeling projections suggest that
Findon Road will carry 35,000 vehicles per day by 2031.5

• Unsuitable for large volumes of traffic
Findon Road from Epping Road to the E6 road reservation
is built to a rural standard that cannot safely handle the
high traffic volume with poor shoulders, open drains and
inadequate pedestrian footpaths. Urban development
planned in Quarry Hills Precinct Structure Plan and
commercial development in Danaher Drive will only
worsen traffic congestion.
• Unsafe intersections
Duplication of Findon Road will also require intersection
upgrades to traffic lights at:
o Grange Drive, upon extension of the road to
Findon Road
o The Great Eastern Way
o The Lakes Boulevard-Ferres Boulevard (Council funded
and starting in 2019-20)
o Civic Drive, Quarry Hills/E6 and Maserati Drive.

CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS
WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Between 2012 and 2019, the population of Epping North
grew by 23,001 people, and the population of Mernda and
Doreen grew by 33,000 people.6 In 2041, the populations of
Epping North, Mernda and Doreen at 2041 are shown in the
following table.
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Given Findon Road currently poses serious safety risks there is an overwhelming need for its duplication in light of projected population growth.

EXTENDING AND DUPLICATING
FINDON ROAD WILL:
• Provide a key east-west arterial road that will significantly
increase road capacity and reduce traffic congestion
• Reduce the volume of traffic on McDonalds Road and
enhance people’s access to facilities and services including
the Plenty Valley Town Centre
• Enable the operation of more regular and reliable bus
services on Findon Road and McDonalds Road
• Increase road safety by:
o improving pedestrian and cyclist safety
o separating oncoming traffic using a central median,
thereby reducing the likelihood of head on collisions
o providing turning lanes at points beyond intersections,
ensuring the safe flow of traffic and reducing the
likelihood of rear end collisions
o restricting right turns from side roads and driveways to
nominated points so that drivers can only turn right into
high flow traffic at signalised intersections.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING
The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation
process. The road improvement requested will directly assist
each of these Future Directions, particularly “Accessibility in
out and around our city”.8 The proposal is included in Council’s
Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and also addresses
Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).9 The State
Government policies used as a guide include the Victorian Road
Safety Strategy 2013-2022 and the Towards Zero 2016-2020
Road Safety Strategy.
1
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Our community needs Craigieburn Road East to be
duplicated and urbanised between Epping Road and
the Hume Freeway to service growing communities
in Epping North and Wollert.

Craigieburn Road East will be the key east-west road
connecting Epping North and Wollert residents to the Hume
Freeway and employment precincts to the west in the City of
Hume. The current population of 34,531 in Epping North and
368 residents in Wollert is set to grow to a combined 94,868
people living in these areas by 2041.1

Employment
Precinct

Plentry Valley
Town Centre

Bus Stops

Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience

Safety improvements and road capacity
upgrades to Craigieburn Road East
require State Government investment
to purchase land to create the road
reserve, and urbanise and duplicate
Craigieburn Road East between
Epping Road and the Hume Freeway.
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What is needed:
Urbanisation
and duplication

OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS

HAWKSTOWE

City of Whittlesea, Traffic Counts 2011.
City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey.
VicRoads Crash Statistics, 2013- 2018 [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Traffic Counts 2017.
City of Whittlesea, Traffic Model – Part 2 (2015).
Profile.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Profile, Usual Residents by precinct.
https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/population?WebID=130, [accessed July 2019].
forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts. Forecast for Epping
North. www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan 2030 and
Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and
Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).

CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents face
a two hour commute to work.2 We continually hear about the
health and wellbeing impacts of long and frustrating commute
times and social isolation directly from residents, in our
community consultations and through our Annual Household
Survey. This proposal to duplicate and upgrade Craigieburn
Road East is a key element towards improving liveability and
wellbeing in our municipality.

SERIOUS SAFETY CONCERNS TO
ROAD USERS AND SCHOOL CHILDREN
• Traffic accidents
From 2013 to 2018 Craigieburn Road East had 26 traffic
accidents with seven of the accidents involving people
seriously injured.3
• Walkers and school children access
Three potential schools have been identified in the Wollert
Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) that will be within walking
distance of Craigieburn Road East. A future school is
planned to be located adjacent to Craigieburn Road East on
the southern side and near Epping Road. Another school
currently under construction (Edgars Creek) is located south
of Craigieburn Road East at the corner of Edgars Road and

Steen Avenue. It is essential that footpaths and signalised
pedestrian crossings are provided for the safety of children
and young people accessing these planned schools. Shared
paths on both sides of Craigieburn Road East have been
planned in its ultimate design.
• Traffic congestion
Craigieburn Road East currently carries 19,000 vehicles
per day.4 This is expected to increase to 32,000 vehicles
per day by 2031.5
• Unsuitable for large volumes of traffic
Built to a rural standard, Craigieburn Road East cannot
safely handle current and projected high traffic volumes.
It has poor shoulders, a mixture of open drains and no
concrete kerbs, with no continuous footpaths and no safe
crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists.
• Unsafe intersections and turning movements
Future residential development will see the creation of
new intersections and additional turning movements onto
arterial and collector roads that will require turning lanes
to ensure the safe flow of traffic, so that there are distinct
lanes for vehicles slowing or stopping to turn and those
remaining at speed to go through.
• Future upgrades on connecting roads
Connecting roads are currently being constructed south
of Craigieburn Road East, including Edgars Road in the
Aurora Development Plan and an additional connection in
the Epping North East Development Plan. The Wollert PSP
identifies the need for future north-south roads including
one arterial road and four collector roads that will connect
to Craigieburn Road East to service the planned residential
precincts. All are signalised intersections. This further
necessitates the duplication of Craigieburn Road East
between Epping Road and the Hume Freeway to cater for
additional traffic from these roads.

CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Projected population increases to areas serviced by Craigieburn Road East 1
SUBURB
EPPING NORTH

2019

2041 INCREASE IN RESIDENTS

% INCREASE

34,531

57,873

23,342

68%

WOLLERT

368

36,995

36,627

9,953%

DONNYBROOK

232

52,664

52,432

22,600%
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Safety improvements and road capacity
upgrades to Donnybrook Road require
State Government investment to
purchase land to create the road reserve,
and urbanise and duplicate Donnybrook
Road between Epping Road and the
Merri Creek.

Future Roads
Urban Growth Boundary

School under
construction

Roundabout

Our community needs Donnybrook Road to be
duplicated and urbanised between Merriang Road
and the Merri Creek to service growing communities
in Donnybrook and Kalkallo.
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Donnybrook Road will be the key east-west road connecting
Donnybrook residents to the Hume Freeway and employment
precincts to the west and north-west in Hume City Council and
Mitchell Shire. The current population of 194 in Donnybrook
is set to grow to a population of 58,652 amongst a wider
catchment of 196,930 people in Hume City Council and
Mitchell Shire living in these areas by 2041.
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CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
DUPLICATION AND UPGRADE WILL
ALLOW FOR BUS ROUTES

o restricting right turns from existing and future
Metres
0 125 250
500
connecting roads to nominated points so that drivers
can only turn right at controlled locations such as
signalised intersections
o separating oncoming traffic using median strips, thereby
reducing the likelihood of head on collisions
o providing turning lanes at points beyond intersections,
ensuring the safe flow of traffic and reducing the
likelihood of rear collisions.
Scale at A3

Future bus routes along Craigieburn Road East will play an
important role in servicing residential access to local town
centres and community facilities. There is potential for an
orbital bus route from Mernda/Doreen to Wollert Town
Centre via Craigieburn Road East to Craigieburn Town Centre
and employment destinations in the City of Hume.

DUPLICATING AND UPGRADING
CRAGIEBURN ROAD EAST WILL:
• Significantly increase road capacity to cater for future
traffic demand
• Enable bus routes to be implemented along Craigieburn
Road East for residents to access local town centres,
Craigieburn Town Centre, as well as employment
destinations to the west
• Enable pedestrian accessibility and safety, particularly for
future residents and school children
• Increase road safety by:
o improving cyclist safety along the whole of
Craigieburn Road East

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING
The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation process.
The road improvement requested will directly assist each of these
Future Directions, particularly “Accessibility in out and around our
city ”.6 The proposal is included in Council’s Road and Public
Transport Plan (2017) and also addresses Council’s Integrated
Transport Strategy (2014).7 The State Government policies used as
a guide include the Victorian Road Safety Strategy 2013-2023 and
the Towards Zero 2016-2020 Road Safety Strategy.
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forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts. Forecast for by precinct.
www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed May 2019].
City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey: 20.8 per cent of Epping North
respondents to the City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household survey responded
that they are more likely to spend 90 minutes or more travelling to/from work,
compared to the City of Whittlesea average of 9 per cent.
VicRoads Crash Statistics, November 2018 [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Traffic Counts 2019.
City of Whittlesea, Traffic Model – Part 2 (2015).
City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan 2030 and
Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and
Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).

Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents face
a two hour commute to work.’ We continually hear about the
health and wellbeing impacts of long and frustrating commute
times and social isolation directly from residents, in our
community consultations and through our Annual Household
Survey. This proposal to duplicate and upgrade Craigieburn
Road East is a key element towards improving liveability and
wellbeing in our municipality.

SERIOUS SAFETY CONCERNS TO
ROAD USERS AND SCHOOL CHILDREN
• Traffic accidents
From 2013 to 2018 Donnybrook Road had 10 traffic
accidents with four of the accidents involving people
seriously injured.1
• Walkers and school children access
Three potential schools have been identified in the
Donnybrook-Woodstock Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) and
one school in Shenstone PSP that will be within walking
distance of Donnybrook Road. It is essential that footpaths
and signalised pedestrian crossings are provided for the
safety of children and young people accessing these

planned schools. Shared paths on both sides of Donnybrook
Road have been planned in its ultimate design.
• Traffic congestion
Donnybrook Road carries 10,150 vehicles per day.1 This is
expected to increase to 46,000 vehicles per day by 2046.1
• Unsuitable for large volumes of traffic
Built to a rural standard, Donnybrook Road cannot safely
handle current and projected high traffic volumes. It has
poor shoulders, a mixture of open drains and no concrete
kerbs, with no continuous footpaths and no safe crossing
points for pedestrians and cyclists.
• Unsafe intersections and turning movements
Future residential development will see the creation of
new intersections and additional turning movements onto
arterial and collector roads that will require turning lanes
to ensure the safe flow of traffic, so that there are distinct
lanes for vehicles slowing or stopping to turn and those
remaining at speed to go through.
• Future upgrades on connecting roads
Connecting roads are currently being constructed north
of Donnybrook Road, as residential development goes
ahead. The Donnybrook-Woodstock PSP identifies the need
for future north-south roads including two arterial roads
and three collector roads that will connect to Donnybrook
Road to service the planned residential precincts north and
south of this road. All will require signalised intersections
and are developer funded items. The proposed traffic
signals at Merriang Road and Donnybrook Road will require
State Government funding This further necessitates the
duplication of Donnybrook Road between Merriang Road
and the Merri Creek in the City of Whittlesea and further
west into Hume City Council to cater for additional traffic
from these roads.

CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Projected population increases to areas serviced by Donnybrook Road 1
SUBURB
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INCREASE IN RESIDENTS
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E6 FREEWAY CONSTRUCTION

What is needed:

METROPOLITAN RING ROAD TO HUME FREEWAY

• Construction of the 23km E6 from the Hume
Freeway to M80 Ring Road will provide a
north-south corridor through the heart of the
municipality, connecting established suburbs
and growth area suburbs and improve access to
regional employment centres for residents from
the outer-north.
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Our community needs the construction of the
E6 freeway to relieve congestion on Whittlesea’s
north – south road network and to cater for the
rapidly growing communities across the
Northern Growth Corridor.
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• Council urges the State and Federal
governments to bring forward the delivery of
the E6 freeway from the current nominated
timeframe of 15 to 30 years. Land along this
route is already reserved, and while some
environmental and civil engineering studies
need to be completed, there are no known
impediments to building this road.
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DUPLICATION AND UPGRADE WILL
ALLOW FOR BUS ROUTES
Future bus routes along Donnybrook Road will play an
important role in servicing residential access to local town
centres and community facilities, the Donnybrook Train
Station and employment and Major Activity Centres to the
west in Hume City Council and Mitchell Shire.

DUPLICATING AND UPGRADING
CRAGIEBURN ROAD EAST WILL:
• Significantly increase road capacity to cater for future traffic
demand
• Enable bus routes to be implemented along Donnybrook
Road for residents to access Donnybrook Train Station, local
town centres, as well as employment and activity centre
destinations to the west and north-west
• Enable pedestrian accessibility and safety, particularly for
future residents and school children
• Increase road safety by:
o improving cyclist safety along the whole of
Donnybrook Road
o restricting right turns from existing and future connecting
roads to nominated points so that drivers can only turn
right at controlled locations such as signalised intersections

o separating oncoming traffic using median strips, thereby
reducing the likelihood of head on collisions
o providing turning lanes at points beyond intersections,
ensuring the safe flow of traffic and reducing the
likelihood of rear collisions.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING
The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation
process. The road improvement requested will directly assist
each of these Future Directions, particularly ‘i’. Accessibility in
out and around our city”.’ The proposal is included in Council’s
Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and also addresses
Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).’ The State
Government policies used as a guide include the Victorian Road
Safety Strategy 2013-2023 and the Towards Zero 2016-2020
Road Safety Strategy.
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forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts. Forecast for by
precinct. www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed May 2019].
City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey: 20.8 per cent of Epping North
respondents to the City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household survey responded
that they are more likely to spend 90 minutes or more travelling to/from work,
compared to the City of Whittlesea average of 9 per cent.
VicRoads Crash Statistics, November 2018 [accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Traffic Counts 2019.
Victorian Planning Authority, Traffic Modelling for Donnybrook
and Woodstock PSP (2014).
City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan
2030 and Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan
(2017) and Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).

The E6 Transport Corridor extends from the Metropolitan
Ring Road (M80) to meet the future Outer Metropolitan
Ring Road at the Hume Freeway, through the suburbs
of Thomastown, Mill Park, Epping, Wollert, Woodstock,
Donnybrook and Beveridge.
The E6 Freeway will provide a continuous north-south route
capable of carrying more than 80,000 cars per day.1
Our communities have shown overwhelming support for the
development of the E6 Transport Corridor as a freeway rather
than an arterial road. This position was formally endorsed by
Council on 3 April 2018.

CONNECTING THE
NORTHERN GROWTH CORRIDOR
The E6 Freeway will connect future growth areas
throughout the Northern Growth Corridor which is forecast
to accommodate more than 260,000 people and at least
83,000 jobs.2
The Northern Growth Corridor will have a key role as an
international and interstate gateway due to its connection
with Melbourne Airport and the future Melbourne-SydneyBrisbane rail line and Beveridge Intermodal Freight Terminal.
The economic prosperity of this corridor will be directly
reinforced by the E6 Freeway and its link to the Outer
Metropolitan Ring.2
CITY OF WHITTLESEA E6 Freeway Construction | 1

CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY RISKS WILL WORSEN WITH GROWTH
Projected population increases to growth areas serviced by the E6 Transport Corridor 5
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

City of Whittlesea
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Mitchell Shire1

15,681

21,360

5,679

36%
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32,621

57,281

24,660

76%
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13,237%
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30,133%
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20,760

796%
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32,388

19,218

146%

129,747

371,567

241,820

186%

Wallan

TOTAL
1

CITY OF WHITTLESEA CONGESTION
Whittlesea’s communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents
face a two hour commute to work.3
We continually hear about the health and wellbeing impacts
of long and frustrating commute times and social isolation
directly from residents, in our community consultations
and through our Annual Household Survey. This proposal to
construct the E6 Freeway is a key element towards improving
people’s wellbeing and the liveability of our municipality by
freeing up congested roads.

ROAD USERS CONCERNS
• Congestion on north-south roads
There are currently around 183,000 vehicles travelling
north-south through the City of Whittlesea each day
along High Street/ Epping Road, Plenty Road, Dalton Road
and Edgars Road. Plenty Road, High Street/Epping Road
and Yan Yean Road are the only continuous north-south
arterials. These roads have varying lane numbers, traffic
management installations and connections, and are
already operating beyond their capacity.

2 | CITY OF WHITTLESEA E6 Freeway Construction

Plenty Road and High Street are carrying around 103,000
vehicles every day near the M80 Ring Road, with traffic
volumes growing at a rate above the metropolitan average.
State Government has begun major upgrades to Plenty
Road and have recently announced upgrades to High
Street/ Epping Road. While these upgrades will provide
much needed relief to residents who spend hours stuck
in traffic every day, an additional north-south route is
required to connect booming new communities to the
M80 Ring Road and Hume Freeway.
• Connect key employment and education precincts
The E6 will accommodate employment growth within
the Cooper Street Employment Precinct, the Melbourne
Wholesale Market, The Northern Hospital and Epping
Central Metropolitan Activity Centre. This precinct
accommodates around 11,740 jobs (ABS Census 2016).4
The E6 also provides improved connections to community
and education infrastructure including:
o
o
o
o
o
o

RMIT Bundoora
University Hill
South Morang Town Centre
Thomastown industrial precinct
High Street strip shopping centres and
future employment hubs in growth areas throughout
the Northern Growth Corridor.

% INCREASE

Epping

Kalkallo
City of Hume

20411 INCREASE IN RESIDENTS

Data for Mitchell Shire is only available to 2036

BUILDING E6 FREEWAY WILL:

CITY OF WHITTLESEA PLANNING

• Increase mobility for City of Whittlesea residents
• Provide an essential north-south road connection for
residents living in and moving to areas in the Northern
Growth Corridor (particularly Epping North, Wollert,
Donnybrook, Kalkallo, Beveridge, Wallan)
• Significantly increase road capacity and reduce traffic
congestion on arterial roads including Epping Road/High
Street, Dalton Road, Edgars Road, Cooper Street, Plenty
Road and Yan Yean Road
• Provide an alternative route for heavy vehicle
freight movements.

The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation
process. The road improvement requested will directly assist
each of these Future Directions, particularly “Accessibility
in out and around our city”.6 The proposal is included in
Council’s Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and also
addresses Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).7
The State Government policy used as a guide relevant to this
action includes the Victorian Road Safety Strategy 2013-2022
and the Towards Zero 2016-2020 Road Safety Strategy.

1
2

3
4
5

City of Whittlesea 2015 Traffic Modelling
Victorian Planning Authority, 2013, North Growth Corridor Plan,
https://vpa.vic.gov.au/wp-content/Assets/Files/GCP%20-%20Chapter%206%20
South-East%20Corridor%20Plan.pdf, accessed June 2019
City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey.
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census 2016
forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea, City of Hume and Shire of Mitchell
Population Forecasts, www.forecast.id.com.au/ [accessed August 2019].

The 2017 Victorian Infrastructure Plan supports the OMR/
E6 Transport Corridor.8 It advises that the build component
is over the next 15-30 years and full implementation will be
considered as part of future budgets.

6

7

8

City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan 2030 and
Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and
Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).
Victorian Government, Victorian Infrastructure Plan (2017),
https://www.vic.gov.au/infrastructureplan.html
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Our community urgently needs a train line to
Wollert. Many residents currently face a
two-hour one way commute to work, missing
out on important social and family time.

DONNYBROOK

WOODSTOCK

Seeking four State
Government commitments
•

COMMITMENT 1
Acquire the final 14 per cent of land
required for the designated Wollert train
corridor by undertaking and applying a public
acquisition overlay.

•

COMMITMENT 2
Prioritise the Wollert public transport feasibility
study, which is an action of the Victorian
Infrastructure Plan (2017); with the inclusion
of train capacity through Clifton Hill.

•

COMMITMENT 3
Bring forward the planning and analysis for
Melbourne Metro 2, incorporating train
capacity through Clifton Hill to coincide with
the construction of Metro 1.

•

COMMITMENT 4
Provide a 10 minute premium bus service as
the interim public transport service to Wollert,
ensuring it does not delay development
of a train service.
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The City of Whittlesea is asking the State Government to
secure the remaining land required to establish a train line
from Lalor train station to the rapidly-growing communities of
Epping North and Wollert. Currently there is no reliable public
transport to these areas.

A train line extension is essential within the next ten years
as the population is expected to rapidly grow from 34,531 in
Epping North and 368 in Wollert in 2019, to approximately
94,868 people living in these areas by 2041.1

Commitment one: Acquire the final 14 per cent of land required for the designated Wollert train
corridor by undertaking and applying a public acquisition overlay.
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We understand that Transport for Victoria (TfV) is endeavoring
to purchase properties in the designated Wollert train corridor
as they become available.
However, much of the outstanding land required is privately
owned and spread over fragmented land parcels and this
approach risks failing to purchase strategically critical land2
that is essential to secure the train line.
As development plans are being prepared for Wollert, it is
recommended that TfV use Public Acquisition Overlay tools to
secure the train corridor as soon as possible.

This approach will:
• Protect the corridor for public transport use
• Minimise acquisition costs as land will become more
expensive to acquire as surrounding land is developed
• Provide certainty for current and prospective affected
property owners. At present, property owners are
unclear as to what is permissible and over what timeframe
and compensation is not yet open to them even though
there is effectively a restriction on their properties
• Allow for informed planning for related active travel
infrastructure such as footpaths, bike paths and open space
Map 2 (on page 4) shows the proposed train line extension and
remaining land to be acquired.
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Projected population increases to areas serviced by Wollert public transport corridor 1

Hume Hwy
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Banyule
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MILESTONE

TIMEFRAME

Protect corridor within the Planning Scheme (Transport for Victoria)

2019/2020

Purchase the remaining sites to complete the corridor (Transport for Victoria)

2018/2020

Completed Wollert Public Transport Corridor Feasibility Study (Transport for Victoria with support from Council)

2020/2021

Corridor alignment and concept design (Transport for Victoria)

2020/2021

Fund planning of the rail extension

2020/2021

Commitment two: Prioritise the Wollert public transport feasibility study, which is an action of the
Victorian Infrastructure Plan (2017); with the inclusion of train capacity through Clifton Hill.

• Wollert is one of the fastest growing areas in Australia5
It is critical for residents’ liveability that the Wollert train
line be operable as soon as possible to service areas
that currently have very limited public transport and are
expected to significantly grow – the development of Wollert
has commenced. (see table on page 3)
• Significant lack of access to public transport
Across the City of Whittlesea, it is estimated that more
than 37,000 residents do not have adequate access to
public transport.6 Even with the extension of the train line
to Mernda in 2018, this figure is expected to increase with
population growth.

• The Wollert train line is planned for and expected
The integration of a train line in the long term planning
and design for Epping North was intended to encourage
high density development and activity centres around
the proposed transport interchanges. The Epping North
Strategic Plan, approved in 2002, identified a planned
public transport corridor, the strategic intent of which
continued into the Aurora Development Plan, Cooper Street
Employment Area Plan and the Wollert Precinct Structure
Plan. It is also nominated in Plan Melbourne 2014, Growth
Corridor Plans (Growth Areas Authority [now Victorian
Planning Authority], 2012) and Network Development Plan,
Metropolitan Rail (PTV, 2012).
• Following through with strategic plans that influenced
peoples’ housing investment
The State Government’s planned train line influenced
the decision of many residents to purchase property in
these areas and as such these communities have high
expectations that the Wollert train line will be delivered to
support their housing investment and their livelihood.
• Provide important analysis for the provision of Metro 2
The Wollert public transport corridor feasibility study
will provide analysis on the ability of the rail network,
from Clifton Hill Junction to Flinders Street Station to
accommodate additional services and will be a useful input
into analysis for the provision of Metro 2 tunnel.
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23,342

68%

WOLLERT

368

36,995

36,627

9,953%

DONNYBROOK

232

52,664

52,432

22,600%

Bringing forward the planning and analysis for Metro 2 will
address a range of issues as it will increase the capacity of the
rail network by 20 per cent,7 and enable the development
of the Wollert train line which is needed to cater for our
growing communities.

TABLE 1: Key implementation milestones for securing the corridor

Infrastructure Victoria’s 30 Year Infrastructure Strategy
recommended that a feasibility study on ‘Wollert public
transport links’ be completed within 0-5 years.3 The State
Government adopted this recommendation and timeframe
in their Victorian Infrastructure Plan (2017).4 It is critically
important that the feasibility study be developed as soon as
possible, due to the following reasons:

57,873

Commitment three: Bring forward the planning and analysis for Metro 2, incorporating train
capacity through Clifton Hill to coincide with the construction of Metro 1.

km

Tullamarine
Fwy

Darebin

Essendon Airport

10

MAP 1: Geographic boundaries
of the City of Whittlesea

34,531

20

Moreland

% INCREASE

km

Melbourne Airport

2041 INCREASE IN RESIDENTS

30

Metropolitan
Ring Road

2019

• Limited access to public transport and the consequent
traffic congestion and long commute times have a serious
impact on the wellbeing of families and individuals.
The Epping North community is burdened with significant
traffic congestion and poor access to public transport, with
many facing a two hour one-way commute to work.8 This
oppressive commuting situation will become far worse once
65,0001 by 2030 new residents are established in Wollert
and Epping North, most using the same route for their
daily commute. Further, the City of Whittlesea experiences
high rates of social exclusion and family violence that
are exacerbated by the lack of train services and traffic
congestion. Likewise the lack of public transport further
increases already high living costs for mortgaged stressed
households.

• Access to public transport and traffic management are
identified by residents as two of the top three issues of
community concern in the City of Whittlesea’s Annual
Household Survey.
Eighty-two per cent of Epping North respondents reported
that they sometimes or often have difficulty getting to places
by car and public transport, respectively.9 At present, to
access services and jobs residents must drive or use multiple
bus services that are sparsely located and at times infrequent.
• A train line is essential to support the business growth
and development expected from Epping being designated
a Metropolitan Activity Centre.
The train services are vital for the future development
of Epping as a Metropolitan Activity Centre and regional
hub. There are 23,000 jobs arising from the Cooper
Street employment area and wholesale markets in this
precinct.10 In addition a train line will support visitors and
staff to access the Northern Hospital, which has the busiest
emergency department in the state, treating nearly 88,000
patients annually11 and employing 3,000 people.12

Commitment four: Provide a 10 minute premium bus service as the interim public transport service
to Wollert, ensuring it does not delay development of a train service.
There is currently a pressing need for improved public
transport to the areas of Epping North and Wollert. Because
population growth is outpacing the realistic provision of a
train line, increased public transport services are required
in the interim. The current potential option of delivering a
10 minute premium bus service will provide a short term
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts.
Available: www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed May 2019].
Planning and Environment Act 1987 Panel Report Amendment C130 to the
Whittlesea Planning Scheme 12 August 2013, p. 30
Infrastructure Victoria, Victoria’s 30-year Infrastructure Strategy, December
2016. Recommendation 1.3.9, page 57.
Victorian Government, Victorian Infrastructure Plan, 2017 (page 140),
https://www.vic.gov.au/infrastructureplan.html, accessed May 2018.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2019). Regional Population Growth, Australia,
2017-18 (cat. no. 3218.0). Accessed May 2019: https://www.abs.gov.au/
AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/3218.0Main+Features12017-18?OpenDocument
The City of Whittlesea Integrated Transport Strategy, 2014, identifies that
“about 80 per cent of residents are within an acceptable walking distance of
public transport services” (page 52). Our figure of 37,000 reflects 20 per cent of
the City of Whittlesea population at 2014.
The Age, State election will be a tale of two toll roads, but what about rail? –
29 May 2018, citing research by engineering consultancy Arup,
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/state-election-will-be-a-tale-of-twotoll-roads-but-what-about-rail-20180529-p4zi3x.html, [accessed July 2018]

solution to the already established community of 40,000
people by 20201 but will not be sufficient for a growth area
of approximately 100,000 people at the time development
is complete.1 Provided there is no delay to the development
of a complete train service, a rapid bus service could be
established as an interim measure.
8

9

10

11

12

City of Whittlesea, 2016 Annual Household Survey; 20.8. per cent of
Epping North respondents to the City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household
survey responded that they are more likely to spend 90 minutes or more
travelling to/from work, compared to the City of Whittlesea average
of 9 per cent.
City of Whittlesea, 2016 Annual Household Survey;
27 per cent (sometimes) and 55 per cent (often) report
having difficulty getting to places by car and public transport.
City of Whittlesea, Epping Central Structure Plan,
Adopted December 2011, amended December 2013, p. 3.
Northern Hospital, About Us.
Available: http://www.nh.org.au/about-us.
City of Whittlesea, Epping Central Structure Plan,
Adopted December 2011,
amended December 2013, p. 8.
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Our communities are increasingly concerned by traffic
congestion. The burden of significant traffic congestion and
poor access to public transport means that many residents
face a two hour commute to work.2
We continually hear about the health and wellbeing impacts
of long and frustrating commute times and social isolation
directly from residents, in our community consultations
and through our Annual Household Survey. This proposal to
introduce a 10 minute premium bus service is a key element
to improving liveability and wellbeing in our municipality.
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Given our significant forecast population growth and the
expansion of employment and activity centre precincts at
Cooper Street and Epping Plaza, the Epping North precinct
needs more direct and higher frequency bus services and a
longer span of service.

ACCESS TO ACTIVITY CENTRES,
EMPLOYMENT AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Epping North has undergone significant growth in the last
decade. Between 2012 and 2019, the population of Epping North
grew by 23,001 people.3 With limited public transport options
our residents are forced to rely heavily on cars which only worsen
the heavy traffic congestion, particularly along Epping Road. We
know that congestion has serious impacts on the wellbeing of
individuals and families and compounds the issue of mortgage
stress that many residents already experience.4

The introduction of a 10 minute premium bus service will
double peak period services from Epping North and provide
residents with direct access to Epping Plaza, The Northern
Hospital, Melbourne Polytechnic, Lalor railway station and city
bound employment and education opportunities. Users will
be able to easily transfer from bus to rail at Lalor train station
for longer trips to the inner suburbs and Melbourne CBD. This
is especially advantageous to Epping North residents who rely
more heavily on bus and train services to access employment
than other growth area communities in the City of Whittlesea.

The introduction of a 10 minute premium bus service would
help alleviate congestion and vastly improve the liveability of
surrounding areas. If a premium bus service was introduced
in 2019 it would benefit the current 34,899 residents living in
Epping North and Wollert.5 6
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Centre are important yet do not meet the public transport
needs of our community. The current three bus services are
constrained by low service frequencies (20 minutes in the peak)
and short span of service. Also, the incomplete road network
in Epping and Epping North means that buses have to compete
with private vehicles in congested traffic conditions. The
reliability of bus services suffers as a result.
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As an interim measure until the train line is
extended, a 10 minute premium bus service
to Craigieburn Town Centre via Wollert is
critical as the population is expected to
rapidly grow from 34,531 people living in
Epping North and 368 living in Wollert in
2019, to approximately 94,868 people living
in these areas by 2041.1
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IMPROVED CONVENIENCE AND CAPACITY
In 2016, Public Transport Victoria introduced three new bus
routes into the precinct. This greatly improved bus coverage
from the previous single bus route service. The new bus
routes have proven popular with a 25 per cent increase in bus
patronage in this precinct. The bus networks currently servicing

CITY OF WHITLESEA PLANNING
The City of Whittlesea’s Council Plan identifies seven Future
Directions based on an extensive community consultation
process. The public transport improvement requested will
directly assist each of these Future Directions, particularly
“Accessibility in out and around our city”.7 The proposal is
included in Council’s Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and
also addresses Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).8
The State Government policy used as a guide relevant to this
action includes the Victorian Road Safety Strategy 2013-2023.
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OUR COMMUNITY URGENTLY NEEDS

TRAM ROUTE 86 EXTENSION
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This study should be publicly released so this0
important project can be progressed.
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The extension of Tram Route 86 from
the current terminus at University Hill
to the Plenty Valley Town Centre will
improve the everyday lives of 13,500
local residents in the tram catchment.
It will allow users of the future
Mernda train station to transfer at
South Morang to access university
campuses, employment hubs and
services via a well-connected,
high capacity public
transport network.
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forecast.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Population Forecasts. Forecasts for
Epping North and Wollert. www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea
[accessed July 2019].
City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household Survey: 20.8 per cent of Epping
North respondents to the City of Whittlesea 2016 Annual Household survey
responded that they are more likely to spend 90 minutes or more travelling
to/from work, compared to the City of Whittlesea average of 9 per cent.
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Dean Jenkins
Future Railway Line & Stations
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Bus Route
Customer
Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020
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profile.id (2019), City of Whittlesea Profile – Population for Epping North,
https://profile.id.com.au/whittlesea/population?WebID=130, [accessed July 2019].
Atlas id (2019). City of Whittlesea Mortgage Stress 2016.
Available: www.altas.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed July 2019].
Catchment is based on 600 metres from Edgars Road and on existing and
future population numbers.
www.forecast.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed September 2019].
City of Whittlesea, Shaping Our Future Community Plan 2030 and
Council Plan 2017-2021.
City of Whittlesea, Road and Public Transport Plan (2017) and
Integrated Transport Strategy (2014).
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REDUCING CONGESTION
AND ENHANCING LIVEABILITY

ACCESS TO EDUCATION,
EMPLOYMENT AND RECREATION CENTRES

Since the tram line was extended to RMIT Bundoora in 1993
there has been substantial residential growth along Plenty
Road through to South Morang and beyond. With limited
public transport options our residents are forced to rely
heavily on cars which only worsen the heavy traffic congestion,
particularly along Plenty Road. We know that congestion has
serious impacts on the wellbeing of individuals and families and
compounds the issue of mortgage stress that many residents
already experience.2 The extension of T86 would help alleviate
congestion and vastly improve liveability of surrounding areas.

The extension of T86 will improve public transport access to
significant education, employment and service hubs such
as RMIT Bundoora, La Trobe University, University Hill,
Mill Park Library, Mill Park Police Station, and the Plenty Valley
Town Centre.

IMPROVED CONVENIENCE AND CAPACITY
The bus networks currently servicing travel between University
Hill and Plenty Valley Town Centre are important yet do not meet
the public transport needs of our community. Given population
growth and the establishment of education and employment
precincts such as University Hill and RMIT, the area needs the
higher capacity public transport option of a tram. People also
need a continuous public transport option that does not involve
a time-consuming and inconvenient transfer from a high capacity
tram to queue on busy Plenty Road for a spot on a bus.

Users of the Mernda train service will be able to easily transfer
to a high capacity tram service at South Morang Station to
access university campuses and services on Plenty Road.
It will also enable longer trips to the inner suburbs and
Melbourne CBD.

THE LAND IS ALREADY SET ASIDE
Land has been placed aside along Plenty Road and Bush
Boulevard leading towards the Plenty Valley Town Centre en
route to South Morang train station. Planning for and having
land available allows the T86 extension to be designed and
delivered expeditiously.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications &
Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020

City of Whittlesea Residential Catchment Mapping, February 2016.
atlas id (2018). City of Whittlesea Mortgage Stress 2016.
Available: www.altas.id.com.au/whittlesea [accessed July 2018].

OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS BETTER ACCESS TO

FOR MORE INFORMATION

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Dean Jenkins
Manager Advocacy Communications & Customer Experience
9217 2438
Dean.Jenkins@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Prepared January 2020

There are significant gaps in mental
health services in the City of Whittlesea
relative to other areas in the Eastern
Melbourne Primary Health Network
catchment.
An uneven distribution of services across
the catchment, with clustering of services
in inner suburban areas leaves significant
service gaps in the outer northern areas.

WHAT IS NEEDED:
Commitment 1

Commitment 4

We urge the Federal Government to take into consideration
population growth and the higher proportion of vulnerable
groups at greater risk of poorer mental health outcomes when
funding mental health services.

Federal Government funding is needed to establish a Safe Haven
Café in the health precinct surrounding the Northern Hospital,
in close proximity to the newly established Victorian Aboriginal
Health Service (VAHS) clinic.

Commitment 2

Commitment 5

We need the Federal Government to provide ongoing funding to
establish a permanent location to house headspace in the City of
Whittlesea.

Council urges the Federal Government to prioritise the City of
Whittlesea for a Way Back Support Service as part of the $27.1
million allocated to expand the initiative in the 2018/2019
Federal Government budget.

Commitment 3
We request that the Federal Government commit to
long-term funding for tailored, responsive and accessible mental
health services and supports for young people such as Neami’s
Yflex program.

Council urges the State Government to co-contribute to the
establishment of a Way Back Support Service.

CITY OF WHITTLESEA Mental Health Services
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